
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1960)

Heft: 1369

Artikel: "Roulez tambour"

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-691246

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-691246
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


August 26th, 1960. THE SWISS OBSERVER 49259

for harnessing for the purpose of the generation of
energy. For the future, Switzerland will now have to
look round for new sources of energy, as industry, also,
is now consuming more and more energy as a result of
the increasing number of electric appliances and plants
required for automation.

A great many discussions have been taking place
lately regarding the utilisation and the profitableness
of two sources of energy for supplying the current
required for commercial purposes — petroleum and
atomic energy. Plans have been made to bring a pipe-
line for oil from Genua which will pass through
Switzerland to South Germany and from which a con-
duit will branch off into the canton of Valais, where an
oil refinery will be set up in the lower part of the
Rhône Valley. It has also been suggested that, in
addition to the refinery, a thermo-power station could
also be built there. Moreover, prospecting for oil has
been going on in Switzerland for a great many years,
but whether the borings that are now going on in the
vicinity of Zurich will prove successful remains to be
seen.

ROULEZ TAMBOUR

Who among our compatriots does not know that
fiery and inspiring song of our French-speaking
brethren, which long ago became the common property
of our nation This patriotic song is celebrating its
103rd birthday anniversary, and it is well worth
recalling at what time, and in what circumstances,
this martial tune first saw the light of day.

" Roulez Tambour " originated during the Neu-
châtel dispute of 1856/57, which created a great stir
not only in Switzerland, but throughout Europe. In
contrast to the other twenty-one cantons, which con-
stituted the Swiss Confederation, and which were
without exception of a purely republic character, the
canton of Neuchâtel, which entered the Confederaton
in 1815, was still a principality under foreign juris-
diction. The King of Prussia was in fact called, among
his other titles, Prince of Neuchâtel and Count of
Valiangin. When, a hundred and three years ago, the
regeneration movement swept away reactionary
governments in most of the cantons, the republicans
in the canton of Neuchâtel revolted against its rulers,
but the revolution was put down by force. The small
but active republican party did not lose heart ; the
discontent with the representatives of the royal dynasty
grew rapidly, and many adherents were won over in
various parts of the Jura.

During the great and far-reaching political events
of 1847 and 1848 a new and vigorous revolution broke
out, and the Government was promptly chased over
the border. A new constitution was proclaimed, which
was more in keeping with that of the Swiss Confedera-
tion. Prussia, which at the time had its own troubles,
seemed to take but little notice of the happenings,
treating the matter very contemptuously; but nine
years after this event the royalist party, under the
leadership of Colonel de Pourtalès, tried to reinstate
the old régime. On the night of 2nd/3rd September,
his troops stormed the castle and took possession of
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the town of Neuchâtel. The republican Government
was arrested and put under lock and key ; but the
following day the republican forces, under the com-
mand of Colonel Denzler, recaptured the castle. Eight
royalists were killed, 26 wounded and 480 made
prisoner. The King of Prussia at once demanded
that all prisoners should be set free, and made other
demands, asserting his rights over the Principality of
Neuchâtel. His demands were couched in such terms
that no self-respecting country could enter into even
preliminary negotiations, and war seemed inevitable.

On 2nd January the Prussian army received
marching orders, the South German States having
granted free passage to the King's forces. A wave of
war enthusiasm swept over the whole of Switzerland,
the entire population stood like one man behind the
Federal Council, volunteers flocked to the colours
from all parts of the country. On 30th December
Parliament unanimously elected General Dufour com-
mander-in-chief of the Federal forces. He assembled
at once an army of 30,000 men and positioned them on
the threatened frontier. Extensive fortifications were
erected, all the Rhine bridges were fortified. Schaff-
hausen and Eglisau were transformed into fortresses
and the steamers on the lake of Constanz were
equipped with guns. The entourage of Klein-Basel
was fortified with heavy artillery, seventy-eight pieces
in all. General Dufour's plan was to be on the defence
at Basle, whilst his forces were to attack the Prussians
at Schaffhausen. It was in these days of national
enthusiasm that Amiel's song, " Roulez-tambour, pour
couvrir la frontière, au bords du Rhin, guidez nous
au combat ", was first sung by our French-speaking
compatriots.

Diplomatic relations between Prussia and the
Confederation were broken off, when some of the other
Powers made it known that they disapproved of a
settlement of the dispute by armed force. France
intimated that, should Prussia cross the frontier she
would at once occupy the cantons of Neuchâtel and
Geneva, and Austria would do the same with the can-
tons of Ticino and Grisons. In order to avert these
dangers, negotiations were started, after Switzerland
had agreed to release the royalist prisoners on con-
dition that they left the country until the dispute was
settled. On 5th March 1857, the plenipotentiaries of
France, Austria, Great Britain and Russia assembled
in Paris and agreed on terms which were put before
the two belligerents. The Swiss Parliament accepted
these terms on 11th and 12tli June, and the King of
Prussia made his acceptance of the conditions known
on the 19th of the same month. The latter, however,
agreed to the terms only after considerable pressure
from Napoleon and the Government of Great Britain.
Switzerland had every reason to be satisfied with the
settlement. The King of Prussia renounced all rights
over the Principality of Neuchâtel, and the canton of
Neuchâtel was declared an independent canton of the
Swiss Confederation. Switzerland had to bear the
costs of the September events, and agreed not to pros-
ecute any of those who had taken part in the rising.
The souvenir Switzerland inherited from this " blood-
less war " was the striking song :

" ROULEZ TAMBOUR ".
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