
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1960)

Heft: 1361

Artikel: Cultural life in Switzerland

Autor: Huber-Renfer, F.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-688307

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 09.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-688307
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


49094 THE SWISS OBSERVER April 29tli, 1960.

ZURICHfor
I NSURANCE

A/i c/asses of Accident
insurance transacted

British Board of Reference

JOHN BEDFORD, O.B.E.
H. NORMAN LETTS, O.B.E.
Sir ROWLAND SMITH, M.I.Mech.E.
W. HAROLD WOOLTORTON

FAIRFAX HOUSE, FULW00D PLACE, HIGH HOLBORN,
LONDON, W.C.I.

Telephone : Chancery 8833 (20 lines)

Assets Exceed : - - £70,000,000

The world's finest 8mm and 16mm

camera equipment can be obtained
and serviced in any part of the
world

SOLEX

built like a watch
AND MADE IN SWITZERLAND

CINEX LIMITED, BOLEX HOUSE,
SOUTHGATE, LONDON N14.

CULTURAL LIFE IN SWITZERLAND
By Dr. F. Huber-Renfer

The Collegiate Library of St. Gall.
If I ask you, to-day, to accompany me once more

on a visit to St. Gall, this is because, in addition to
the Collegiate Church, there exists another building
there, which is just as deserving of our attention, as
the former. I am thinking of the Collegiate Library,
which, together with all the treasures that it houses, is
perhaps even more famous that the Cathedral itself.
The fact that it contains manuscripts dating from the
eighth and even from the seventh century, which have
been written by the monks of St. Gall, shows us
that, already from the very beginning, the principle
adopted by the monastery was " claustram sine
armario quasi Castrum sine armentario ", which put
into plain English means that a monastery without a
bookcuplward is like a fortress without an armoury.
This love for hooks and for their preservation goes
hack primarily to the fact that in the Year of Our
Lord 745, the first Abbot Otmar, placed the monastery
under the Benedictine Rule, which lays the duty of
reading Holy Scripture upon its monks. It was for
this reason that parts of the Old and of the New
Testament, as well as works relating to the history
of the Church, to natural science and to juris-
prudence, were copied by the monks. Such real
Masters in the art of writing, as Winitar, Wandelgar,
Kero and others, devoted years and decades of their
lives to the copying of Holy Books. The rapidly
increasing prosperity of the Order made it possible to
promote cultural possessions, and the contents of
the library grew apace. In the year 830, the Abbot
Gozbert gave the library a building of its own. The
first Chapter Catalogue, which dates from that period,
shows us what treasures had been collected during
two centuries. Among them, some rare Irish mann-
scripts occupy a place of honour. Three of the most
precious manuscripts date from just before the year
872. One of these is the Folchart Psalter, of which the
initials, richly decorated with gold and silver, shows a
decided Irish influence, whereas, for instance, a
beautiful, full-page initial " D illuminated in Gold
on a crimson background, recalls to mind the
Carolingian Renaissance. In the " Psalterium
aureum ", the entire text is written in gold. Still
more famous is the " Evangelium longum ", the Long
Gospel. Its initials, decorated with gold and silver
scrolls, are the work of the monk Sintram, whose
skilful fingers were an object of admiration to all on
this side of the Alps — as was stated by the monk
Ekkehard. What a pity it is, my dear reader, that
I am not connected with you at the present moment
by means of a television set, as had this been the case,
then I could have shown you some of these master-
pieces, and chiefly among them I would have liked
you to see the lovely ivory tablets, made by Tutilo,
which serve as a binding for the Gospel in question.
Within a beautiful, finely carved mandorla, we find
Christ enthroned and surrounded by two cheruhims
and by the Apostles. Richly chiselled, gilded silver
plates frame the ivory tablets. Uncut precious stones,
arranged in little arcades, enhance the already
inestimable value of this treasure.

It would be fascinating, if one could speak of the
brilliant history of the Monastery under the sway of
the Ekkehards and Notkerns, for this was also the
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