
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1965)

Heft: 1485

Artikel: Swiss Federal Day of prayer

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-695016

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 26.07.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-695016
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


// k^öq,

Che Swiss Obsernr
Founded in 1919 by Paul F. Boehringer.

The Official Organ of the Swiss Colony in Great Britain
/4</Wsoo> Com«c:7: r. j. keller (Chairman), Gottfried keller (Vice-Chairman), dr. e. m. bircher, o. f. boehringer, j. eusebio, a. kunz, g. e. suter.

EDITED BY MRS. MARIANN MEIER WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF MEMBERS OF THE SWISS COLONY IN GREAT BRITAIN
Tc/e/Aone: Clerkenwell 2321/2. Published Twice Monthly at 23, Leonard Street, E.C.2. Telegrams: Freprinco, London.

Vol. 51 No. 1485 FRIDAY, 10th SEPTEMBER 1965

SWISS FEDERAL DAY OF PRAYER
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Both " Bet-Ruf " and " Alpsegen " have the same
origin, for they go back into the heathen times of the old
Germanic period. Originally, the herdsmen tried to ban
the evil spirits by using so-called " howling horns When
Christianty began to spread, the old heathen customs were
not immediately banned; and this is how the " Bet-Ruf "
and " Alpsegen " began. The wording of the heathen
formulas were Christianised, where it used to be a Ger-
manic Deity, it was now St. Peter who had to ban the wild
beasts. This is how age-old mythology has taken a
Christian form. To the true-to-nature mountain people,
the "Bet-Ruf" is the expression of deep feelings, and,
up in the alpine world, it is their prayer.

On 19th September, the Federal Day of Thanksgiving,
Atonement and Prayer is being celebrated throughout
Switzerland. This picture was taken on the Fronalp, high
above the Lake of Lucerne. It represents the " Bet-Ruf ",
the call to prayer which is often mistakenly called
" Alpsegen ".

The latter, however, is the ceremony at the beginning
of the alpine pasture season when a priest is present to
ask for God's blessing and the warding off of all evil.

In the " Bet-Ruf ", the oldest herdsman uses a wooden
milk funnel as a megaphone and says a prayer into the still
of the alpine evening.
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