
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1961)

Heft: 1387

Artikel: The great Fire of Glarus

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-689986

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-689986
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


16th June 1961 THE SWISS OBSERVER 49627

RANDOM
F/ze Rev. Jörg Roz/zmzznzzdZ, of SZnZZgazT, /zas sac-

ceez/ez/ Z/zc Rev. Jürgen Ro/of as assisZa/zz Zo Z/ze ü/recZor
of z/ze Depaz-Zme/zZ a/ T/zeo/ogy of LaZ/zerazz JForW Fez/era-
Zio/z i/z Geneva.

* * *
National councillor Adolf Doswald died in Baden

at the age of 67. Mr. Doswald was a member of the
Alliance des Indépendants.

* * *
77ze goa/zead /zas been given Zo bai/d 39 new b/oc/cs

co/zZai/zi/zg 630 //aZ.v zn Geneva over z/ze nexZ year. T/zese
wz7/ be az/z/ez/ Zo a ZoZa/ o/ 94,443 fiaZs z'n Z/ze w/zo/e o/ Z/ze

canZon — o/ w/zzc/z 650 were baiiz zn Z/ze pasZ year.
* * *

Mr. Franz Jost, a teacher at Luzern's cantonal school,
has been invited by the University of Colorado to give
a course on comparative literature at Boulder (U.S.A.).

* * *
P/ans are goz'ng a/zea/7 zn Laasa/z/ze Zo bai/4 Z/ze " Tozzr

.Saras/n w/zzc/z is Zo be a 23-sZorey Zower, Zo /zozzse z/ze

Gnzvers/Zy o/ Laasanne. T/ze sz'Ze w/zzc/z /zas been c/zosen
zs near Z/ze ConzpZo/r .S'zz/sse aZ Reaa/iea on Z/ze wesZ siz/e

o/ Zown.
* * *

Administrative offices of the commune of La Chaux-
de-Fonds have adopted a five-day working week.

* * *
Gn/y 792 firms ozzZ of a ZoZa/ of 9,070 are foreign

owned, sZaZed Mr. Ldoaard C/zazzzay, presidenz o/ Z/ze SZaZe

Conned o/ Z/ze Geneva DeparZnzenZ o/ Finance. Az /east
70 per cenz of z/ze sZaff o/ Z/zese /zrnzs are Swiss and z'Z is
noZiceab/e Z/zaZ Z/zey are Zarning over nzore and more Zo

Swiss emp/oyees.
* * *

In Zurich, ten dance halls, at present closing at
midnight, may be allowed to stay open one hour longer.

He * *

Mr. 7/ans Fleig, editor on Z/ze foreign service of
Zaric/z's dady " Die LaZ ", /zas reZz'red. JEe may remember
Z/zaZ Mr. F/eig was Z/ze paper's London correspondenZ from
7943 Zo 7950.

* * *
The cold-blooded murder in a tobacconist shop of

an assistant, Miss Lina Wiget, has shaken Luzern. The
police have not yet discovered any apparent motive for
the crime.

* * *
F/ze o/desZ inhabitant of Fa/ais, Mrs. P/zdomene

MarZinedi, /zas died in Sierre at Z/ze age of 703.
(Ados/ of /he above //ems were rece/ved from die rt.T.S.

iVews .Servzce.)

77/£ OF GL/4RC/S

It was a springtime of really bad weather, when the
authorities of the community of Glarus decided to postpone
the annual "Landsgemeinde" to May 9th, 1861. But the
weather brightened up and the traditional open-air meeting
took place with a good attendance, discussing and voting
on the problems of the Canton Glarus. As usual, in the
communities, there were the regular fire-prevention drills
and exercises, except in the cantonal capital of Glarus,
where they were postponed for a few days. It was a fateful
decision, as during the afternoon the dangerous wind from
the south, the gusty " Foehn ", was already blowing quite
strongly.

The fire-guards were alarmed and made the rounds,
when suddenly the fire alarm was given from Councilman
Christian Tschudi's house; the church bells were tolling;
warning horns were blown and the firemen with the water
pump wagons got into action. But the wind was now
blowing fiercely and as more of the wooden buildings in
the centre of Glarus caught fire, it looked like a real con-
flagration. Firemen with their equipment came rushing
from surrounding villages to help extinguish the big blaze,
but within the short time of an hour some 150 houses of
Glarus were on fire or had already burned down. The
battle to limit the fire lasted all day and the following
night; then the " Foehn " wind subsided and so did the
fires. Glarus was a town in smouldering ruins and ashes.

This major catastrophe of 10th May 1861 has been
commemorated this year, the first centenary of the Great
Fire of Glarus. To-day, better safeguards to prevent such
windblown fires have been installed in many alpine villages
and thus reduced the number of such dangerous fires.
With the help of collections in money and goods in all
Switzerland, the town of Glarus was rebuilt in Glarner
house style, and now has the pleasant appearance of a
nice, clean and typical Swiss community.
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