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C/iWsY/ruis Eve in r/ie oW Geneva

Christmas Present
The time of gifts is near
The turkey fat for the roast
The tree stands there in the corner, somewhere
And the wine made ready for the toast.

Is there a glass raised for those absent?
Is there a gift aside for the poor?
Is there a thought for the sick and the lonely
As we gaze on that tree's bright decor?

There shall be joy and gladness
The day our Saviour was born
But didn't He intend that same spirit
To live on. long past Christmas morn?
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Berlin, Congo. Cuba, Tibet, Vietnam — names which
mark new stakes in the fall of the old Western order. In
fact, for quite a few years now, we have witnessed, powerless
and horrified, a complete overthrow at world level. What
is more, this year the Christmas feast is put under the
terrible threat of the 50-megaton bomb, latest product of
the atheistic Kremlin.

However, we must remember that as long as there is
life there is hope, and the message of Christmas is a
message of hope, generosity and kindness. We never know
what tomorrow will bring, but we know for sure that there
will always be Christmas in the hearts of men of good will.

Charles Dickens used picturesquely to speak about
turkeys, puddings, oysters and all the good things we enjoy
at about this time of the year. But that great writer, whose
150th anniversary we will celebrate next year, never forgot
the true, spiritual meaning of Christmas. For behind the
bright lights of Regent Street and aside from the material
abundance of today, remains the eternal problem of human
understanding amongst our fellow men.

The year which is ending has been marked in our
colony by the loss of several dear friends, and also by
the regrettable closing down of the Schweizerbund. On the
other hand, the Swiss Church in London next year will
be celebrating its bicentenary, and this indeed is an
achievement which should give hope to all of us in these
troubled times.

P.E.
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