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[1th February 1966

THE SWISS OBSERVER

For him, as also for Whymper, a peak once conquered
had no more interest. Arnold Lunn, in his turn, thinks
that the mountaineer’s deepest fulfilment derives from the
intellectual satisfaction of mastering the craft of route-
finding.

“ Ladies normally evaluate the matter quite differ-
ently: they, too, appreciate the exercise of will and disci-
pline, but they enjoy also, and principally, the aesthetic
side of their contact with the mountain; moreover, they
want to know who lives there, how he lives, and how he
got there.  There is a personal and an emotional link
between them and the mountain.

“This fact emerges clearly from most of the books
by British ladies. Personally, I am very grateful to the
authors for allowing me to share their joys and adventures
in the Alps. This is enriching because, as you all know,
the sport of mountaineering was invented by British people
and not by the Swiss, who until then had regarded the
mountains more as the magnificent décor of their dwelling,
as their defiant protectors against invasion and as the
majestic sanctuaries of the Almighty. But today, Swiss
and British, men and women, see in mountaineering one of
the finest sports, offering to each of the dedicated a great
variety of physical, aesthetic and ethical satisfactions.”

FIRST SKI LIFT IN THE CANTON OF ZUG

The resort village of Oberdgeri, located on the historic
shores of Aegeri Lake just 15 miles south of Zurich, has
up to now been known primarily as a place for summer
holidays. Its long and determined efforts to acquire a ski
lift have finally been rewarded. Thanks to the efforts of
ski enthusiasts in the city of Zug and vicinity, the first ski
lift in the Canton was opened to the public in mid-Decem-
ber. Located at the top of the Raten Pass (alt. 3,696 ft.),
the lift is some 2,080 feet long and climbs a total of 402
feet in elevation. Its hourly capacity is 700-1,000 people.
The top of the Raten Pass, which connects Zug with the
region around Lake Zurich, has long been a popular spot
for family outings and offers hikers countless opportunities,
with its woods and fields and fine views of the neighbour-
ing Alps. A hotel is scheduled to be built at the top of the
pass in the near future, and a bus line has expressed
willingness to operate a service between Oberégeri and the
Raten Pass three times weekly (Wednesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays.) [s.N.T.0.]

A NEW TOY, IDEAL FOR SKI TRAINING

A new American toy, the “skateboard”, a simple
board attached to rollers, which is all the rage with teen-
agers in the U.S.A., is rapidly gaining popularity in almost
all parts of the world. A Swiss roller-skate and tricycle
factory at Wetzikon (Zurich) has adopted the idea and
perfected it for use as a means of ski-ing without snow.
It still consists of a board on rollers, but these are now
mounted on shock absorbers, which makes it possible to
slalom with the correct body movement, just as in ski-ing
on snow. The “ Skate-Board Kemp ”, a sporting toy, and
the “Slalom Kemp Trainer”, specially designed for
slalom training on asphalt or cement tracks or in gym-
nasiums, have been tried out by Swiss ski and sports
mstructors, who have become very skilful in the use of
these new “toys”. The new Kemp board, which is not
only great fun but offers an opportunity for slalom train-
ing all year round and even in town, promising well for its
success with a very wide public. [0.s.E.C.]
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