Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1959)
Heft: 1340
Rubrik: Swiss Spotlight

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

18642 THE SWISS OBSERVER

April 10th, 1959.

NOW |
MAGGI

SWISS

SOUPS

(in sachets)

MAGGI Swiss — the Continental soups

which appeal to British tastes

are now
in foil sachets, both in Britain and in
many parts of the Continent. MAGGI
soups are prepared to recipes by famous
Continental chefs and the ineredients

are the world’s best. For really
international success serve MAGGI
Swiss soups today.
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TEN EXCITING VARIETIES

SPRING VEGETABLE - ROMANY - ONION 4+
: - = e TELPINGS
ASPARAGUS - CAULIFLOWER - CHICKEN NOODLE ll-’ku,\l ()\;:,
SACHET

ol Clioce on the (onlinents.”

SWISS WINES

Bottled in Switzerland

WHITE WINES

L’ARBALETE Dézaley - - J. & P. Testuz

L’ETOILE DU VALAIS - - A. Orsat
Fendant (Pétillant)

CLOS DE MONTIBEUX - - A. Orsat
Fendant

JOHANNISBERG - - - A. Orsat

NEUCHATEL L’AURORE - - J. E. Cornu

YVORNE - - - - J. & P. Testuz

AIGLE - Cave du Cloitre - - J. & P. Testuz

RED WINE
DOLE DE RAVANEY - - A. Orsat

Shipped by :
J. B. REYNIER LIMITED

16/18, TACHBROOK STREET

LONDON, S.W.I
ViCtoria 2917/18

Also a full range of Fine French Wines.

SWISS SPOTLIGHT.
By Pierre BEGUIN.

During the course ol the last few years a group
of  business men in the IFrench-speaking part of
Switzerland has set up a project for a road tunnel
whiech is to pass under the Alps, exactly under the col
of the Great Saint Bernard, which connects Italy and
Switzerland. This project Dbelongs exclusively  to
private initiative, to which the Cantons of i“rench-
speaking Switzerland arve giving their support. The
Confederation has nothing to do with it. It will not
furnish a single centime for the realisation ol this
undertaking.  Although the work of boring the tunnel
of the Great Saint Bernard has not vel started, plans
are already Dbeing made on the Swiss side for an
addition to the original project. Thus, a Swiss-
[talian finance company has conceived the project ot
introducing a pipeline into this road tunnel — to be
precise, right under the road itself — which will make
it possible to bring raw petroleum from the PPort of
Genua, that is to say from the other side of the Alps.
One or two oil refineries are to he set up in Switzer-
land, which will produce, more especially, oil fuel
for machinery, heating, ete., as well as all the Dby-
products of petro-chemistry.

This project has been able (o take on substance
because of the fact that our southern neighbour, Ttaly,
has recently secured for herself the exploitation of
various oil-fields in Sicily, in ISeypt and in the Middle
East.  The particular position occupied by Ttaly,
owing to the fact that she no longer possesses any
colonial interests, enables-her to play a role in this
domain. Although she belongs to the Western world,
she enjoys the favour of certain countries which intend
to shake off the influence of the Great Powers.

This is why a big Italian company is now offering
to let us have its petroleum, which could be brought
into Switzerland by means of a pipe-line in the road
tunnel of the Great Saint Bernard. This petroleum
would be refined in Switzerland. Tt would come much
cheaper than the oil which we now import, in various
forms, as transport by pipe-line is far less expensive
than by rail. Moreover, the Swiss market would no
longer depend entirely on the big Trusts, so that the
liberal law of competition could be applied once more.

[Furthermore, the establishment of oil refineries in
Switzerland would provide some interesting possibili-
ties of work, which would be very welcome in a region
of Switzerland where industrialisation is relatively
backward in comparison with the rest of the country.

[inally and this aspect of the question should
not he neglected — it is intended to prolong this pipe-
line towards the North, more especially towards
Germany. Thus, Switzerland would become, in this
respect also, a transit country, as she already is in
regard to railways and to road traffic. She would
then have a part to play, at any rate on this limited
technical plane, between two important members of
the six countries that are members of the European
Common Market, namely Germany and Ttaly. By
means of this somewhat unforeseen, roundabout way,
she would perhaps get into touch with this European
economic organisation. Such a ‘ rapprochement ™
might have favourable economic and even political
consequences. The evolution of this project will be
followed with keen interest.
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