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30th SWISS WATCH FAIR IN BASLE

In connection with the 44th Swiss Industries
Fair, there will also he the 30th Swiss Watch Fair to
be held from 23rd April to 3rd May 1960 in Basle.

Having- regard to the undoubtedly predominating
position occupied by the production of Swiss watches
— Switzerland manufactures something like one-half
of all the watches produced in the world and supplies
85 out of every 100 Avatclies bought by countries with
no production of their own —- the Watcli Fair in
Basle, with its 160 exhibitors manufacturing every
type of watch, is the most comprehensive and impor-
taut exhibition of goods covered by this branch of pro-
duction. It provides visitors Avi'tli a unique display
of the wide range of the goods produced by the Swiss
watchmaking industry in Avhich, greatly to the
advantage of buyers from all over the world, the never-
tiring spirit of invention combines with the experience
of centuries.

In addition to the Watch Fair in the narrow
sense of the term, there will also be in Basle a note-
Avortliy display by some 30 exhibitors of public clocks
and electric clocks together with tools and accessories
for the watchmaking industry.

Another striking exhibit will be the Jewellery
Pavilion Avith a choice display of the dazzling pro-
ducts of the leading SAviss manufacturers which Avili
not fail to draw the attention of experts in the trade
and the general public.

# # *

Increasing Demand for High-Class Products of the
Swiss Textile and Clothing Industry.

The new live trend on the textile markets has
had a very early repercussion on the various sectors
of the SAviss textile and clothing industry. Increased
demand from foreign countries is just as much
responsible as home consumption for this improve-
ment in the general position in an industry Avliich
has ahvays been closely influenced by export trade.
It is becoming more and more evident that interest is
being aroused by the top-line range of high-class
goods to which SAviss production has always devoted
attention for the simple reason that competition made
it imperative to do so.

Probably the best opportunity of obtaining a
really comprehensive idea of Swiss production of
fashion goods Avili be afforded by the SAviss Industries
Fair, due to take place in 1960 from 23rd April to
3rd May. The special textile group comprises some
150 individual stands and the trade shows "Création"," Madame-Monsieur " and the " Knitwear Centre ".
The increased demand for high-class textile goods is
expected to arouse reneAved interest on a wide scale
from the textile trade at the display presented by the
textile and clothing industry in Basle.

CITIZEN AND SOLDIER
By De. E. Bieei

For the past 150 years no foreign soldiers set foot
on Swiss territory except as refugees. Switzerland
has knOAvn no aggression despite the fact that it is
located in the middle of a continent that meantime
suffered three great wars involving some or all border-
ing states. Hoav can we explain this small country's
fortunate escape?

Certainly not by an out-of-the-Avay strategic
position. Quite to the contrary, situated in the heart
of Europe, Switzerland holds a key position, con-
trolling the shortest Alpine passes connecting North
and South. Furthermore, as the German and French
armies clashed on the Rhine it would have offered
great advantages for turning the enemy's flank. And
surely Switzerland does not owe its preservation from
Avar solely to the formal declaration by the European
powers after the Congress of Vienna that they would
respect the inviolability of the Swiss Confederation
always. The main reason Avas SAvitzerland's own
effort : a policy of strictest neutrality and military
preparedness, in short " armed neutrality."

During World War II Switzerland was in a
position to mobilize 800,000 soldiers and auxiliary
troops, that is almost one-fifth of the entire popula-
tion. In no other country did the armed forces
reach such a high percentage. To-day 10% of the
population have had military training and are
assignçd to the different units. Every year 300,000
SAviss do their military service, 10% are recruits
receiving the initial training of 4 months, the rest
attend the repetition courses of 3 weeks. In the
course of the forty years during which an able-bodied
citizen is liable to military service the time served
totals at least one year ; training for non-commissioned
officers and officers takes considerably longer.

Typical for the Swiss system is the fact that
military service is divided into a relatively short basic
training and a series of even shorter repetition
courses. Characteristic also is the total lack of a
standing army. SAvitzerland has not adopted the
mixed system of other countries consisting of a small
career army of volunteers and the big mass of " con-
scripts " ; there exists but one army to which all
belong. We thus have the unique situation of an army
actually training itself : the senior officers are teachers
and pupils at the same time because there are no
career men to assume the task of training. A corps
of 550 permanently employed army instructors only
assists the militia staff in training an army of 500,000
men. The results obtained are good, not merely in a
relative sense, considering the short training periods
but with regard to combat efficiency which of course
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must be the decisive standard. This is recognized
even by foreign military experts who believe an
organization of career troops to be the necessary
backbone of any army and are apt to look with
scepticism upon the " citizen in uniform."

For the Swiss army is more than an assemblage of
" citizens in uniform," more than a citizen force of
much good will but little power and lacking discipline.
The principle of compulsory military service is not
a mere slogan but deeply inscribed in the hearts of all
young men. They want to do their service and be a
soldier heart and soul. Love of their native land is
inseparable from the determination to defend this
homeland at all cost. Anti-militaristic tendencies
have been noticeable with a minute minority only.
For a Swiss it is dishonourable to ridicule military
defence or to regard it as an annoying burden to be
shaken off by all means. He is proud to take his kit
including his riflle and ammunition home with him
and to keep his shooting ability up to par even outside
of the military courses.

How can the military task be performed in keep-
ing with the principle of democracy? In fact, a cer-
tain contradiction exists between the individual's
right to freedom and the severe, collective organiza-
tion of the army. By its nature an army must be
based on a hierarchy, on discipline and obedience ; a
free country is democratic, founded on discussion and
free will. Theoretically this contrast can be over-
come in two ways. Either the military principle is
adopted to the state as well, leading to an authori-
tarian regime or even to dictatorship, or the demo-
cratic principle is applied to the army which no
doubt would impair if not destroy its efficiency.
Switzerland has done neither one nor the other.
The two contrasts are there, but probably
the happiest result of this policy is the fact
that the Swiss militia system in itself represents no
contradiction of the two separate groups of people, the
" democratic masses " and the " military cast."
The latent contrast thus becomes a most intense and
fruitful as every man is citizen and soldier in one. As
citizen he enjoys the full freedom of the individual
and as soldier he is prepared for the ultimate sacrifice.
Seen from outside his life moves from the career of a
civilian to short termed military service and back
again to civil life. Yet, deep inside lie will feel that
the two aspects of life, much as they may differ in
their methods, are each fully justified while con-
stituting a whole — faithfulness to the country. The
citizen should uphold the country's defence not during
actual service only, he should do so morally as well
as financially and keep up his training on a voluntary
basis ; the soldier should know that the army he serves
in is an instrument to safeguard the country's
independence and the rights to freedom and no
" contrast " to democracy, serving its own purposes.

If Switzerland's policy of armed neutrality is
further to be successful a strong army is necessary
the spiritual and technical training of which must be
continued and perfected. However, the most beauti-
ful proclamations, the best laws and the largest credits
cannot replace the most important factor in indepen-
dence : the citizen's will to be and remain free and
as soldiers to form an army able to embody and
enforce this will in the face of the world.

THE SWISS FLAG AND ITS ORIGIN.

The Swiss flag is, when compared with those of
the states of present day Europe, both one of the most
ancient and one of the most modern. The white cross
upon a red ground, which floats upon its folds, goes
far back in history but it was not until the XlXth
century that it became really, by popular consecration,
our national flag, and by a decision of the competent
authorities, the rallying sign of the Federal Army.
This decision, due to the far-seeing initiative and
perseverance of General Dufour, marked as one realises
to-day, one of the first stages of the political unifica-
tion of our Federative State.

Thus it was to this peace-making General to whom
Switzerland owed the rapid termination of her crisis
of growth (or growing pains) that we owe the adoption
of the Federal flag by all the Cantons, and the victory
over the Sonderbund. It cost him no less than ten
years of persevering effort to insure this measure. He
presented the proposition in 1830 at Geneva with the
first declaration of the Confederation's neutrality, in
a series of revolutions that threatened to draw the
whole world into a European war.

Then a Colonel of Engineers, Guillaume Henry
Dufour insisted upon the organisation of all the
defensive forces of the country. Among the questions
which should, according to him, be placed before the
High Assembly he specified that of the flag.

" The Diet," said he, " must see whether it is not
advisable to give the Federal flag to all our battalions ;

the same cockade to all our soldiers. There is more

avail.
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