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The State accounts for 1965 showed an excess of
revenue over expenditure of 31.4m francs for the federal
administration and of 447.5m for the whole account, which
brought the Federal Debt down to 3816 million francs.
Experts believe that expenditure is rising so rapidly that
this is the last time the federal accounts showed a surplus.
Already some brakes have been pulled; it will be remem-
bered that the military budget was cut by 100m. francs at
one fell swoop; subsidies are hoped to be cut by 150m
francs. The PTT services used to work well, and their
accounts now threaten to become deficient (from a previous
report in the S.O., it may be remembered that 19m francs
was all they were able to make last year as compared with
90m). The consequences are and will be increased postal
rates, a rise in taxes. Water protection, national road con-
struction, help to universities, social housing — there is no
hope of reducing the burden; the neglect in the prosperous
"fifties now has to be paid for dearly.

The overstepping of the credit allowed for the “Mirage”
aircraft (half a milliard of the citizens’ money) caused a
storm in Parliament and country. It had the effect that
Parliament has become aware of its responsibilities; mem-
bers realise that it is not enough to check the accounts and
financial reports once a year. Tighter supervision will be
necessary. Verwaltungskontrolle was on the agenda of the
parliamentary summer session. The two Chambers did not
completely agree as to how far such supervisory control
should go. But changes will be made. There is at present
too much bureaucracy, too many details and too many
papers and forms.

In July, the report on activities of the finance delega-
tion of the Federal Parliament was published. In it, the
problems of stricter control over State spending was dealt
with. A lot of work is being done by the members, and
whilst working methods can be improved, the chairman of
the commission considers that the basic conception is
sound. In 1965, over 470 observations and ideas regarding
finance control have been submitted to the commission by
the Finanzkontrolle. Tt considered 1,825 decisions by the
Federal Council, and all this involved correspondence,
meetings, consultations.

The whole question of tighter controls brought about
the proposal that the Federal Constitution should be totally
revised. Since the ’seventies of the last century, articles after
articles have been replaced or added, and many consider
it high time that a new Constitution be worked out, discard-
ing the unsound, preserving what has proved valuable.
National Councillor Peter Diirrenmatt and Councillor of
States Dr. Karl Obrecht put forward well-founded Motions,
eminent politicians and legal experts are supporting the
call for total revision. The New Helvetic Society amongst
others are in agreement, and Prof. Imboden from Basle
appealed to the universities to co-operate in the work
(St. Galler Hochschultag, May 1966). The suggestion that
the vast amount of preliminary work should be finished
within eight years — in 1974, the centenary of the present
Constitution will take place — is a rather frightening
thought. The Federal Council has agreed in principle, and
ways and means will now have to be studied in order to
arrive at a clear and sober evaluation of the true Switzer-
land of today and to create the new law demanded by the
new position.

In the meantime, a new revised issue of the federal
laws is being prepared by 1974. The Swiss Penal Code
is also being partially revised.

The Federal Council — after the holiday break — is
back at work. The decisions the Government have to take
in the near future are manyfold and far-reaching. Will there
be toll taxes for the use of road tunnels so costly to con-
struct? What will their attitude be to the report by Prof.
Johr and his commission on long-term financial planning
and on the findings by Prof. Stocker’s special commission
on the reduction of subsidies (140m. francs)?

The findings of the two commissions give an alarming
picture of deficits amounting to milliards of francs. It is
estimated that by 1974, revenue will be 9,151 milliards and
and expenditure 11,054 milliards of francs. A new com-
mission under the chairmanship of Councillor of States
Dr. Rohner (Altstetten) has been formed to study new
sources of revenue.

“Will she, won’t she?” was the heading of a short
article in the “Economist” in March, in which the chances
were considered of Switzeriand’s entry into UN. Her
attitude to the world organisation of nations, it stated, had
been coloured by the unhappy experience of the League
of Nations, which Switzerland had joined in 1920. In 1935,
she found it impossible to apply economic sanctions against
Italy in the Ethiopian conflict, and Switzerland reverted to
complete neutrality three years later. Left-wing opinion in
Switzerland seems to favour membership. Mr. Wahlen,
however, had opposed the idea of UN membership, con-
ceding, though, that Switzerland might be able to play a
moderating role in UN. At the moment, Switzerland’s atti-
tude is Wait and See. The debate in Parliament when the
report on activities by the Federal Political Department
was discussed showed anew that the question will have to
be studied how much international ties can be reconciled
with the principle of neutrality and the basis of Swiss policy
of armed neutrality. In Parliament, Federal President
Schaffner stated that Switzerland would do nothing rash
with regard to her position in Europe, but that nothing
would be neglected either which could further integration.

Another subject which has occupied Government,
Parliament and the responsible citizen is the introduction
of the 44-hour week for the Bundespersonal of the PTT
and SBB. It was held that it was the wrong moment to
reduce working hours when everything had to be done to
release foreign labour and increase productivity. The
reduction will cost PTT 22m francs a year because 1100
more people will have to be employed. Parliament has
decided to introduce the 44-hour week by end of May
1968 — a compromise which is not a complete victory for
the federal personnel. It took the National Council two
days to debate the proposal, and the vote was 96:71. In the
final voting, it was accepted by 122 : 1. The consequences
will be costly, and as the Swiss Chamber of Commerce
stated earlier in the year, the demand was not justified
when more than half of all the employees in private
economy still work 46 hours and more a week.

The federal law for the protection of nature, country-
side and valuable buildings caused a debate in Parliament
which showed that the new generation, too, is concerned
with preserving what is good and of value. It is still the
Cantons and Communes which are responsible for taking
the necessary measures, but the Confederation will support
them with financial contributions where necessary.

Forty-two Ambassadors and three Chargés d’ Affaires
took part in the annual meeting of Swiss diplomats in
Berne. Various topical subjects were discussed, and the
Ambassadors had an opportunity to meet the members of
the Commission for Foreign Affairs of the Federal Parlia-
ment, and to attend the Assembly of the Swiss Abroad.
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They were also received by Federal President Schaffner on
the “Lohn” Estate and took part in the traditional excur-
sion to the home Canton of the President, the Aargau,
where the atomic reactor at Wuerenlingen was visited, as
well as the Castle of Lenzburg which houses the cultural
institution ** Philipp-Albert-Stapferhaus .

The Presidents of the two Chambers represented the
Federal Parliament at the inauguration of the new Israeli
Parliament Building.

(Based mainly on news received by courtesy of
Agence Télégraphique Suisse, “Basler Nachrichten” and “Echo’)

P.S. On going to press we learn that the Federal
Council has accepted in globo the proposals contained in
the Stocker report, though the Cantons will be consulted
before final decisions are taken. As regards the Joehr
report, a spokesman of Federal Finance Administration
said that the figures were only estimates and that there
was no cause for alarm, though new sources of revenue
would have to be found as deficits were going to be certain.

RECENT DEATHS IN SWITZERLAND

The following deaths have been reported from
Switzerland.

Jean-Charles Verrey (52), Geneva, General Secretary of the
federated industrialists of the metallurgical trade of
the Canton of Geneva; for many years Editor of the
“Tribune de Lausanne™.

Josef Anton Fanner (93), Grub/St. Gall, the oldest postman
in Switzerland, until a short while ago, he served at
Grub where his son is postmaster.

Emile Bressler (80), Geneva, one of the most important
representatives of Geneva painters in the first half of
this century.

Karl Siegrist (73), Winterthur, since 1917 in the “Nordost-
schweizerischer Milchverband ”, from 1947 to 1959
its Geschdiftsfiihrer.

Ignaz Fuerst (79), Trimbach/Olten, former Bezirkslehrer
and member of the Solothurn Council of Education;
from 1935 to 1947 President of the Catholic Lehrer-
verein of Switzerland.

Hans Roth (86), Interlaken, primary teacher at Grindel-
wald, and then for decades secondary teacher
at Interlaken; Commune Councillor and later
Social Democrat representative in the Berne Parlia-
ment and the National Council, where he was con-
sidered a true representative of the mountain farmer
community; founder of the ** Volkswirtschaftskammer
des Berner Oberlandes”; local historian and supporter
of Heimarbeit in the Bernese Oberland: villages.

Dr. Nadia Jollos (64), Zurich, journalist under the pseudo-
nym of Nadia Nils; for 12 years press officer of
the Swiss Fliichtlingshilfe; holder of the C. F. Meyer
Prize; born in Russia, but in Switzerland since she
was a small girl.

Felix Hofmann (77), Zurich (a Bernese by birth), farmer;
for many years planter in Sumatra; from 1933
Director of the Zurich Zoo, to which he rendered 20
years’ valuable service.

Divisional Commander Gustav F. Bridel (94), Muri/Berne,
building engineer; Artillery instructor since 1903;
largely concerned with the modernisation of Artillery.

Glacier Pilot Hermann Geiger (52), Sion, was killed in an
accident on the airfield in Sion on 26th August, when
his ** Piper ™ plane collided with a glider; he had made
over 23,000 glacier landings and nearly 2,000 alpine
rescue flights since 1952; his first glacier landing was
on the Kander Glacier on 10th May, 1952; for some
time was in charge of training glacier pilots of many
nations; some of these attended the funeral, one of the
biggest ever witnessed in the Valais.

Georges Vaucher (45), Fleurier (Neuchatel), Commune
Councillor and Socialist member of the Neuchatel
Parliament.

Niklaus Senn (71), Appenzell, Regierungsrat and Manager
of the Cantonal Bank; Zeugherr since 1954; Vice-
President of the “Nordostschweizerische Verkehrs-
vereinigung” and  President of the “‘Kur-und
Verkehrsverein Appenzell Inner-Rhoden”; Revisor
of the Swiss National Bank; Major in the Army.

Frederic Ruchenstein (89), Lausanne; originally from
Alargau; ETH engineer; from 1904-1908 engaged in
the work of drying up the Rhone marshland; after-
wards, he opened up his own engineering firm in Sion
and settled in Lausanne a few days ago.

Ernst Luethold (62), Kilchberg/Zurich, composer of
military music and conductor; for 20 years in charge
of the brass music department of the Academy of
Music in Zurich; ** Over the Ocean ™ and  Marsch
der Ziircher Division” are amongst his great com-
positions, many of which were awarded prizes.

Pierre Berger (67), Le Locle, for many years teacher of
physics, maths and electricity at the Neuchatel Tech-
nical College; one of the founders of the Neuchatel
People’s University.

William Hallam Tuck, Rougemont, the first Director
General of UN Organisation for Refugees in Geneva.

Prof. Ernst Brandenberger (60), Zurich, Director of
E.M.P.A. (“ Eidgen.  Materialpriifungsanstalt ),
scientist, teacher at the ETH; for many years Com-
mander of a Mountain Brigade; military author,
member of many technical and scientific organisations.

Dr. Siegfried Streicher (73), Arlesheim/BL, author and
Editor of the ‘“ Schweizer Rundschau > for 20 years.

Madame Jeanne Brile-Landau (105), Vevey, the oldest
inhabitant of the Canton of Vaud.

Frau Marie-Fischbach-Meyer (85), Villmergen, well-known
expert and maker of national costumes of which she
made over 4,000 during her lifetime.

Marc Peter (91), Geneva, Minister in USA from 1920
until shortly before the Second World War; former
President of the Geneva Parliament, Commune Presi-
dent of Versoix, National Councillor; during the war,
Delegate of the International Red Cross Committee
in USA. (A.TS)
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