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On Thursday, 25th November, an appeal was launched
in Switzerland for a communal effort in the new Swiss
Centre in London. Its title is “ Die Prisenz der Schweiz
in England ” (the image of Switzerland in England). The
twelve-page brochure was issued jointly by the Company
“Swiss Fair in Grossbritannien AG, Zug”, the Swiss
Economic Council and the Federation of Swiss Societies
in the United Kingdom. The preface is written by Federal
Councillor Dr. h.c. Hans Schaffner.

The introduction begins with the words * The Swiss
Centre in the heart of London shall become a Swiss House,
representative of our country, an example for other future
Swiss centres abroad.” The Swiss Fair Ltd. is the most
important tenant of the Swiss Centre and is developing a
series of eating places, shops and exhibition space which,
as a whole, will reflect work and life of Switzerland. The
Swiss Societies in Great Britain have formed a Federation
to improve co-ordinatiton and to achieve the aim of a
Cultural and Social Centre in which the Swiss cultural
image can be adequately fostered. The Swiss Economic
Council, which has for years worked in the interest of
British-Swiss commercial relations, will open a permanent
Office for Information and Trade Promotion.

To realise these projects, the three organisations have
combined. Swiss Fair, which has already a membership
of forty firms and companies, welcomes the initiative of
the Swiss Economic Council and the active co-operation
with the Swiss Societies in Great Britain. By working
together, the idea of a Swiss Forum in the Swiss Centre
can be realised, a stage for cultural, social and charitable
events. The Confederation welcomes the projects.

The Forum will be under the administration of Swiss
Fair in closest co-operation with the other two organisa-
tions.

In order to get the necessary financial and material
basis, the appeal is sent to firms and groups in Switzer-
land, selected by the three bodies, inviting them to partici-
pate in the scheme as shareholders.

SWISS CENTRE
IN LONDON

AN APPEAL GOES OUT

Swiss Fair Ltd., was founded in the autumn of last
year. A Swiss Holding Company, ““ Swiss Fair in Gross-
britannien A.G., Zug ” took over the share capital. Share-
holders will be able to show their produce and or to sell
it. They will co-operate with the Swiss Economic Council
whose new office will serve Swiss trade in general, will
be of use to firms which have no representation in Great
Britain, will act as liaison in special cases, give informa-
tion, do market research. All of this will benefit Anglo-
Swiss trade relations. Shareholders will have the oppor-
tunity of taking part in functions and exhibitions in the
Forum of Switzerland or to organise them at their own
initiative. Exibition space and show cases will be at their
disposal. Their products will have priority in the restau-
rants, in conjunction with designing and equiping the eating
places and market place. Fashion shows, sales conferences,
sampling, annual meetings are only a few examples. Pub-
licity is to be continuous, and in order to make the whole
undertaking a permanent success, all efforts are carefully
co-ordinated.

In his preface to the appeal brochure, the Head of the
Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Federal Council-
lor Schaffner, said that the Swiss Centre in London
originated from private initiative. TIts careful, well-pre-
pared planning was nearing realisation. The Federal
Council had been following its development with interest
and satisfaction. The whole undertaking was an expres-
sion of the political, economic and cultural image of
Switzerland in Great Britain. London, the metropolis
with eight million inhabitants, was, Federal Councillor
Schaffner said, head and heart of a world embracing com-
munications and news network. If anywhere, it was here
that manyfold interests justified the venture of this novel
experiment.

Bundesrat Schaffner mentioned the unique position
of the new Swiss Centre in the heart of London. Thanks
to the efforts of many it would represent Switzerland in
all its diversity, and at the same time it would be a pillar
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of Swiss economy, particularly Swiss export. Switzerland
knew she had to exchange goods abroad and was aware
that she had to face keen competition. A proof that
Switzerland was ready and willing to accept such com-
petition, from the traditional trading nations as well as
from the new industrial countries.

The Federal Councillor then referred to the long-felt
need for a Swiss Centre by the Swiss community in Great
Britain. Such a centre would also be an important place
of contact for the young Swiss temporarily in the U.K.,
of contact above all with their resident compatriots. He
mentioned the Federation of Swiss Societies who had
initiated this scheme of eminently practical importance.
The multi-purpose room was to be a real cultural and
economic Forum of Switzerland.

Bundesrat Schaffner expressed his wish that this great
undertaking should be an unqualified success, this venture
started by private spirit of enterprise, but in the interest
of the country as a whole.

MM

SWITZERLAND AND RHODESIA

The Federal Council stated that no steps would be
undertaken with regard to Rhodesia for the time being.
There would be no formal recognition yet of the new
Rhodesia. A modus vivendi would have to be found to
look after the interest of the 400 Swiss citizens in Rhodesia.
The Swiss Consulate in Salisbury was endeavouring to do
this.

[A.T.S.]

THE CATASTROPHE AT MATTMARK

Early in October, work started again at the Mattmark
Barrage district where a glacier avalanche buried 88 vic-
tims at the end of August. Bad weather prevented work
for a while. By the time the S.O. went to print, 81 bodies
had been recovered. Identification is difficult, but with
new methods, including the use of X-ray pictures, it has
been possible to identify all but two victims so far.
Amongst the victims was a well-known personality from
the Saaser-Tal, Emil Anthamatten, former Commune
President and Judge, father of five children; his brother
was also killed by the avalanche.

A  “Fondation Suisse de Mattmark” has been
founded to assist the victims’ relatives. The Government
of the Principality of Liechtenstein has sent Fr.10,000.—.
The Swiss National Circus Knie gave Fr.6,000.— from
the takings at the farewell performance in the Valais.
These are only two examples of private help. Eight million
francs have been paid out by SUVA (Accident Insurance).

Some 400,000 cubic metres of ice have been removed
so far. Experts begun with their investigations; two
internationally known glaciologists and one geologist have
been entrusted with the task: Prof. Dr. L. Lliboutry (Uni-
versity of Grenoble), Prof. Dr. B. Brockamp (University
of Muenster, Westphalia), and Prof. Dipl. Ing. Leopold
Mueller (Universities of Technology in Munich and
Karlsruhe). There is still much uneasiness in the valley,
especially with regard to any possible further glacier move-
ment — a crack has been discovered in the barrage; it is
said to be of no danger. Snow has fallen and impedes

work. [a.T.s.]

IT HAPPENED IN THE CANTON OF BERNE

THE SEPARATIST MOVEMENT IN THE JURA

The Separatists in the Jura are still active and are
resolved to work for a separate Canton Jura. In June,
a detailed report was published by the Bernese Govern-
ment based on the findings by experts. It dealt with the
seventeen proposals made by the Jura Deputation in the
Bernese Grand Council. The Jura problem is one of
minorities, and it is only fair that the French-speaking
Jura minorities should be considered. The three experts,
Prof. Dr. Hans Huber (Berne), Prof. Dr. Max Imboden
(Basle) and the former Federal Judge Louis Python
(Fillistorf) have now been entrusted with the study of the
legal side of the proposals.

In the meantime, the ““ Rassemblement Jurassien ”, the
militant and rebellious movement, continues to demon-
strate. At the 18th festival of the Jura people in Delémont
in September, their leader maintained that the problem
had ceased to be a purely Bernese one and had now
reached federal level. An anti-Government resolution was
accepted by the demonstrators. The organisation of
Jurassiens living outside Jura territory deplored this resolu-
tion and appealed to the people of the Jura to realise the
danger some of the separatists were for the country,
especially where they asked for support from foreign
States. The new domestic science teachers’ training college
at Porrentruy should have been inaugurated on 18th
September. The ceremony had to be postponed as the
demonstrations announced by the separatists would have
caused grave disturbances. The college was then opened
on 7th October without any upset.

According to a decision by the Bernese Government
in March 1964, cantonal accounts for 1964 were again to
show the proportion both in revenue from and expenditure
for the Jura. At the end of October, the results were pub-
lished. State expenditure per head of the Jura population
amounted to Fr.539.—, for the rest of the Canton only
Fr.499.—. On the other hand, per capita revenue reached
only Fr.467.— in the Jura, whereas in the other parts it
was Fr.536.—. The Jura was responsible for larger
revenue in 1964 than in the previous year, but also caused
much heavier expenditure.

The Bernese-Jurassien Working Party, an independent
organisation of personalities from all walks of public and
private life, at their recent meeting under the chairmanship
of National Councillor Walo von Greyerz, declared their
willingness to support any action which dealt fairly and
objectively with the problem, but condemned the activities
of the extremists who did more harm than good.

In the Bernese Parliament, the Jura problem was
debated, but the result was postponement of any action
until the next report by the experts is published; it is
expected for the end of November.

CANTON

In 1955, the Canton of Berne recorded revenue of
285.8 million francs and expenditure of 273.4 mio. The
accounts for 1964 ended with a deficit of 41 million francs,
and the budget for the coming year estimates revenue at
593.4 and expenditure of 643.1 million francs. Under the
circumstances, the Cantonal Parliament decided to increase
taxes by one-tenth from 2.1 to 2.2.
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