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To the readers of "The Swiss Observer" and
to all members of the Swiss Community:—

" We are always at your disposal to discuss

any matters of insurance, which you may be
interested in. concerning this country. Switzerland,
or the Continent of Europe.

We further draw your attention to the fact
that we are able to procure for you especially
favourable rates and conditions for Marine
Insurance with the

Switzerland General Insurance Co. (London) Ltd.
who are a subsidiary Company of the " Schweiz
Allgemeine Versicherungs- Aktien-Gesellschaft ".
Zurich. This Company has a world-wide
organisation and their agents are at your service
to deal with your claims anywhere in the world."

THE
ANGLO-SWISS INSURANCE &
REINSURANCE AGENCY LTD

29-30 High Holbom
LONDON, W.C.I

Te/ep/jorte: CHAncery 8554 (5 lines)
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MALLEABLE IRON

TUBE FITTINGS

for the leakproof connection of steel tubes for
the conveyance of

GAS, WATER, STEAM, AIR, OIL

Every fitting ind/v/c/uo//y tested to 360 /b. per sq. inch
Send for illustrated catalogue to

LE BAS TUBE COMPANY LTD.
(Member of the GF Group)

CITY WALL HOUSE, 129 FINSBURY PAVEMENT
LONDON, E.C.2

"SO CLOSE TO LIFE"

" So Close to Life " is one of the most human and
least intellectually complex films Ingmar Bergman has
produced so far. At the same time it is closely related
to his other masterpiece, " Wild Strawberries ". The
latter was a film about old age, about a lifetime of
experience, guilt and expiation. " So Close to Life "
deals with birth, with the agonies and ecstasies of life's
beginnings.

In " Wild Strawberries " the vast accumulation
of eighty years' experience could not be depicted
realistically ; it had to be condensed into a series of
brief, symbolic sequences. " So Close to Life on the
other hand, is in Bergman's most realistic style, in
keeping with its subject matter.

The entire action of the film takes place in a
maternity hospital, and deals with the fate of three
women, who are sharing the same room. One of them
is brought there in an ambulance, in imminent danger
of a miscarriage : a weak, sensitive woman, who is all
too conscious of her inability to sustain the most im-
portant of human relationships. The second woman,
a strong, generous character, seems to be made for
motherhood, and is impatiently awaiting the birth of
her child. The third is a mere girl, estranged from her
parents, who is carrying an unwanted, illegitimate
baby. But life is a mystery, greater than individual
characters or attitudes, greater than our man-made
distinctions and moralities ; it makes its own choice of
what is to be born and what is to die. Yet its verdicts,
cruel though they may be, are not final, and those
whom it lias forced to accept a tragic loss will have
another chance

The subject of the film seems to have tapped a vein
of warm human concern in Bergman. Gone is the
curiously " frozen " emotional quality that has often
been noticed in his films. The magnificent craftsman-
ship, the unerring eye for the significant detail, are
still there, but this time Bergman confronts his subject
in a new attitude, compounded of awe and humility.

SWISS BANK CORPORATION

The Swiss Bank Corporation announce that after
writing off Sfcs.9,193,966, including allocation to
reserve for new buildings, the net profit for 1960
amounts to Sfcs.35,243,056 against Sfcs.30,742,810 last
year. Total assets amount to Sfcs.5.150,626,444 against
Sfcs.4,331.280,852.

At the General Meeting which took place in Basle
on 3rd March 1961, it was proposed to make a contribu-
tion of Sfcs.2,000,000 to the Pension Fund (as last
year), Sfcs.4,000,000 to Reserves and Sfcs.10,000,000 to
Special Reserves (as last year). It was further pro-
posed to pay a dividend of 10 per cent (as last year),
and to carry forward Sfcs.3,294,803 as against
Sfcs.3,263,899.

The share capital is to be increased from
Sfcs.180,000,000 to Sfcs.200,000,000 by the issue of
40,000 new bearer shares of Sfcs.500 nominal at par to
rank for dividend as from 1st January 1961. Capital
and reserves will thus total Sfcs,337,000,000.
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