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COMMERCIAL NEWS

New University institute in Berne.

The Berne University has just inaungurated a new
institution for the study of the organisation and
running of big commercial undertakings. This new
educational unit’s principal task will counsist of
making students familiar with questions of a practical
order. It will also carry out research work for the
account of private enterprise.

Swiss trade in the Far East.

At the TFourth International Japanese IFair, in
Tokio, which has just ended, Switzerland was
represented by nearly one hundred firms, the chief
exhibits being machinery and watches. Instruments
of precision, in the manufacture of which Switzerland
specialises, aroused the keenest interest in Japan.

Building activities in Switzerland.

Last year building activities in Switzerland gave
work to a total of approximately 188,000 workmen, of
whom 80,000 were foreigners. At the present moment
the building industry and civil engineering head the
list in regard to tbe number of workers employed in
Switzerland.

Swiss world export in carton cheese.

Carton cheese is now playing an increasingly
important role in the Swiss dairy industry. In this
country the consumption of such cheeses has increased
by 6} per cent from 1955 to 1956, whilst exports of
Swiss carton cheeses rose by more than 7 per cent
during the same period, and this in spite of foreign
competition. Swiss carton cheeses are being exported
at the present time to ninety-six countries.

Swiss footwear market begins to be saturated.

Last year the Swiss Market absorbed more than
twelve million pairs of footwear and the Swiss
Association of Tootwear Manufacturers believes that,
from certain indicative signs, there is the possibility
of the market beginning to be saturated. Imports
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increased in 1956 and attained 2.3 million pairs.
Exports were, fortunately, also greater and once more
attained the pre-war level, namely more than a
million-and-a-half pairs, of which total three-quarters
consisted of leather shoes.

Swiss company for atomic power plant.

Considering that it appertains to the existing
business undertakings to exploit atomic energy for the
supply of electric power, four big Swiss companies,
engaged in the production of electricity have just
founded a joint-stock company, in Berne, under the
name of ‘“ Suisatom *’. This new company will start
with a share-capital of six million Swiss franes. The
‘¢ Suisatom ”’  intends to pursue, without delay,
the studies which have already been begun in
regard to the building of a power station for tests,
possessing a capacity of 10,000 kilowatts. After the
tests have taken place, then the company will build
an atomic plant for the regular production of electric
power.

An international art exhibition in Geneva.

In order to pay tribute to the first Head of the
International Labour Office, Mr. Albert Thomas, a
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former French Minister, on the occasion of the twenty-
fitth anniversary of his death, the International
Labour Organisation and the Board of the Museum of
Art and History, in Geneva, organised a big inter-
national exhibition, under the title of ‘“ Art and
Labour . All the Member-States of the Organisation
were invited to send to Geneva, samples of the most
representative works of art, produced in ther country.
More than thirty countries — among them being some
from America, Australia and the Far East —
responded to this invitation. Among the exhibits are
to be found paintings, engravings, sculpture, gold-
smiths” works, ceramics, tissues, tapestries and articles
made of wrought iron. A great many of these works
of art have been produced by artists possessing inter-
national fame, in the past or at present.

Satisfying results of the international ‘‘ GRAPHIC
57 >’ exhibition in Lausanne.

The International Exhibition ‘¢ Graphic 57 7, in
Lausanne, closed its doors on the 16th of June. During
the sixteen days that it was open, it attracted a total
of 221,500 visitors from Switzerland and abroad. Com-
mercial results for the exhibitors have proved
excellent and the volume of business done amounts to
several million Swiss francs.

New international association of printing art people.
During the Exhibition ¢ Graphic 57’ an Inter-
national Typographical Association was founded, in
Lausanne. This new group aims at bringing together
all the members of the typographical arts. It intends
to defend the principles of the trade in regard to the
respect due to individual rights, to combat, more

especially, reproductions, to establish a code of
authors’ rights, to promote the settlement of disputes
by means of arbitration, ete. etc. The International
Typographical Association also plans to establish a
centre for international typographical documentation.

New Swiss ‘“ EUROPA 7’ post stamps.

On the 15th of July next, the Swiss Postal
Administration will issue two special new stamps
““ Europa . The designs on them are intended to
express the idea of the European Community. There
will be a red 25-centime stamp and a blue 40-centime
stamp; no limit has been fixed for their validity.
These stamps, which have been designed by the St.
Gall artist Werner Weiskonig, have been carried out
in copperplate engraving on white paper.
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