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THE SWISS OBSERVER

12th April 1963

THREE BUSY WEEKS IN THE FEDERAL PARLIAMENT

The three weeks’ spring session of the Federal Parlia-
ment opened on 4th March in very cold weather, with
heavy snow still covering the countryside.

The President of the National Council. Councillor
Guinaud, welcomed the M.P.s, and three new members
were sworn in.

The first business to be dealt with concerned the build-
ing of a new mountain road over the Nufenen, which will
connect the Valais with the Ticino. Both Cantons are to
spend three million francs and the Confederation will con-
tribute Fr.7.830,000.—. This project was accepted unani-
mously.

Second on the agenda was the fifty-one-million-franc
project of developing the Geneva-Cointrin Airport which,
when the fourth part of the scheme is completed, will be
one of the most modern airports.

Long discussions were roused by the proposed altera-
tions to the Aviation Laws, whose article 8 deals with
mountain flights. This has now been amended to allow
take-offs and landings on landing strips or areas recognised
by the Federal, Cantonal or Military authorities.

A very important Bill which has been introduced is
that covering building measures in Civil Defence. A very
comprehensive message from the Federal Council was
discussed. In the light of atomic warfare new measures
will have to be considered, especially regarding protection
against radiation.  The question of cost caused much
debate — how much should the public authorities contri-
bute? The proposal visualises expense to the Confederation
of 45 million francs. excluding measures to be taken in
their own buildings. So far shelters exist for 14 million
people. and a large increase is needed. It will take some
twelve years to protect the whole population adequately.
The proposed measures were accepted by a very large
majority.

Parliament approved a Federal Contribution of 18
million francs towards the National Exhibition in Lausanne
in 1964.

The report by the Federal Council regarding economic
measures brought up European integration. The state-
ment made by Federal Councillor Schaffner on the meeting
of Ministers of EFTA in Geneva has already been reported
in the last issue of the “ Swiss Observer ”.

The second week of the parliamentary session was
devoted almost entirely to the Federal Finance Bill. On
11th May 1958 the Federal proposal regarding the revision
of the Federal Finances was accepted by the electorate.
It became valid on 1st January 1959 and decreed that
article 41 of the Constitution which gave the basis for
levying the turnover tax, the defence tax and the beer tax
should be deleted by 1964. The Federal Council, the
Council of States and the Commission dealing with the
proposal had all agreed to an extension of this article by
ten years. This was accepted by Parliament. Before the
individual items of the article were discussed, Federal
Councillor Bonvin gave a very determined opinion that
any tax reliefs were not justified while the economic boom
lasted. Nevertheless, a small concession in the defence tax
was accepted, and the whole Finance Bill was agreed to
by 98 to 10.

An emergency decree was accepted unanimously by
the National Council and the Council of States, giving the
Federal Council competence to order restriction of elec-
tricity consumption between 14th March and 31st May. The

drought of last year and the heavy winter have brought
a crisis to the Swiss hydro-electric production. and stringent
measures to cut down the use of electricity had to be con-
sidered.

Apart from important matters a number of lesser
questions were brought up in the course of the session.
They covered navigation of the river Aare, the upkeep of
the railway line Etzwil-Singen, the national roads. develop-
ment on the capital market, how to encourage savings, a
possible extraordinary contribution by the state to Swiss
returning home whose existence had been damaged by war.
help of invalids, protection of lakes and rivers. to take
off turnover tax from educational material. In this con-
nection the agreement with Italy was mentioned which
eliminates all customs duty on purchases and school-
materials imported into Italy by the Swiss schools in that
country.

The third week began with the announcement of the
death of National Councillor E. Giroud. Berne, followed
by a moving tribute to the deceased.

A long debate ensued in the matter of tax defrauda-
tion. With 104 to 26 votes a tax amnesty was agreed to
and will now have to be prepared for 1st January 1965.
The last amnesty was granted in 1945.

The Federal decree to join the Council of Europe was
up for discussion. Federal Councillor Wahlen reaffirmed
that this step would in no way touch on the neutrality
of our country. The decision was upheld by 126 members,
with only the three Communists voting against.

So far the Swiss Civil Code does not consider the
owning of a flat or single workshop, etc. It is only in
the Valais and the Ticino that this is customary. Parlia-
ment has now accepted this proposal and in future flats
will be for sale as well as houses. The obligation of fire
and third party insurance was debated at length and
separate voting was necessary. In answer to a question,
Federal Councillor Schaffner declared that the Federal
Council had agreed to an increase of 7% in the rents of
old flats. A proposal to discuss this coming increase was
only defeated by the President casting his vote against it.

A very important addition to the Federal Constitution
will be the new article on scholarships and educational
grants. Although there are apparently some 2,250 sources
of grants and financial help in Switzerland, a constitutional
settlement of the problem is urgent in view of the shortage
of trained people. In the last twelve years there has been
an increase in university students of 429,. The article
in itself is naturally not enough., and it will take some
three years until all the provisions are established. Inci-
dentally, the Swiss abroad are to be considered specifically.
The new article was unanimously accepted, but a proposal
to keep the sovereign rights of the Cantons explicitly was
defeated by 101 : 22 votes.

Before the ending of the spring session the National
Council had to hold an evening meeting in order to com-
plete its business. The shortage of houses and flats came
up once more and it was stated that it would not be pos-
sible to stop rent control by the end of 1964. Some other
solution would have to be found. Then followed dis-
cussion on inflation, in which no fewer than 27 speakers
took part. Federal Councillor Schaffner wound up the
debate by accepting the various suggestions. He said there
was widespread agreement on the diagnosis, but as to
therapy opinions differed. The influx of foreign workers
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was being watched and it was reassuring that a number
of organisations had voluntarily agreed not to ask for any
further shortening of the working week for the time being.
He felt that prices should not surpass the international
level and any increase of prices at home would have to be
kept at bay. The sitting was declared closed at midnight.

On the last day the alterations in the Cantonal Con-
stitution of Geneva were approved unanimously, also the
tax provisions in the Constitution of Uri, and Parliament
agreed to give a new concession to the Neuchatel mountain
railways.

At the end of the session the President announced
that there were some 127 unfinished motions to be dealt
with in the summer session, 78 from the previous sitting
and to which a further 49 had been added during the
present one. It might therefore be advisable to make the
summer session four instead of three weeks. He thanked
the M.P.s for the good work done, and a very fruitful
session came to a close.

(Based on reports by National Councillor Ph. Schmid
in the * Schweiz. Kaufm. Zentralblatt” and news
received from the A.T.S))

FEDERAL SUBSIDIES IN 1961

The Federal Department for Statistics has now pub-
lished the figures for the subsidies granted by the Con-
federation in 1961. These amounted to the record figure
of 758 million Francs, 129 more than in the previous
vear. (1900 : 679m.) Under these subsidies come all those
sums granted for a special purpose a fonds perdu. About
one-third of the money was given to the Cantons for their
own use or to be passed on. Per inhabitant Fr.76.13 were
paid out (Fr.61.67 in 1960). The smallest per capita con-
tribution was made to Basle, and the largest to the Grisons.
The following table shows the groups and the amounts,
in million francs and in percentages, with the previous
year’s figures in brackets:

1960 1960
Agriculture (including grain

stocks and alcohol utilisa-

(1[0 11 e Lt B S N 348.6 (305.7) 46.0 (45.0)
(BTa T Co ey an C b Al e 159.4 (124.5) 21.0 (18.3)
15 (701180 B ORI U R R e 81.8 (74.2) 10.8 (10.9)
Education and  vocational

(EAININg i 354 (32.5) 4.7 4.8
Butldings: o cm n ae ooeiss 30.5 (29.8) 4.0 4.9
Culture, science and art ......... 273 (46.0) 3.6 (6.8)
Welfare vimad it on gk s 225 (164) 3.0 (24)
International institutions and

a1d SSEhemes . ol o, 152 (13.2) 2.0 (1.9
BOTesSty el oau, oottt o, 11.0° (129) . 1.5  (1.9)
River correction and water

protection. .........cocovis 106 (7.8) 14 (1.2)
Industry, trade and commerce 7.6 (6.4 1.0 (0.9
Leisure and sport ............... 30 (33) 04 (0.5
Labour and economy ........... 26 4.2) 03 (0.6
Legal and political purposes .. 1.8 (1.7) 0.2 (0.3)
Animal protection and fisheries 0.5 (0.4) 0.1 (0.1)

The figures for health include an increase from 8.6
to 49.5 million francs for sickness insurance. The reason
for the drop in the science grant is that in 1960 it included
a contribution towards an atomic reactor.

International aid included 5.5 million francs for Tech-
nical Assistance. 5.2 million francs were spent on dairy
produce for international relief schemes, and UNICEF
received two million francs. [a.T.s.]

THE CALAMITY AT ZERMATT

For the past weeks the newspapers have been full of
reports on the typhoid outbreak at Zermatt. Much has
been printed and said which was not always accurate or
fair. Perhaps Miss Elizabeth Nicholas adequately ex-
pressed facts and feelings in her article in the * Sunday
Times ” on 31st March, ©“ An Era in Switzerland ”, extracts
of which are given below.

“The train of events that first came to light in the British
Press, the mysterious affair at Zermatt, has now developed into
a major scandal. Bit by bit, a state of affairs has been revealed
that I for one would never in my wildest dreams have believed
could be true of Switzerland; and, indeed, the Swiss are now
suffering for this very heavily. Their reputation which has been
second to none in the field of hygienic efficiency has, almost over-
night, been blown sky high. -

“1 am sorry for them; the very fact that this typhoid scandal
has occurred in Switzerland adds enormously to the sensation.
An outbreak of typhoid in some regions of the world, even in
Europe, would occasion no particular surprise; but in Switzerland
— that is quite a different matter.

“But if T am sorry for the Swiss people as a whole, I am
naturally infinitely more sorry for the victims of typhoid, and
for all those whose holiday has been ruined. At the same time,
I have no sympathy at all with the hoteliers and shopkeepers of
Zermatt it it is true that their sanitary installations were entiiely
inadequate to meet the needs of an expanding tourist traffic. That
they will lose a great deal of money through this epidemic is
salutary; it may ram home the fact that it might well have been
cheaper to put their sewerage system in good order before a
disastrous typhoid epidemic compels them to do so.

“The root of the trouble lies, of course, in the enormous
expansion of the past decade, that has transformed small moun-
tain villages into largish towns. Nevertheless, one would have
thought that the Swiss, of all people, would have appreciated the
vital necessity of expanding hygienic installations so that they
might deal efficiently with the vastly increased number of people
using them.

“That, it seems, has not been the case. On the other hand,
one must, in fairness, say that the Swiss Embassy in London denies
that typhoid was first diagnosed in Zermatt as long ago as January;
the first case was, in fact, identified on February 25, and the
presence of typhoid was publicly announced on March 10.

“ Many people may think this was too long a delay, but it
was, nevertheless, far less long than some reports suggest. It is
also denied that the first victim, an Italian workman, was em-
ployed on one of the reservoirs that supply Zermatt with water;
he worked, in fact, on a new hydro-electric scheme unconnected
with water supplies. [Grande Dixence Dam (Ed.)] An Embassy
spokesman draws attention, also, to the fearful drought in Zermatt
last summer, when no rain fell between March and October.
Winter, moreover, came early and hard, giving the reservoirs,
whose level was far below normal, no time to fill.

“ Be that as it may, we can be sure that the whole disastrous
affair will now be investigated with minute care and a full report
issued. The Swiss people themselves will insist on this, and on
any reforms that may be necessary to prevent a repetition. They
have been hit in one of their most tender places.”

In the meantime, Swiss Army Medical Bacteriological
Units have taken control of Zermatt, and all hotels and
restaurants have been closed down. No staff employed by
hotels, inns or shops, etc., are allowed to leave Zermatt
until all the tests (taking four days) have been completed
and a clean bill of health has been issued.

Please turn to page 50502 for an Official Commu-
niqué just received from the Swiss Embassy.
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