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THE SWISS OBSERVER

24th February 1967

spiel der Wellen, die Zickzackkurse der weissen Dampfer
und die eleganten Manover der Segelboote und Jachten.
Die hiibschen Uferorte und aufstrebenden Hafenstidte
lassen wir diesmal ebenso beiseite wie St.Gallen als auf-
strebendes Ferienzentrum zwischen Bodensee und Séntis.
Dafiir wenden wir uns zur Abwechslung den viel weniger
bekannten grimen Matten und blithenden Obstgirten des
Oberthurgaus zu. Zwischen gepflegten Bauernhofen ver-
steckt, nur wenige Meter von der Durchgangsstrasse St.
Gallen-Amriswil, erinnert das stolze Wasserschloss
Hagenwil, als dltestes seiner Art in der ganzen Schweiz, an
lingst vergangene Zeiten. .Ueber die mittelalterliche
Zugbriicke gelangen wir ins Schloss, das urspriinglich im
Besitz eines Rudolf von Hagenwil, war, spiter an das
Kloster St.Gallen gelangte und nach dessen Aufhebung
von der Familie Angehrn libernommen wurde, die noch
heute den Guts- und Wirtschaftsbetrieb pflegt.  In der
heimeligen Gaststube schmeckt ein leckeres Bauernmahl
besonders gut. Auch kostlicher Thurgauer Riesling ldsst
sich hier geniessen. Und fiir Romantiker unter Ferien-
gisten stehen hier noch einige hiibsche Schlosszimmer zur
Verfiigung.

Unsere Entdeckungsfahrt in die unbekannte Nordost-
schweiz klingt unweit des tosenden und schidumenden
Rheinfalls aus. Rasten wir noch eine geruhsame Weile
in einem typischen Schafthauser Bauerndorf im Randen-
gebiet.  Farbenprichtige und auch architektonisch
reizvolle Riegelbauten, habliche Bauernhduser und ver-
triumte Gédsschen charakterisieren das idyllische Schleit-
heim, umgeben von griinen Wiesen und wogenden Feldern.
Beim Spaziergang auf den alles iiberblickenden Schloss-
randen liegt das ganze Schaffhauserlindchen in seiner
Vielfalt zu unseren Fiissen, das, wie die weitverzweigte
Ferienregion Nordostschweiz tiberhaupt, einen nie versie-
genden Quell stiller Winkel und landschaftlicher Reize in
sich birgt.

(By courtesy ** Bodensee-Hefte ")

WORLD’S HIGHEST CHAIR LIFT

The highest facility of its kind in the world is the
chair lift which runs from the top of the Great St. Bernard
(8,160 ft.) up to La Chenalette (9,240 ft.). Also it is right
on the frontier, it stands on Swiss soil. An a record of
quite a different sort might also be mentioned in connec-
tion with this same lift: from its uppermost station, a
visitor has a panoramic view which encompasses twenty-
seven glaciers. The Great St. Bernard is, of course, world
famous. In the year 952 St. Bernard of Menthon built
a monastery on the site. And between the 15th and 2Ist
of May, 1800, Napoleon led an army of 30,000 men plus
artillery over the pass in preparation for the Battle of
Marengo. This was an incredible achievement, especially
in; view of road conditions at that time. But today there
is a mighty road-tunnel which enables the modern travellelr
to cross the Great St. Bernard quickly and comfortably.
However, anyone who has the time to spend, is well
advised to choose the more difficult route over the top of
the pass in order to enjoy an unforgettable view of the
Alpine landscape.

[s.N.T.0.]

THE “SWISS OBSERVER” THIRTY YEARS AGO

The first issue in February 1937 carried a report that
simpler meals in hotels had been advocated by the Federal
Price Control Commissioner. Hotel and restaurants were
to economise, as increased prices would be a threat to
tourism. ““ Meine Schiilerin, die Konigin von England ™ by
K. Kuebler, a new book by the erstwhile governess of Lady
Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, was reviewed.

On 13th February, nearly half the space of the paper
was used by an extensive report on the Swiss Culinary
Society’s Gala Evening in aid of the French Hospital in
London, held at the Union Helvetia Club rooms; both the
French and the Italian Culinary Societies had co-operated.

The following number brought news of Prof. Carl
Burckhardt’s appointment as the League of Nations’ High
Commissioner in Danzig. Monsieur Godefroy de Blonay,
Vice-President of the Olympic Committee had died, and
Communists had been excluded from employment with the
Federal authorities. The first plans for a National Exhibi-
tion in 1939 were announced. The Willian Tell Yodel
Choir had given successful concerts in England and had
been the City Swiss Club’s guests at Pagani’s, famous pre-
war meeting place in Great Portland Street.

The last issue in February gave news of a reinforce-
ment of the frontier detachments by special volunteer
defence formations. The celebrated pianist and former
President of Poland, Paderewsky, had given a concert in
Lausanne. A sherry party had been offered at the Swiss
Legation to members of the various teams taking part in
the World and European Ice Hockey Championships in
London. Amongst the guests were Monsieur Jan Masaryk.
The Swiss pianist Edwin Fischer had been successfully
performing at Wigmore Hall, and the Swiss Mercantile
College football team had beaten the Metropolitan Police
9 :2 at Imber Court. At Wembley, the Swiss Ice Hockey
team had been victorious over the Hungarians.

“SWISS OBSERVER” PUBLICATION DATES

The “Swiss Observer ” is published every second
and fourth Friday of the month. Our next issue will appear
on 10th March. We shall be glad to receive articles and
reports not later than Tuesday, 28th February. Only short
news items can be accepted later.

Our next but one issue will be published on Friday,
24th March. Material for that number should be to hand
not later than Tuesday, 14th March.
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