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a NEWS AT RANDOM

Federa/
Monsieur Albert Huber, Swiss
Ambassador to the Federal Republic of
Germany, has died in Berne, at the age

of 62.
The deceased was born in Hungary, where he

received the earlier part of his schooling, completing it
in Berne. On matriculation, he studied Law at the
Universities of Geneva and Berne. From 1924 to 1937
M. Huber held the post of General Secretary on the
Silesian Commission.

In 1938 he entered the service of the Federal
Political Department (Swiss Foreign Office), and the
following year was appointed Swiss Consul in Prague,
where later he was promoted to the rank of Consul-
General. On his return to Berne in 1945, M. Huber
acted as Deputy to the Chief for Political Affairs.
Three years later (1948) he was sent to Frankfurt a.M.
as Consul-General, and there he received the title of
Minister. On 30th March 1951 the Federal Council
nominated him Swiss Minister to the German Federal
Republic in Bonn, and in 1957 he was promoted to the
rank of Ambassador.

* * #

Monsieur Arnold Sonderegger, at present Swiss
Ambassador in Indonesia, has been appointed
Ambassador to Denmark.

Ambassador Sonderegger was horn in 1898 and is a
citizen of Altstaetten (Ct. St. Gall). He studied Law
at the Universities of Geneva, Fribourg and Heidel-
berg. After practising for some time as an advocate
he entered the service of the Federal Political
Department in Berne in 1928. He occupied successively
posts in Manchester, Lyons and Bombay. In 1956 he
was appointed Swiss Minister in Indonesia, and in
1957 he received the title of Ambassador.

* * *
The Federal Council has appointed Monsieur

Franco Brenni, at present Ambassador in Cuba, and
Minister in Haiti and the Dominican Republic, to the
post of Ambassador to Portugal.

Ambassador Brenni was born in 1897 at
Bellinzona, and is a citizen of Salorino (Ct. Ticino).

He studied Law at the University of Fribourg, and
entered the service of the Political Department in 1926.
Monsieur Brenni successively held the following posts :
Consul at Naples, Chargé d'Affaires ad int. at Athens,
and Consul-General at Milan. In 1954 he was
appointed Minister in Cuba, and three years later
(1957) he was promoted to the rank of Ambassador ; he
also represented the Confederation in Haiti and the
Dominican Republic with the rank of Minister.

* * *
Monsieur André Dominicé, who for several years

held the post of C/ie/ dw Protocol at the Federal
Political Department, has been appointed Counsellor
at the Swiss Embassy in Moscow.

* * *
Monsieur F. H. Andres, Counsellor at the Swiss

Embassy in Brussels, has been appointed Head of the
Swiss Delegation to the Neutral Nations Commission
for the repatriation of prisoners of war in Korea in
succession to Counsellor of Legation, M. Richard
Aman.
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The next session of the Federal Chambers will he
held in Berne in the last week of April, to deal with
the new Customs Tariff.

The Swiss Federal Railways carried in November
1958 16.3 million passengers, or 500,000 fewer than in
November 1957. Receipts : 22.2 million francs
(November 1957 : 22.9 million francs).

Goods traffic is returned as 2.06 million tons,
which is 50,000 tons less than during the same period
in 1957. Receipts : 40.9 million francs (November
1957: 41.8 million francs).

Canfona/ A serious accident occurred during the
new construction of the airlift
Schattdorf-Haldiberge (Ct. Uri) —

which was partially destroyed by fire last year — when
a cable jumped the wheel, hurling the cabin into an
abyss.

Two of the occupants were killed, whilst a third
was seriously injured. Those killed were H. Gamma-
Zurfluh (63), father of six children, and Jost Planzer-
Bissig (57). [a.t.s.]

*
The commune of Turbenthal (Ct. Zurich) has

bestowed honorary citizenship upon Mr. Jakob Boiler-
Winkler, Industrialist, of Turbenthal, in recognition
of his many services to the commune. Some time ago
Mr. Boiler made a donation to the commune,
amounting to 131,000.— francs, for cultural purposes.

[a.t.s.]
» * *

A motor-car collided with a train at a level-
crossing at the railway station of Pfäffikon. The
brother of the car-driver, Kaspar Guyer (15), of
Mesikon near Fehraltdorf, was killed. The car was
totally wrecked, [a.t.s.]

* * *
The second-oldest inhabitant of the town of

Zurich, Mrs. Marie Hauser-Baiter, has died in Zurich,
at the age of 101. [a.t.s.]

* * -*

M. Pierre G'lasson has been elected President of
the Government of the canton of Fribourg for 1959,
and M. Paul Torche as Vice-President, [a.t.s.]

* * *
Mr. Otto Stampfli has been elected " Landam-

mann " of the canton of Solothurn for the year 1959,
and Dr. Urs Dietschi as " Vice-Landammann ".

[a.t.s.]
* -* *

A 67-year-oM invalid was attacked in the vicinity
of the " Moosmfili " St. Gall. He received a blow
with a wooden mallet. After robbing him of a small
amount of money the gangster took to his heels, but
was later arrested by the police, [a.t.s.]
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Mr. Friedrich Aeschlimann, manufacturer, and
" Gemeindeammann " of Veltheim (Ct. Aargau), has
been made an honorary citizen of the commune of
Veltheim for services rendered to the commune.

[a.t.s.]
* * *

Dr. Reinhold Bosch, who was for forty-five years
in the service of the canton of Aargau as an
archseologist, has gone into retirement, [a.t.s.]

* * •*

The population of the town of Neuchâtel on 31st
December 1958 numbered 32,281 inhabitants, [a.t.s.]

* * *
DEATHS.

The following deaths are reported from Switzer-
land :

Dr. Hans Sulzer, Chairman of the Board of Gebr.
Sulzer A.G. Winterthur, in Winterthur, at the age of
83.

After studying Law at the Universities in
Leipzig and Geneva, he entered in 1902 the firm of
Gebr. Sulzer A.G. In 1917 the Federal Council
appointed him Swiss Minister in Washington, which
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post he held until 1920. After his return to Winter-
thur he was in 1935 nominated President of the Board
of the Gebr. Sulzer A.G. During the Second World-
War the Swiss Government entrusted him with
missions in the economic field in Great Britain, the
United States and Germany. From 1935 to 1951 Dr.
Sulzer was President of the " Schweiz. Handels- und
Industrievereins ", the " Schweiz. Handelskammer
und des Vororts ". He was for some years President
of the International Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. med. Carl Grawehr-Trueb, for many years
head of the " Sanatorium Rheinfelden ", in Rhein-
felden, aged 88.

Dr. med. Egon Schoch, eminent medical
practitioner, in Schleitheim, at the age of 84.

Ernst Balzli, teacher and well-known author, in
Bolligen near Berne, aged 57.

Eugène Emery, a former director of the paper" l'Impartial ", and founder and administrator of the
" Revue Internationale de l'horlogerie ", in La
Chaux-de-Fonds, at the age of 80.

Dr. med. Alfred Hauswirth, in Berne, aged 8G.
The deceased was from 1922 to 1939 " Stadtarzt " of
Berne. He sat for many years in the Municipal
Council and the Grand Council of the canton of Berne.

Dr. Walter Wegelin-Kunz, since 1930 a partner in
the banking house Wegelin & Co. St. Gall, and a
member of the Board of the A.G. Leu & Co., Zurich,
in St. Gall, at the age of 63.

M. Cyrille Sauthier, Manager of the railways
Martigny-Orsières and Martigny-Chatelard, in
Martigny, aged 72. The deceased was for many years
President of the commune of Vollèges (Ct. Valais).

Johann Christian Soler, District Judge and
District President in Lungnez, and a member of the
Grand Council of the canton of Grisons.

Simon Rähmi, mountain guide and founder of the
Pontresina ski-school, in Pontresina, aged 63. The
deceased was prominent as a mountain guide, and was
the owner of the well-known mountain hut, Fuocla
Surley, above the Roseg Valley, [a.t.s.]

* * *
LEGACIES AND DONATIONS.

Mile. Maria Haeusler, of Rüti (Ct. Zurich), silk
weaver, who recently died at the age of 80, has left
the amount of 30,000.— francs to the commune of
Rüti, to be used for charitable purposes.

The late Mr. Stephen Kaech, of Biberist (Ct.
Solothurn), proprietor of a sawmill, left the amount of
25,000.— francs to the " Armenerziehungsverein " of
the district of Kriegsteten.

Mr. Fritz Pernod, of Lausanne, recently deceased,
lias left the amount of 15,000.— francs to the cantonal
Fund for Waifs and Strays.

The late Mr. Emil Haldi, for nearly 40 years clerk
of the community of Saanen (Ct. Berne), has
bequeathed the amount of 200,000.— francs to various
cultural, church, and charitable institutions.

The late Mme. Maria Dorer-Girard, of Grenchen,
widow of Dr. Max Dorer, a Judge of the Superior
Court of the canton of Solothurn, in her will ear-
marked an amount of 800,000.— francs for a Founda-
tion to be known under the name " Adrian Girard,
Maria Dorer-Girard, and Arthur Girard ". The
interest on the capital, estimated to yield between
20,000.— to 25,000.— francs annually, is to be used to
aid young people of both sexes of the community of
G'renchen in their education. Further legacies/ for
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charitable purposes, amounting to 25,000.— francs
have been made.

The community of Guarda (Ct. Grisons) has
received a legacy amounting to 10,000.— francs from
the late Mr. and Mrs. O. Wiedmer-von Planta.

The late Mr. David Walch, who recently died at
the age of 87, in Burgdorf, has left to the community of
Kirchberg — where he was born — the sum of 50,000.—
francs, for charitable purposes, [a.t.s.]

« * •
ARMY.

Colonel Fritz Gerber lias been appointed
commander of military airports, with promotion to the
rank of Brigade Colonel, in succession to Brigadier
Walter Burkhard.

Colonel Gerber was born in 1903, and hails from
Langnau (Ct. Berne). Since 1948 he has held the
command of the 4th Airport Regiment, [a.t.s.]

• • •
ANNIVERSARIES.

Edwin Bosshardt-Forster (90), of Sternenberg, the
inventor of a crucible furnace.

Johann Heinrich Müller (80), of Zurich, for the
last sixty years a promoter of Swiss brass-band music,
and for over fifty years conductor of the brass bands
Pfäffikon, Wädenswil, the " Stadtmusik " Frauenfeld,
the " Harmonie am Bechtel, Zurich-Wollishofen and
Flums ". He is also known as a composer of works
for brass bands.

Dr. Rudolf Hoesli (70), of Zurich, author, and for
many years a teacher of German at the " Gewerbe-
schule " Zurich.

Dr. Albert Lardelli (70), of Ckur. The " Jubilar "
was for thirteen years a member of the Grand Council
of the canton of Grisons. From 1932 to 1938 he was a

member of the Government of the canton of Grisons,
and from 1935 to 1956 he sat in the States Council.

Professor Dr. med. Ernst Rothlin (70), of Basle,
head of the pharmacological laboratory of the firm of
Sandoz, and Professor of Pharmacology at the
University of Basle.

Dr. pliil. Esther Odermatt (80), of Stans,
authoress, and for many years a teacher at the
Höhere Töchterschule Zurich. Amongst her best-
known works are " Die Seppe ", " Die gelbe Kette "
and " Frau Menga ". [a.t.s.]

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS.
A jeep with four occupants crashed into a wall at

Murgenthal. Fritz Jungen (18), fitter, of Aarwangen,
was killed, and three others received serious injuries
and were taken to the hospital in Langenthal.

A motor-car driven by Mr. Jakob Schneider (60),
of Winterthur, crashed into a wall — which collapsed
— near Amden. The car then fell into a ravine and
caught fire. Both the driver and his sister, Mrs.
Frieda Anrig-Schneider (60), of Schottikon, lost their
lives.

Two motor-cars collided — owing to a skid —
between Siebnen and Schübelbach (Ct. Schwyz). The
driver of one of the cars, Professor Friedrich
Boethlingk (32), a Dutchman, and an occupant of the
other car, Bruno Pellizzoni (27), of Zurich-Leimbach,
were killed.

A saloon car collided with a sports car at the
Rudenzburgplatz in Wil (Ct. St. Gall). The driver
of the sports car, Norbert Arnold (33), a technician at
Swissair, received fatal injuries. The driver of the
other car received slight injuries.
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