
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1961)

Heft: 1391

Rubrik: Odds and ends

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


11th August 1961 THE SWISS OBSERVER 49717

After a three-year break the Swiss Federal Wrestling
and Alpine Festival will be staged at Zug on 12th and 13th
August. Although modern sports are constantly gaining
ground and the number of football and athletic stadia
keeps on growing, the old, tough Alpine-style wrestling
still holds the interest of most Swiss. This is obvious from
the rapid sale of tickets for the Federal Festival at Zug, one
of Central Switzerland's historic little towns. Tubular steel
stands will provide seats for about 20,000 spectators and
there will be room for at least another 10,000 to stand in
the circle round the seven sawdust wrestling rings.

For two days 260 herdsmen and gymnast wrestlers —
the winners of hard-fought eliminating bouts — will be
throwing all their technical skill, strength and courage into
the battle for the title of wrestling champion, or " king "
as the winner is called in Switzerland. There is no lack of
notable candidates for the " royal " title, either. Chief
interest is centred on Max Widmer, the unassuming
wrestler from Oftringern, Canton Aargau, who is champion
of Fribourg. The Thun champion, Eugen Holzherr, of
Basle-Bärschwil, a stocky, athletic figure, will also be trying
his luck. The veterans will have their work cut out to with-
stand the onslaught of the victory-bent younger com-
petitors.

Apart from the robust twosome wrestling contests,
Herculean figures, mostly from the oldest Cantons in
Central Switzerland, will be entering the lists to compete in
another ancient Swiss sport, putting the weight, using the
centuries-old Unspunnen Stone, which weights 170 lb. And.
of course, no event of this kind would be complete without
the traditional yodellers and alphorn players to put the
spectators in the right festive mood.

* * *
A doctor une/ a young man me? a? a coc/c/a/7 party." / wan? to thank you, doctor," xaid the young man," /or the bene/i? / have gained /rom your ?rea?7nen?."
The doctor looked a? him blankly. " Ru? / don'?

think yo7< are a patient o/ //tine," he /ina//y .said.
" iVo, Tm no?," came ?he cheer//// reply. " 5//? my

//nc/e wax, and /'m hix heir."
* * *

The open-air market women who have stalls in the
tiny winding streets around the Place de la Palud, where
a life-size medieval statue of Justice crowns a bubbling
fountain, are now going to work in the Vaudois National
costume. Twice a week (on Wednesday and Saturday) the
market women, dressed in lace, billowing petticoats and
elaborately embroidered aprons, make the old city look
exactly like a 17th-century engraving. The rue St-François
and the winding streets near rue Centrale are wonderful for
the housewife seeking the extra-fresh vegetables, the
choicest fruits, home-made syrups, honey and fresh
eggs

* * *
/I psych/a?/*«? wax telling about a patie/7? who believed

m voodoo a/zd black magic.
" He doexn't realize ?ha? all ?ha? mumbo /umbo ix

rt'dic/doz/x," xaid the pxychiatrixt. " Foodoo ix /ax? a lot o/
xwperxtition."

" Tom told him that, o/ courxe?"
" Oh no, no? /," xaid the doctor.
" Do yoa think / wan? him to pa? a cz/rxe on me?"

* * *
The exceptionally fine " Hand Drawings of the Berlin

Engravings Cabinet " have been assembled to make a
grand show in the Graphic Collection of the Federal

Institute of Technology in Zurich. A novel theme and an
original treatment are to be found in the exhibition entitled
" Oskar Schlemme and the Abstract Stage " at the Zurich
Museum of Applied Arts. It shows trends in stage design
which were given exemplary expression in the work of
Oskar Schlemme.

In August the Kunsthaus in Zurich is exhibiting the
works of the French sculptor, Henry Laurens, and thus
affording an insight into a highly individualistic contribu-
tion to the development of modern sculpture. The Swiss
Television, Radio, Gramophone and Electronics Exhibi-
tion, which will be taking over the halls of the Congress
House in Zurich for the demonstration of a wide variety of
new models, is a large-scale show intended to appeal to
the man in the street.

* * *
G'eorge Crt't/cox, 77, known ?o princex and miliionairex

ax " George o/ the Ritz ", who d/ed recen?/y, xpen? more
?han 45 yearx a? ?he ho?e/, 77 o/ ?hem ax head porter. 77e
re?z'red /ax? mon?//.

While m charge o/ ?/ze inquiry dexk, he once d/d a
/avonr /or ?he /a?e Aga A"ha/z and ?hey became h'/e-/ong
/rzendx. The Aga Khan, who ca//ed Mr. Criticox " The
Honourable George", en?rnx?ed him with //zany buxinexx
co//:n7/xx/onx and pa/d /or h/x annua/ vaca?/on /or 55

He once nearly ?hrew King Rorix o/ Rulgaria ou? o/
?/ze ho?e/ becaaxe the king, who wax /ond o/ drz'v/ng ?ra/'nx,
en?ered ?he ho?e/ wearing grimy overai/x. Rn? he recognized
?he king in ?i/ne.

* * *
In 1960, the number of students registered at the

University of Lausanne reached a new record: 2,815 (an
increase of 200 over 1959) of which 1,370 were foreigners,
mostly from France (150), the United States (128), Greece
(120), Germany (120), and Iran (80). Of the five scholar-
ships given by the University, two were awarded to French
students, one to a German, one to an Austrian, and one to
an American. Summer courses were attended by 1,466
students of whom 1,207 came from 40 countries.

* * *
O/ze day a xbr-yea/'-o/d gi/7 hmchcd a? a neighboar'x

/zouxe. A /?er her return, her mother imp/ired i/ xhe'd had
a nice hz/zch.

" Tex, Mummy," wax her a/zxwer.
" 07za? did you ear?"
" Soup and a xa/zdwich."
" What kind o/ xandwich?"
" / don'? know. / didn't /ook inxide," xhe replied.

* * *
At Seewen, between Arth-Goldau and Brunnen on the

Gotthard Line, the " Finest Crystals of Our Alps " will be
on show until September. Well-known crystal hunters have
assembled about six hundred particularly fine specimens of
widely varying shapes which they have found and brought
down from the rocky heights.

* * *
7/z Sutton Rarixh Churchyard, Surrey, ix thix tombxtone

epitaph:
Here hex my poor wi/e,
Without bed or b/ankit,
Ru? dead ax a door-nail —
God be thank!?/

* * *
After a run of four years in New York and another

year in London, " West Side Story " will be featured in
Lausanne (exclusively for Switzerland) from 18th to 24th
September, at the same time as the 42nd Swiss Autumn
Fair (Comptoir Suisse) to be held at the Palais de Beaulieu
from 9th to 24th September.
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