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Mr. Oskar Schneider, who died last month in Chicago,
where he held the post of Consul-General for Switzerland,
was born in Gossau, Canton of St. Gallen, in 1898. From
1921 to 1934 Mr. Schneider was with the Swiss Legation
in London. Later he was transferred to Dublin. Before
moving to Chicago, he was Consul in Manchester from
1945 to 1951, and had held diplomatic posts in Paris.
Danzig and Manila.

* * *
The /armers' r/or at ihe Federa/ Par/iazzzem Pzzi/dmg

izz Feme mv Warned by z7ze president o/ ihe Swiss Farmers
t/m'on on ihe dissident t/nion des Prodactenrs Swisses.
The oat/jrea/c /o/iowed a gaihezdzzg o/ zzzzzre ihazz 30,000
/ar/ners /rom a/i parts o/ Switzerland protesting a two-
centimes rise in ihe price o/ milk. The original gat/zering
was strictly peaceable, however, a/ty;r>;rg/7 .vixieezz extra
trains converged on Perne's /nain station br/zzgz/zg t/ze

placard bearing protesters to t/ze capita/.
* * *

A first group of twenty-three Tibetans are being
trained for permanent settlement in the Toggenburg moun-
tain area of north-eastern Switzerland. More groups will
follow. The newcomers, refugees from the " Roof of the
World " now occupied by Red China, seem to feel
perfectly at home in the chilly climate of this " Roof of
Europe

* * *
Pro/essor ILaher //allstcin, c/zairman o/ i/ze Common

Market Commission, recently visited Switzer/and. //e gave
a lectzzre in Zzzric/z and later was received in Perne />y an
o//icia/ delegation o/ t/ze Fede/'al Cozzzzczl.

* * *

During the period from 1st October 1960 to 30th
September 1961, Swiss breweries produced a total of
3,678,000 hi. of beer, representing an increase of 11.78%
over the previous period. This increase is attributed partly
to the extremely favourable meteorological conditions
obtaining during this period and partly to the rise in the
number of foreign workers at present domiciled in Switzer-
land, as well as to the rise in the standard of living.

* * *
M. £mzl ,S7ade/ho/er, born In 1915 in ,Sc/za//hazz.vezz,

/zas been nominated .Swiss H/zzbassadzzr to Czzba.

* * *

Pain-killing pills and powders are swallowed at the
rate of 150 million a year in Switzerland, according to
recent figures released in Berne.

NEWS AT
Today i/zere are some 150,000 blood donors registered

wit/z t/ze Fed Cross in Switzerland, /n 1960 t/zese pwb/ic-
spirited citizens provided 185,000 bottles o/ blood — in
1950 t/ze /Igzzre was only 24,000 bott/es. /(t present, blood
trans/zzsions in .Switzer/and are given at tbe rate o/ one
every /oar minâtes.

* * *

Divorce is more than ever an aching problem in
Switzerland. Through the separation of parents there are
now over 70,000 children without proper family life.

* * *

Dzzring t/ze lost /ew monf/zs t/ze Swiss Merchant Fleet
bas received se vera/ new additions, tbzzs considerably
strengthening the cz.»zz«iry'.y sapp/ies position. Pv the end
o/ this year, the Swiss /leet will probably nzz/nber so/zze 30

cargo boats, /or the most bzzi/t very recently, with a tofa/
capacity o/ approximately 26,000 tons, a /igzzre never
reached be/ore in Swiss maritinze history.

* * *

At a reception organized by the Swiss community in
New York, Mr. Max Petitpierre, former Federal
Councillor, was given the golden keys to that great
American city. Mr. Max Petitpierre is only the sixth person
in the world to receive this great honour.

* * *

The //a/lwill castle, in the Canton o/ Hargazz, is going
to be restored. Pzzilt in the e/eventh centzzry, the castle /e/1
into complete rzzin last year, bat now a commission has
been charged wit/z the /ob o/ rebzzi/ding this old, historical
site o/ great valzze.

* * *

Neighbouring Liechtenstein has started to issue new
licence plates for cars registered in the principality — to
correct an historical error. Until now, Liechenstein licence
plates carried a vertically divided blue-and-red shield. The
shield on new plates is now coloured in gold and red, the
true Liechtenstein colours, and is also embossed with the
princely crown. The news is specially welcomed in the
Canton of Ticino, where licence plates are going to con-
tinue to bear the old " Liechenstein " shield — it being the
cantonal coat of arms.
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ROTTERDAM - BASLE - ROTTERDAM

by m.v. BASILEAffand m.v. BOSCO

For a comp/ete rest a/»/ cAaf?g/#ig scenery
For full particulars apply to Agents

COMPTON'S LIMITED
Cap House, 9-12 Long Lane, London, E.C.I

Tel.: MONARCH 6020 Telegrams: Comnavir London E.C.I



15th December 1961 THE SWISS OBSERVER 49869

RANDOM
Owe to /be /?o//a//on o/ /be Rbô/ze w;; river /row 5/otJ,

/« Ka/a/s, révéra/ /b«a,va«<7 /roa/ bave perriber/ over /be
/a^r /ew riayv. One bebe/ i.v /ba/ /be po//w/io« was caaseb
by cbem/ca/ reririae be/«# aba»pec/ /«to /be river.

* * *
Employees of the City of Zurich are to have their pay

increased by 8% beginning 1st April next year. Half of
the increase is based on the rise in the cost of living index.

* * *
La CbawA-c/e-Fo«c/.v vom//; bave organized a bage

process/on in prates'/ again.v/ «ac/ear experiments' and
atomic war/are.

* * *
The Swiss Army has shut down its 80-bed sanatorium

at Montana in the Valais, two years after its Arosa
sanatorium was shut. The reason given is the decline of
tuberculosis, which leaves sufficient empty beds in private
sanatoriums.

* * *

Former /eacber a/ Laasanne ant/ /Veacba/ei t/ni-
verri/ier, and .vpecia/i.v/ m /be rab/ec/ o/ geography, wbicb
bad inspired bis .ve vera/ boohs, Cbar/es B/ermann died
rece«//y a/ Ma/it-sar-Laasanne a/ /be age o/ 86.

* * *

The organising committee of the Geneva Automobile
Salon have announced that the 32nd Auton Salon, to be
held on 15th to 25th March of next year, will have a record
number of exhibitors.

* * *

/a iVewcbâ/e/ an o///c/a/ enquiry bas been ordered to
/ind oa/ bow s/aden/s came /o be in po.vve^i/an o/ a /.//a
o/ eA'p/a.v/ve.s' wbicb /bey in/ended de/ivering to a repre-
sen/a/ive o/ /be /I igerian movemen/ F.L./V.

* * *

The ashes of a Japanese professor were interred last
week-end in a Swiss grave, beside the remains of one of
Switzerland's most famous benefactors, Heinrich Pestalozzi.
Thus, Switzerland — and the Canton of Aargau. where
Pestalozzi is buried at Birr — honoured the last wish of
Professor Arata Osada, the leader of a large Pestalozzi
movement in Hiroshima. The Professor was awarded an
Honorary Doctorate by Zurich University for his Japanese
translations of Pestalozzis works.

* * *

/!/ zlmrriw//, Canton a/ Tbargaa, Mrs. Mar/a Grab-
Sa//er ba.v ceiebra/ed ber 104/b bir/bday.

(Mo.vf o/ z/i*> *160 ve items were receive*/ /rem t/ie /4.T.5. News Service.)

/4«ot/ier victory /or JEi7/iara 7c//
William Tell, the legendary Swiss national hero, has

won a battle against a project which was to sprinkle the
mountainside above Tell's Chapel on Lake Uri, one of
his treasured shrines, with an assortment of little holiday
chalets. They were popularly referred to as " holiday
pillboxes since the original plans revealed modernistic
designs in the fashionable concrete-cube pattern. Not
William Tell in person, but the government of Canton Uri
eventually intervened at the urgent request of the societies
for the preservation of natural and historical monuments,
and it has just found a solution which will protect the
fabled hillside between the lakeshore and the famous
Axenstrasse for all time: The whole area has been
purchased by the government and put under nature-
protection. Two of the " pillboxes " which had mush-
roomed out of the ground prematurely were torn down,
much to the delight of local nature-lovers.

A/et/z'Zerra«ca/z Sw/7 7/7 Locarno
Southern Switzerland's sunshine city of Locarno, on

Lake Maggiore, not only boasts of an extremely mild
climate favouring an almost sub-tropical vegetation, but
also of being the country's most " many-sided " winter
resort. At Locarno, as a matter of fact, you can walk
under palm trees and ski under a Mediterranean sun all
in one day. The ski area of Cardada-Cimetta, which was
opened up a few years ago through a network of funiculars,
aerial cableways and chair-lifts, has recently been

expanded uphill to points some 5,700 feet above sea-level.
The new extension of the ski-lift is 1,120 feet long and
has a transport capacity of 700 passengers per hour. As it
leads up to an elevation where snow conditions are
generally perfect, and feeds six different north-slope
downhill runs, it is hoped that it can be operated until
mid-April, which is the peak of Locarno's spring season.
Cardada-Cimetta has its own Swiss Ski School with daily
programmes.

t/te best o/ BaZZy at

LONDON SHOE
116 IVeie Bond Street, RLI

266 Regent Street, ÏF .1

22 S/oane Street, S.fF.I


	News at random

