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“ Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace, such
as the world cannot give. Set your troubled hearts at rest,
and banish your fears. You heard me say ‘1 am going
away, and coming back to you’. If you loved me you

A HAPPY

would have been glad to hear that I was going to the
Father; for the Father is greater than I. 1 have told you
now, beforehand, so that when it happens you may have
faith )

Joun 14, 27-31.
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WHITSUN

THE SOCIAL POSITION OF THE SWISS WOMAN
By Dr. H. THALMANN-ANTENNEN

The Swiss woman has won questionable fame as the
only woman in Europe today not to enjoy the same civic
rights as the man. This undeniable fact might well lead
foreign observers to misjudge her social position if the
reasons of such discrimination are not duly considered
in the light of the very special political situation found
in Switzerland. If we speak of the woman’s social posi-
tion we do not mean her political rights only. There
are other factors to be taken into account such as her
status in general as determined by her training, both intel-
lectual and vocational, by the part she plays in economic
life, by her position in the family and by the regard paid
her as human being. The legal status of the woman, as
reflected by her political rights, need not necessarily tally
with her social position as such. Legislation often is late
in catching up with social facts, and this is particularly
true of a direct democracy where the legislative apparatus
is slow-geared and intricate. This, actually, is the case in
Switzerland where equal political rights for the woman
are concerned.

The origins of the Swiss democracy date back to the
assemblies of free and valiant peasants, centuries ago.
Throughout its history and despite steady evolution and
modification it never gave up the principle of direct appeal
to the people. It is built up from below: the base is formed
by independent communities where matters are settled in
the communal assemblies; next come the Cantons,
sovereign states, some of which still abide by the so-called
“ Landsgemeinde ”, the assembly of the citizens for elec-
tions and votes held in the open. The overall organiza-
tion which unites the twenty-five autonomous Cantons is
the Confederation in which the people have also decisive
werd to say in the promulgation of laws, their acceptance
or rejection being subject to popular vote. This state
organization, evolved out of the traditions of a freedom
loving people, calls for a policy which must respect the
will of the individual citizen. It is this system which until
today has prevented the Swiss women from attaining
equality of status. While a bill on the introduction of
women’s suffrage has obtained a strong parliamentary
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