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MALLEABLE IRON
TUBE FITTINGS

for the leakproof connection of steel tubes for
the conveyance of
GAS, WATER, STEAM, AIR, OIL

Every fitting individually tested to 360 Ib. per sq. inch
Send for illustrated catalogue to
LE BAS TUBE COMPANY LTD.
(Member of the GF Group)

CITY WALL HOUSE, 129 FINSBURY PAVEMENT
LONDON, E.C.2
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A MAN IN PURSUIT OF A VISION

By DBERNARD INGHAM

PROFESSOR JEAN P. INEBNIT

(The following article is reproduced from @
March issue of the ©* Yorkshire Post ™ acith
due acknowledgment).

Tive years ago, when Mr. Jean I’. Inebnit retived
as senior lectnrer in the Department of I'rench at the
University of Leeds, he told a University gathering
that his retirement was “not an end but a beginning”.
Ile also said he would have one oot in Leeds, one
foot in hig native Switzerland and ** many feet some-
where else .

Mr. Inebnit has been a man of his word. His
permanent home is at Adel, on the outskirts of Leeds.
His second home is near Lausanne from which he came
to Leeds nearly 40 years ago. He also has many feet
elsewhere for his retirement was, indeed, a beginning
and not an end.

The first five years have been spent in the free-
lance service of refugees in Kurope. The £500 which
was subscribed to ¢ The Inebnit Testimonial Fund
in appreciation ol his 34 years' work at the University
has gone on the planning and carrying out of refugee
projects in Austria and Central Tfrance.

Now World Refugee Year and the 40th anni-
versary of International Voluntary Service, an
organisation he pioneered in this country, appro-
priately enough find Mr, Inebnit at an important
point in the pursuit of a vision.

This lean, grey-haired man, who is a very lively
69, left in March for Ifrance and Switzerland for
meetings with the United Nations Associations of
each country.

Already he has had the co-operation of these
Associations in huilding a village on a hillside near
Lyons, France, ftor 82 refugee children and their
families who were living in shacks. Now he intends
to plan, in conjunction with the Associations and the
3ritish UNA whose support he again has, turther
housing projects for refugees in Europe.

Why has Mr. Inebnit chosen UNA as hig work-
ing partners when he might equally have put his plans
into operation through International Voluntary
Service, the World Council of Churches or the Society
of Friends?
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The answer is to be found in a visit he made last
autumn to the United States with his daughter, Dr.
Colette Tinebnit, who has forsaken medical practice
to help her tather in his mission of goodwill.

The trip was made possible by a group of inter-
national jurists and the Society of Ifriends, who each
subscribed towards air fares and living costs for the
Ok-week visit, which included a lecture tour through
15 States.

Mr. Inebnit explained : * Throughout the world
there are now 163 organisations engaged on inter-
national voluntary service, tackling about 2,000 pro-
jects with a host of 300,000 volunteers. Yet none of
the work has the assistance of one organisation
vesponsible for providing them with equipment and
other tacilities.

* IFor example, when an army is ordered to move
across a country it is provided with transport and
equipment by its Government. It is not expected to
hitch-hike from one noint to another, but that is what
we have to tell our volunteers to do because we have
no money for fares.

“ 1 had hoped that UNIESCO would act as this
specialised agency, but this has not materialised, for
it is already operating over a wide field on - a limited
budget. DBut I am convinced that the agency must be
under the aegis of the United Nations Organisation
simply Dbecause the UN is not suspected of political
bias as are national Governments.

“In our experience three things are required
urgently of the UN — ftrade training centres for
volunteers; existing specialised agencies to select
projects within the powers of serious voluntary service
organisations, and experts in various trades and
industries, accompanied by small, carefully selected
teams of volunteers.

“ We put these points to members of the UN
Secretariat and  were ‘told that as the UN is at
present constituted our ideas conld be implemented
only on a small scale. Owr reply was: ¢ Institutions

. y 9

are not the masters of men

Mr. Inebnit believes his prospecting made a last-
ing impression on officials of several permanent
missions to the UN and he feels that by working
successfully with the UNA, the Assembley will even-
tually be moved to action,

Getting him to talk about what he has already
achieved is much more difficult than getting him to
speak of his vision of a world agency for co-ordinating
and assisting voluntary service. He tends to brush
his part aside with remarks like : ¢ Tt is quite wrong
to say T built a village ; T merely worked with several
hundred volunteers and the refugees.”

The fact remains that he was responsible for
building homes in Linz, Austria, in 1956, for T4
refugee families, as well as the village among the
apricot trees near Lyons, completed last summer.

His work for those stricken by disaster and
tragedy goes back to 1924. In 1944-1945 he secured a
vear’s leave from Leeds University to help in reliet
work in liberated TFrance.

Now, as he looks to the future with hope that one
day his vision will become a reality, Mr. Inebnit also
looks back fo 1944. That year a Cleckheaton girl’s

suggestion started an organisation responsible for sen-
ding more than 120,000 gift parcels from the children
of Dritain to the children of I'rance,

The first thiee parcels gave Mr. Inebnit an intro-
duction to several ministries in the post-war Ifrench
Government. Others resulted in a touching message
to King George VI from a IFrench schoolgirl which
Mr. Inebnit passed on and to which he received a reply.

If a schoolgirl’s suggestion can move Buckingham
Palace might not a retired university lecturer move
the UN? That is Mr. Inebnit’s faith.

Ie is also a realist. While he considers it only
humane to help today’s refugees, he feels it is equally
important to prevent the creation of more of them
tomorrow. Ile says that after Hungary he felt like
a man who is baling out a flooded bathroom with the
tap still full on. Ile sees the UN as the only arm
capable of reaching the tap.

PERSONAL.

We deeply regret to announce the passing away
on the 27th of April, at the Queen Victoria Cottage
Hospital, of Mrs. Ruth Sommer, of Old Farm, West-
wood, Weald, near Sevenoaks, widow of Ernest
[“rederick Sommer, and dearly loved mother of Pegoy
and .John.
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Indispensable Gadgets for Bath-
room, Kitchen and Travelling

STRONG PLASTIC COVERED
HANGE Price .
9d. Set of 4

colour 3/-,

BPEEDRAC  (suction  disc
or screw fitting) For drip
drying or as a shelf.
Over 4ft. hanging space.
14% wide 6/6d. 22° wide
9/11d.

SPEEDO (suction disc)
Collapsible Drip
Dryer for 8hirts,
Blouses, etc.

Opens to 17” from 8*
folded. Price 5/6d.

HANDYRAIL i
disc) Ideal for Travel,
Stockings, etc.

(suction disc)
A perfect portable dry-
i bracket. Arms

Assorted colours.
Fits any smooth sur-
face. 13" wide. 2/6d,

TOOTHBRUSH HOLDER
Attractive
and portable.

HOOK (suction disc)
Colourful and most
useful. Can be carried
in handbag or pocket.
Price 7d,

ce 1/

From Haberdashery & Hardware Stores
If any difficulty, direct from:—

ZURRER PLASTICS, Anchor Mill, Darwen, Lancs.
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