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NOUVELLE SOCIETE HELVETIQUE

De. //. tF.
Preside/i/.

The Annual General Meeting of the London Group
of the Nouvelle Société Helvétique took place at the Swiss
Hostel for Girls in Hampstead on Tuesday, 21st April.
It was an extremely well-attended meeting. The Presi-
dent, Dr. H. W. Egli, was in the chair.

The Annual Report was presented and accepted. It
makes impressive reading. Apart from social functions,
the N.S.H. organised a number of highly interesting talks
and lectures by distinguished men and women from
Switzerland or resident in this country. The subjects of
the lectures since the previous Annual Meeting ranged
from " The Position of Women in Switzerland ", " The
Experiences of a Swiss Nurse with UNRRA, WHO and
the Red Cross ", " Wirtschaftspolitische Probleme der
Schweiz", "The Administration of Justice in Switzerland"," Features of the Swiss Political System ", to " The Im-
portant Contribution of the Suisse Romande to the De-
velopment of the Modern French Theatre " and " The
Little Masters of Swiss Landscape

The President's report on behalf of the Council goes
on as follows :

" By the courtesy of the French Institute we were able
to organise the programme of Swiss Folk Music and
Dancing with LES MOUETTES and LE VEGNOLAN
on their way to the International Eisteddfod, which proved
a great success. Our special gratitude is due in this con-
nection to Monsieur Jean Revilliod, Counsellor in Charge
of Cultural and Press Affairs at the Swiss Embassy, for
his initiative and help, also in arranging a reception for
the artistes after the concert at the Glendower Hotel.

" In order to take advantage of the presence in London
of two personalities from Switzerland, two functions had
to be organised in January. One of them in honour of the
Director of the Auslandschweizerwerk, Dr. Halbheer, had
to be combined with the annual film show and held at
the Livingstone Hall, due to the fact that the Swiss Hostel
was being re-decorated. The other function was a small
dinner given at the Glendower Hotel in order to enable
the Presidents of other Swiss Societies in London as well
as our members to meet Monsieur Maurice Jaccard of
the Federal Political Department, Berne, who came to
London in connection with proposals for the establishment
of a Swiss Cultural and Social Centre at the Swiss Centre
being built for the Swiss Bank Corporation. This also
was a successful function much appreciated by our Colony.

MEMBERSHIP
" We have again lost several members by death in

course of the year, namely; Mrs. Clara Müller, Mrs. Clara

Schaellibaum and Mr. Henry Pfirter. Another fourteen
members have returned to Switzerland or resigned for
other reasons. Nevertheless we were fortunate enough to
recruit eighteen new members. This increased our mem-
bership by one to 172. It is gratifying to note that our
functions continue to be well attended also by non-mem-
bers, who in time almost invariably express a wish to join
our Group. It is our pride to enable our Colony to hear such
distinguished people as are listed above and to be looked
upon as the main platform for prominent personalities who
are willing to talk on a subject of general and, in particu-
lar, of cultural interest for the Swiss. We are grateful
both to the Hostel and the S.M.S. for posting our invita-
tions to meetings on their blackboards which often brings
young compatriots to our functions.

" By the retirement of the Ambassador, Monsieur
Armin Daeniker, at the end of last year we have lost not
only our Hon. President, but also a member who has
always taken a lively interest in our activities. We have
presented Monsieur and Madame Daeniker with a small
token of our appreciation and affection, apart from contri-
buting our share towards the parting gift from our Colony.
We are glad to have received an assurance from the new
Ambassador, Monsieur Beat von Fischer, of his full sup-
port for our Group.

CONTACTS WITH THE HOMELAND
" While the Auslandschweizerkommission and the

Auslandschweizerwerk continue to devote themselves to
the interests of the Swiss abroad, this year there will be a
very special opportunity for the Swiss living abroad to
meet each other from all corners of the earth at the EXPO
at Lausanne, where from the 28th to the 30th of August
the " Journée des Suisses à l'Etranger " is being held.
Mrs. Mariann Meier has been elected by the Presidents'
Assembly to represent the Swiss community of South
England in the Auslandschweizerkommission with Mr. E.
Bonvin as substitute. Mrs. Meier is particularly well
qualified to represent our Colony, not least because she
is also editing the " Swiss Observer " with as much distinc-
tion as devotion.

" The Solidarity Fund also has become a most im-
portant living link between our Colonies and the home
country, sustained as it is not only by the annual con-
tributions of its members, at present approaching 8,000,
but also by a Federal guarantee of all its contractual
liabilities. This great gesture of support and confidence
from the Federal authorities should also encourage an ever
increasing number of our compatriots abroad to join in
this great manifestation of patriotic solidarity.

" We are pleased to state that the special drive for
subscribers to the monthly " ECHO " has produced many
new subscriptions, but we would warmly recommend our
members and friends, who may not yet have done so, to
subscribe both to the "ECHO" and the "Swiss Observer",
both periodicals serving our patriotic interests so admirably,
each in its own way."

The Hon. Treasurer's report showed that, owing to
the increase in membership fee decided at the last Annual
Meeting, the financial state of the Society was satisfactory.
Thanks were expressed to the two Hon. Auditors, Messrs.
D. E. Bonnet and M. A. Rothlisberger, who were re-
elected. The Council was chosen by secret ballot. Ac-
cording to the constitution, the Officers are elected by the
Council at the first meeting following the A.G.M. Results
will be published at a later date.
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There was some animated discussion of the provision
in the Federal Constitution regarding the Swiss Abroad.
A vote was taken in favour of the preliminary draft by the
Federal Council and submitted by the Organisation for the
Swiss Abroad in Berne for consideration.

ANNUAL DINNER
The General Meeting was followed by a dinner at

which over sixty members and friends were present. The
Guests of Honour were the new Swiss Ambassador and
Madame de Fischer. In fact, the Society had the pleasure
of two Ambasadors gracing the gathering with their
presence. Monsieur Jean de Stoutz, recently appointed
Ambassador to Israel, was amongst the members of the
N.S.H. for the last time before departing for his new post.

The President, Dr. H. W. Egli, welcomed the guests,
members and friends after the loyal toast had been drunk.
Although it was an informal dinner, this was deemed right
and proper as it was the birthday of Her Majesty, the
Queen. He announced that the members present
at the A.G.M. had unanimously elected Monsieur de
Fischer as Honorary President of the Society.

Monsieur de Fischer replied to the President's warm
words of welcome in three languages. He referred to the
sterling work done by the Nouvelle Société Helvétique in
Switzerland and the important part the London Group
played in the life of the Swiss Community in Great Britain.

Monsieur de Stoutz expressed good wishes for the
Group's future activities. Everyone present must have
been touched by the sincerity of his words and the regret
at leaving behind the many friends he and Madame de
Stoutz had made in the course of their stay in London.

The President also thanked the Warden of the Hostel,
Miss R. Preiswerk, and her staff for the invariably kind
hospitality and the excellence of the dinner provided. At
the suggestion of a former President, Mr. W. Renz, a
message, signed by all present, was sent to the Society's
former Honorary President, Monsieur l'Ambassadeur and
Madame Daeniker, now in well-earned retirement in
Switzerland.

An anonymous donor again provided a small present
for every lady present, this year in the form of a bottle of
eau Je Co/ogne. But even without this charming gesture,
the evening could undoubtedly be termed a great success.
It was the friendly atmosphere and the spontaneous
warmth of welcome creating a sense of belonging which
were the hallmark of this as of every other get-together
organised by the London Group of the Nouvelle Société
Helvétique. Mana/m.

SWISS CIIIJRCII
SERVICES EN FRANÇAIS : à l'Eglise Suisse, 79 Endell

Street, W.C.2, tous les J/manc/ms à llhOO et 19h00.
L'Eglise est ouverte le dimanche: pour le lunch
l'après-midi et le soir; le lonJi soir: dès 18h30; le
/eaJi: dès 15h00 et le soir.

PASTEUR : F. Jacot, 7 Park View Road, London N.3.
Telephone: FIN 5281.

SERVICES IN GERMAN: At St. Mary Woolnoth
Church, Lombard Street, Bank, E.C.3, every Sunday
at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

PFARRER: R. Kaegi, 1 Womersley Road, N.8.
Telephone: MOU 6018.

SWISS CATHOLIC MISSION

CHURCH and SERVICE: St. ANN's Catholic Church,
Abbey Orchard Street (off Victoria Street), S.W.I.

SUNDAYS: Holy Masses at 8, 9 and 11 a.m. with sermon
in English. At 7 p.m. with sermon in German and
French.

HOLIDAYS OF OBLIGATION: Holy Masses at 7.30
and 9 a.m. and 5.45 p.m.

WEEKDAYS: Holy Mass at 7.30 a.m.

CONFESSIONS in German, French and Italian:
EVERY SUNDAY 1 hour before Evening Mass.
EVERY SATURDAY from 11 a.m. to 12.45 p.m.

and from 5 to 7 p.m.
Every first, third and fifth Wednesday of the month

from 3 to 6 p.m.
Every second and fourth Thursday of the month from

3 to 6 p.m.
At any other time by appointment.

CHAPLAIN : Rev. Joseph Scherer, St. Ann's Church,
Abbey Orchard Street, S.W.I. Tel.: ABBey 2895.

Telegrams and Cables : TRANCOSMOS LONDON TELEX 24777 Telephone : HOP 4433 (8 Lines)

AGENCY
LIMITED.COSMOS FREIGHTWAYS

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDERS
By Road, Rail, Sea and Air

1, CATHEDRAL STREET,
LONDON BRIDGE, LONDON, S.E.I.

REGULAR GROUPAGE SERVICES WITH

SWITZERLAND
ANGLO-SWISS CUSTOMS EXPERTS.

Agents : WELTIFURRER INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT CO. Ltd., Zurich, Basle, Buchs, Schaffhausen, Geneva, St. Gall.

ALSO AT
LIVERPOOL, MANCHESTER
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,
HULL, BRISTOL, CARDIFF,
SWANSEA, NEWPORT, Mon.

GLASGOW.

CONNECTED
THROUGHOUT

THE WORLD

OFFICIAL FREIGHT AND
PASSENGER AGENTS FOR

SWISSAIR AND ALL AIR LINES
TO SWITZERLAND AND ALL

PARTS OF THE WORLD
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