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THE IMAGE OF SWITZERLAND IN THE WORLD

The theme of the next Assembly of the Swiss Abroad
to be held in Solothurn from 27th to 29th August, is " The
Image of Switzerland in the World". Questionnaires have
been sent to societies and groups in order to encourage
them to express their opinion. The questions are repro-
duced below, and readers are invited to send their com-
ments to the representatives of the Swiss community in
Great Britain on the Commission of the Swiss Abroad, viz.
to Mrs. M. Meier, 53 Priory Road, London N.W.6 (for the
South) and Dr. H. B. Knuchel, Cedarwood, The Springs,
Bowdon, Cheshire (for the North) not later than 13th July.
Answers may also be sent direct to the Auslandschweizer-
Sekretariat, Alpenstrasse 26, Berne. Opinions can be
expressed in either German, French or English. It is not
necessary to answer all the questions, and other relevant
points not mentioned in the questionnaire are welcome.

1. What opinion of Switzerland exists in your hostess
country?

— Is the general public interested in our country?
— In which way is this interest expressed? How far is

Switzerland considered in the Press, on Radio and
TV, and in films, etc.?

— How far are our political institutions known, our
cultural achievements and the most notable perform-
ances by our compatriots of the present and the past?

— How far is Switzerland taken notice of at the various
stages of schooling and in school books?

— What critical remarks have you heard about Switzer-
land and the Swiss? In what cases did you consider
such remarks justified?

— Does the reputation in your hostess country corres-
pond to the reality?

2. What do you think of the adaptability of the Swiss
in your hostess country?

— What difficulties do the Swiss find when trying to fit
in with the new surroundings? Are there difficulties
of language, incompatibility as regards mentality,
human relationship, daily habits, etc.?

— Do you believe that the Swiss try sufficiently hard to
adapt themselves? How do you judge them in this
connection as compared to other nationals?

— To what extent do they take part in the public life
of the hostess country?

— Have they any influence on their environment?
— Have the inhabitants of the hostess country in general

a friendly attitude towards Switzerland?

3. What is the Swiss contribution in your hostess
country?

— towards economic development?
— in the field of science, art, technology, education and

culture in general?
— towards extending social, welfare and charitable

activities?
— Which Swiss undertaking and initiatives of all kinds

deserve special mention in your opinion?

4. How do you judge the present relationship between
Switzerland and your hostess country?

— Do you consider these relations satisfactory? Has
Switzerland fostered and developed these relations
sufficiently?

— In what fields are these relations not satisfactory?
interstate relationship? cultural exchange? in the
economic sector? communications and information
services?

— Which are your suggestions and wishes regarding
future development of relations between Switzerland
and your hostess country?

— Do you believe that Switzerland shows enough interest
in your community and in your institutions and
societies, as well as in your undertakings and your
future? In other words: Does the image of Switzer-
land, the " presence " of Switzerland in your hostess
country receive the desired support?

5. Are our campatriots abroad satisfied with the relation-
ship with their homeland?

— In which field do you consider that such satisfaction
exists?

— In what way do you miss relations or deem them un-
satisfactory?

— Which are your sources of information regarding
Switzerland? Are you interested in the political, cul-
tural and sports events in our country?

— What impressions do you get on visits to Switzerland?
— Do you wish a more lively and intimate relationship

with your homeland? In what way could this be
realised in your opinion?

6. Have you any further suggestions regarding the general
theme?
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