Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1957)
Heft: 1305
Rubrik: Press review

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

9912 THE SWISS OBSERVER

September 27th, 1957.

PRESS REVIEW.
(Home Affairs).
By H. v. Mavy.

Ever since 1953, Switzerland has belonged,
together with Sweden, Poland and Czechoslovakia, to
the Neutral Commission for the Supervision ot the
Armistice in Korea. Time aud again, it has become
apparent that the control activities of this Commission
have been subjected to sabotage in the Communist
North, whereas in South Korea it has proved possible
to carry them out in accordance with the provisions.
This has now led to the fact that the Americans, also,
no longer bother about the control and want to
increase their military potential in South Korea. The
Liberal * Bund ', of DBerne, writes as follows, in
regard to this situation :

It is through her good will to contribute to-
wards the re-establishment of peace in the Ifar Kast
that Switzerland has allowed her Delegation to re-
main in Korea. As a matter of fact, however, it was
an unworthy function which was required of the
neutrals, and it was only in order to serve the
interests of peace and to demonstrate their inter-
national solidarity that Switzerland and Sweden have
held out so long. And, now, the Americans have lost
patience. . . As a vesult, the task of the neutrals
has become still more problematic, and they must now
endeavour to extricate themselves from this situation.
In view of the fact that their service in Korea has
lasted for four years, instead ol the couple of months
that were originally intended, no one can really take
this amiss.  The only thing is ', so the paper con-
tinues, ** that one must avoid any false appearance
which might lead one to suppose that the neutrals are
now retiring because America is treating this control
with indifference, and their only way of stigmatising
this arbitrary action is by vesigning from the job.
This would really he quite wrong, after the other side
had already made a farce of this control for a long
time past. 7 And the < Bund *’ concludes by saving :
** We hope that the next development will provide the
opportunity for the neutrals, Switzerland and Sweden,
to give up their service in Korea, if not immediately,
then, at any rate, very shortly. The reason for this,
however, lies — and this must be made clear and
definite — in the injustice and one-sidedness which
have rendered the task so difficult for a long time past.

Among the domestic problems to which the Swiss
Press is at present paying a great deal of attention
there is the problem of foreign manpower in our
country. The number of foreign workers has now
increased to 340,000, and the fear is frequently
expressed that this may lead to increased industrial
investments. And it is just such a development that
efforts are now being made to check, so far as is
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possible, in order to prevent any further increase in
the economic boom. The ¢ Nouvelle Revue de
Lausanne '’ is of the opinion, however, that such fears
are groundless. This is what it writes :

“ Without the help of foreign labour our country
would not be in a position to meet the most urgent
requirements of the boom, nor could it keep step with
the economic expansion. One need only think of our
export industry, of the various branches of the tourist
industry, of the building market, as well as of
agriculture, which are all incapable of recruiting the
manpower they require from domestic sources! It is
a complete mistake to think that the increase in
foreign manpower will lead to an increase in invest-
ments in industry. On the contrary, without this
foreign aid Swiss industry would Dbe obliged to
intensify to a still greater extent mechanisation,
rationalisation and automation. And it is this that
would demand considerable investments and would
inevitably lead to a rise in prices. And should a crisis
arise it would be the Swiss workers who would have
to bear the consequences of over-mechanisation. > The
paper sums up by saying: ‘¢ If today demands are
being put forward for a decrease in the number of
foreign workers employed, such demands would have
just the opposite effects to those that are being striven
for, as, in so doing, industry is being pushed towards
greater investments. Some sound common sense and
a little rveflection will show the absurdity of such

)

action. ”’
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