
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1961)

Heft: 1390

Artikel: Europe's most exciting trains

Autor: Davey, Frank

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-690675

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-690675
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


49692 THE SWISS OBSERVER 28th July 1961

EUROPE'S MOST EXCITING TRAINS
by FRANK DAVEY

(Editor of "Holiday Fanfare")

It was something to be the guest of British, Dutch,
Belgian, Luxembourg. French, Swiss and Italian railways
— all in one week. Actually, my invitation to the
inaugural run of the new TEE (Trans-Europ-Express)
trains at the end of June came from the Swiss Federal
Railways. But it was wise of the others to make one a
guest, too; this forestalls comparisons, and comparisons
are notoriously " odorous "!

Our outward voyage from Harwich to the Hook of
Holland was across a smooth sea in torrid weather.

Rotterdam's new city shopping centre I found oddly
reminiscent of Crawley New Town in England.

Through Brussels, Metz, Strasbourg and Basle, to
Zurich we were taken efficiently by the diesel-electric

TEE " Edelweiss ". The names of the rivers we passed
would have inspired Hilaire Belloc to a series of discursive
studies of Europe's history or dissertations in praise of
her wines — Scheldt. Meuse, Moselle, Rhine; especially
if one added those we were to cross later — Rhône,
Saone, Seine.

Zurich, as befits so wealthy and important a city,
seemed conscious of its stately dignity; the shops of the
Bahnhofstrasse would be difficult to match anywhere in
Europe.

Next morning, we boarded the first of the new TEE
trains, which were really the object of our journey, the
" Ticino ", which was to carry us to Lugano. Railway
experts among our number grew excited — increasingly
so as the afternoon wore on. It was, indeed, impossible
for the mere layman to remain unmoved by the fact that
he was now in part of a shining new link in a chain
joining no fewer than ninety important towns of the
European continent.

The excitement mounted as we left the lake of Uri,
passed through Altdorf with its legend of William Tell,
and began to climb through the valley of the Reuss
towards those amazing spirals — especially at Wassen,
whose church tower first appears high above the railway
line and later is seen far below you! The new TEE train
takes these gradients of 1 in 37^ and 1 in 40 at speeds of
53 m.p.h. or more. Through the nine-mile engineering
marvel of the St. Gotthard tunnel from Göschenen to
Airolo, and down the four more spirals which descend to
the more Southern climate and architecture of the Ticino,
it still astonishes to realise that one has passed 1.000 feet
under Andermatt. At Bellinzona, it was found that we
had burned out something in our brave locomotive; but
the second unit took us easily down to Lugano.

Of Lugano it is difficult to speak except in super-
latives. Samuel Butler, the satirist, who was not an easy man
to please, wrote of the people of the Ticino that they were
among " the best and most lovable in the world " and
said his one desire was to return there. The beauty of
Lugano and its lake, as well as the hospitality we enjoyed,
made me feel exactly that.

Crossing the lake next morning in TEE " Gottardo "
to Chiasso and Milan, I took more notice of the comfort
of the new train, though the journey took us but one hour.
Warm colours and air-conditioning were but a part of
this. The whole 411-foot length of train is insulated;
between the double-glass of the windows a Venetian blind
descends or ascends at the press of a button — and the
passenger can alter the angle of the slats at will. His
chair is of aircraft type, its position changing also at the
press of a button. Lighting is cunningly diffused from the
roof in each of the five coaches.



28th July 1961 THE SWISS OBSERVER 49693

The four new trains were produced in the works of
SI G at Neuhausen and the Oerlikon factories. Technically.
I suppose, their chief feature is the method by which the
traction units are designed to adapt themselves to use
3,000 volts D.C. in Italy, 15,000 volts 16 J cycles in
Switzerland, 25,000 volts 50 cycles from Vallorbe to Dole
in France, and 1,500 volts D.C. from Dole to Paris Lyon.
This adaption is made simply by the driver pressing a
button in his cabin.

No wonder Milan's city band played us out of the
station when we left by TEE " Cisalpin to skirt Lake
Maggiore's beautiful shore, through the Simplon tunnel
(again at unprecedented speeds), and down through the
Valais, beloved by poets such as Rilke and Gerard Manley
Hopkins, to Lake Geneva.

I gazed up to the Alpine heights, marvelling that
those melting snows were the source of the power that

(P/io/o : Swiss Afa/iona/ Toumf 0//ice)

moved our train. At Lausanne, we left to cross the Jura
for Dijon. The 511 miles, Milan to Paris including
frontier stops, took precisely eight hours — faster than
it had ever been done by any train before.

A final word in praise of the exceptional smoothness
of the new TEE trains. Through all this wealth of
European scenery it seemed as if one were not on rails
at all, but in the gondola of an airship. This, and the
excellent fare provided in the dining-cars, makes TEE
travel fit for kings and millionaires!

777£ F£Z)£7?/4L
5É//ZJ) £L£C77?/C 77L4/MS
E/ec/ric TEE /rains wi// soon he rzznning over /he

fa/nozzs Go/tharzi Eine, azzz/ wi// /hzzs ////-in a /ong-ozzt-
s/zznz/ing gap in /he network covered hy /he.ye znoz/ern
weans o/ /rave/. Ehe Go/tharz/ Eine has heen /e/7 ozz/ o/
/he pic/zzre zzp /o now hecazz.se a// /he present Trans-
Ez/rop-Expresses, /o give /henz /hez'r /zz// nazne, are z/r/ven
hy E>zese/-zno/or.y. Dze.ve/-ra;7car.s, or szwz7ar /ocozno/z'ves,
are no/, however, cozzsz'z/erez/ as hez'ng szzz7ah/e for hazz/z'ng,

or prope/h'ng, heavy /raz'ns over /he s/eep grazfzen/s (zzp /o
7 in 40) of /he Go/tharz/, a/ speez/s which wozz/z/ no/
z'n/erfere wz'/h /he smooth working of o/her fas/ /rains on
/his heavi/y /oaz/ez/ h'ne; no/ /o znen/ion /he inconvenience
of traversing /he (ahozzt) 9^ zni/es of the Go/tharzZ tzznnei
with /zzzne-eznit/ing Diesei-engi/zes.

The Swiss Eezierai Fai/ways have, however, arrangez/
for fozzr eiec/ric /rain se/s to he hzzi/t — a/ a cost of
4,000,000 Swiss francs each — wi/h which TEE services
Znrich-Go//harz/-Mz7an as we// as Mi/an-Eazzsanne-Paris
can he proviz/ez/, fro/n szz/nzner 7967 onwarz/s.

These zzew /rains, each consisting of five car-zzni/s,
have a ieng/h of ahozzt 404 fee/, a weigh/ of zzpprzzxizzza/e/y
244 metric tons, a/taz'n, on szzi/ah/e sec/ions, mactimzzm
speez/s of near enozzgh 700 zni/es per hozzr, anz/ proviz/e /he
z/zos/ zzp-/o-z/a/e acconzznoz/a/ion wi/h a// corresponz/ing
azneni/ies for 726 passenge/'s. The tractive perforznance is
ass/zrez/ hy e/ec/ric zno/ors, /oca/ezi in a specia/ car-zzni/,
/zaving azz ozz/pzz/ of 2,400 h.p.

The z/esign of /he new coaching stock is hasezi, to a
/zz/'ge ex/en/, z>zz /he severa/ years' experience wi/h the
Diese/ rai/car trains which /he Swiss Fez/era/ Pz«7wzzv.v
hzzi/t, in czz-zzpz'/'aZ/zzzz wi/h the iVe/her/zzzzz/s' Fai/wzzys, fo/'
/he TEE services Zzzrich-zf zns/erziazn anzi Brzzsse/s-Paris.
The trains fzzs/ zzzen/ionezi consist zzf a " zzzachine car"
(i.e., a /razz/ion zzn/7), a car wi/h kitchen anz/ z/ining-rooni,
a cezz/re-corriz/or czzach, anz/ a siz/e-corriz/or coach. 7/ has
heen provez/, however, /ha/ zziost trave/iers have a prefer-
ence for cezi/re-czzrriz/or coaches sizni/ar to /he stanz/arz/
zzzies zzsez/ in Swiss z/zzzzzes/ic traffic.

The passenger cars of the hew TEE /raizis w/7/, /here-
fore, a// he of a cent/'e-corriz/or type. The specia/ facing
of /he ves/ihzz/es, which has prz/ve/7 to he popzz/ar in /he
SEP/TVS TEE /rains, is znain/ainezE /I new ar/-angeznen/
has, however, heen az/optez/ for c/oak-roozns anz/ /zzggage-
/•oozns, which az-e zzow of /arger z/iznensions anz/ si/zza/ezi
a/ one enz/ of /he coach, near /he entrance z/oors, wi/h BEC.
anz/ toi/e/s heing p/acez/ together at the o/her enz/ of /he
carriage.

Mafee de/icrous

0VALTINE

Good Night Beverage
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