Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1956)
Heft: 1274
Rubrik: News at random

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Che Swiss O

FouNpeEp 1N 1919 BY Paur F.

)SRTIRT

BOEHRINGER.

The Official Organ of the Swiss Colony in Great Britain

Advisory Council : R. DE CINTRA (Chairman); O. F. BOEHRINGER, LS. CHAPUIS,

J. EUSEBIO, GOTTFRIED KELLER, R. J. KELLER, A. STAUFFER, G. E. SUTER.

EDITED BY A. STAUFFER WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF MEMBERS OF THE SWISS COLONY IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Telephone : CLERKENWELL 2321/2.

Published Twice Monthly at 23, LLEoNarRD STREET, E.C.2.

Telegrams : FREPRINCO, LLONDON

Vol. 41. No. 1274.

FRIDAY, MAY 25th, 1956.

Price 11p.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
(Fortnightly issue.)

i «t Erop pif

UNITED KINGDOM lf,’ e 1’“3 f“g; """"" li)/’(j
AND COLONIES Ze P Re Rl e e =l
24 issues, post free . . . . . . . . 21/-

. 12 issues, post free . . . . . Frs. 7.—
SWITZERLAND {24« issues, post free . . . .. Frs. 13.50

(Swiss subscriptions may be paid into Postsclieck-Konto
Basle V 5718.)

I |
| NEWS AT RANDOM
| |

The death has taken place in  the
Anglo-Swiss Hospital in Cairo, after
an operation, ol Monsieur André Bois-
ster, the Swiss Minister to ligypt. He was 52.

3orn in Paris, he came of a well-known Genevan
family, and it was in that city that he first studied,
later going to Cambridge and Paris, and finally took
his degree in law.  He entered the Swiss Diplomatic
service in 1942, and served for the next five years in
Washington. Ifor two years he was chief of protocol
in Berne, and then in 1951, returned to the United
SRtates as 1st Counsellor of Legation. In 1954 he was
appointed Minister in Cairo.

The Boissier family has given many eminent ser-
vants to the public, cultural and scholastic life of
Geneva. The late Minister was a cousin of Professor
Leopold Boissier, Chairman of the International Red
Cross Committee.

=
Federal

* * ¥*

The Diplomatic Corps in Berne has given the
traditional Dinner to the members of the Federal
Council. The following Federal Councillors were
present : M. Feldmann, President of the Swiss Con-
federation, Messicurs Petitpierre, Streuli, Holenstein,
Chaudet and Lepori. Amongst other guests were : the
Presidents of the Ifederal Chambers (States and Na-
tional Council), representatives of the Bernese Govern-
ment, Colonel de Montmollin, Chief of the General
Staff, and high functionaries of the Federal admini-
stration, all with their Ladies.

The newly appointed Persian Ambassador, M.
Abolghassem Forouhar, has presented his credentials
to Monsieur Markus Feldmann, President of the Swiss
Confederation, at the Palais Fédéral in Berne.

% * *

The Swiss Federal Railways have carried 18.1
million passengers during March, 1956, or 200,000
more than in March, 1955. Receipts: 24.7 million
franes (March, 1955 : 24.4 million francs).

Goods traffic is returned as 1.87 million tons, or
80,000 tons less than during the same period in 1955.
Receipts @ 36.6 million francs (March, 1955: 37.2
million franes).

Al former members of the Govern-
ment of the canton of Uri have been
re-elected.  They are: F. Arnold,
Liberal (Fliielen), 3,451 votes; Peter Tresch, Liberal
(Amsteg), 3,491 votes; L. Danioth, Conservative
(Andermatt), 3,579 votes; Alois Miiller, Conservative
(Altdorf), 3,622 votes; Hans Villiger, Conservative
(Erstfeld), 3,372 votes; Dr. M. Huber, Conservative
(Altdorf), 3,617 votes; and .J. DMiiller, Christian
SNocialist (Flielen), 3,515 votes. [a.r.s.]

* *® *

The result of the election for the Government of
the canton of Schwyz is as follows : Céisar Bachmann,
Liberal (Wollerau), 8,305 votes; Clemens Dober, Con-
servative (Kissnacht), 7,591 votes; Joset Heinzer,
Socialist (Goldau), 11,088 votes; Stefan Oechslin, Con-

Cantonal
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ANNUAL SWISS SPORTS
AND GARDEN PARTY

SATURDAY, 2nd JURNE, 1956

at

THE POLYTECHNIC STADIUM, CHISWICK
from 2.15 to 7 p.m.

e S

The programme includes
ATHLETIC EVENTS
BOYS and GIRLS RACES
MIXED RACES
SPECIAL EVENTS
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PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN TO THE WINNERS.

T S O S R S

Admission free no tickets required.

Covered Stand in case of rain.

Refreshments available.

Programmes with full details will be on sale on the
Grounds.

S

How to reach the Polytechnic Stadium, Chiswick :

By Train from Waterloo to hiswick S.R. Station thence
a few minutes walk.

By Underground District Line to Turnham Green Station
thence by No. 55 bus to Chiswick S.R. Station.

By Bus No. 71 from Hammersmith to Polytechnic Sports
Ground.

LN N L N N DL I O O O O S S S AN



834K THE SWISS OBSERVER

May 25th, 1956.

servative  (Einsiedeln), 11,609 votes; Dr. Vital
Schwander, Conservative (Galgenen), 7,504 votes; Dur.
Rudolf Nidler, Liberal (Schwyz), 7,806 votes: and
[Pritz Husi, Christian Socialist (Einsiedeln), 10,845
votes.

IR

The ** Landsgemeinde of the canton of Nid-
walden was held at Stans, the following guests were
present : IFederal Councillor, Dr. Lepori, the Belgian
Ambassador in Berne, M. [Forthomme, the members
of the Government of the canton of Glarus, Army-
corps commander Louis Montmollin, and Dr. K.
Landolt, Mavor of the town of Zurich.

Dr. Joseph Odermatt (Buochs) was elected
“ Landammann 7, and Mr. Ernst Zgraggen (Hergis-
wil) as ‘¢ Statthalter 7. [A.T.8.]

The Obwaldner ‘° Landsgemeinde 7 took place at
Sarnen. Amongst the visitors present was Army-
corps commander Corbat. Dr. G. Odermatt was ve-
elected as ¢ Landammann 7. [a.T.8.]

On the occasion of the Delegates Meeting of the
¢ Schweiz. Kaufmiinnischen Verein ”’, which took
place in DBasle, National Councillor Ph. Schmid-
Ruedin, has retired from his post as General Secre-
tary. He is succeeded by Mr. Arnold Meier-Ragg.

Mr. Schmid-Ruedin was unanimously elected as
Central President in succession to Mr. K. Strickler,
who has retived from his post. [A.T.s.]

The accounts for the Federal Gymnast Iestival,
which took place at Zurich in 1955, and in spite of the
bad weather conditions which prevailed, show a credit
balance of 148,000.—frs. [A.T.s.]

#* * %

Dr. Ernst Vaterlaus, has been elected President
of the Government of the canton of Zurich for 1956/57,
as Vice-President Dr. Walter Konig was elected.

[aiT.s.]
* * *

The arts prize given by the town of Zurich,
amounting to 8,000.—frs. for 1956, has been awarded
to the sculptor Mr. Otto Charles Baenninger of
Zurich. [a.T.8.]

o * *

The University of Sao Paulo (Brazil) has honoured

Dr. Fritz Stiissi, Professor at the Federal Institute

of Techunology (ITH), Zurvich, with the degree of
doctor honoris causa. [A.7.8.]

[rau  Christine Jenny-Jenny of Ennenda (Ct.
Glarus) has celebrated her 102nd birthday. [a1.s.]

The population of the town of Bienne on April
30th, 1956, numbered 54,008. [a.7.8.]

A motorist, who through reckless driving caused
the death of a 64-years-old man, was fined 300.—frs.(!)
by the Tribunal of Morat. [a.r.s.]

IR

The ** Landsgemeinde *’ of the canton of Appen-
zell A.Rh. was held at Trogen, amongst the guests
were present the I'rench Ambassador in Berne, M.
Dennery, and the members of the Government of the
canton of Thurgau. Mr. Adolf Bodmer (Trogen) was
elected as ¢ Landammann "', [a.1.8.]

The ¢ Landsgemeinde ” of the canton of Appen-
ell T.Rh. took place at Appenzell. Mr. Armin Loder
(Oberegg) has been re-elected as ¢ Landammann "’
[A.Ti8: ]
* * *

The firm ¢ Eisen-und Stahlwerke Oehler & Cie.,
A.G., Aarau ”’, employing a staff of 440, has celebrated
their 75th anniversary. President of the Board is
Mr. Alfred Oehler-Wassmer. [a.1.8.]

*

At a meeting of the commune of Lenzburg (Ct.
Aargan) a proposal to buy the castle of Lenzburg,
which belongs to the heirs of the American scientist
Ellsworth, was accepted by a large majority. The
price paid is 500,000.—frs. [a.7.8.]

The Lausanne composer, Julien-Francgois Zbinden,
head of music section of Radio Lausanne, has received
3rd prize at the International Music Competition at
Warsaw. [A.1.8.]

* * *

Mme. Vuichod-Girard of Montreux has celebrated
her 101st birthday. Born in 1855 at Yvorne, she has
lived since 1876 in Montreux. [a.T.s.]

* * *

M. Marius Lampert has been elected President of
the Government of the canton of Valais for 1956/57.
M. Marcel Gross has been elected Vice-President.

[a.T.8.]

M*A°'T TRANSPORT LIMITED

FORMERLY MACHINERY & TECHNICAL TRANSPORT LIMITED

INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING & FORWARDING AGENTS
LING HOUSE, DOMINION STREET,

Telephone: MONARCH 6040 (20 Lines)
Telex: LONDON 8404 - MACANTECH.

LONDON, E.C.2
Telegrams: MACANTECH, PHONE, LONDON

ALLIED HOUSES:

BASLE

M-A-T TRANSPORT A.G., Peter Merian Strasse 50
PHONE : 351800. TELEX : BASLE 62216 - MATTRANS

ZURICH
M-A-T TRANSPORT A.G., London House, Bahnhofstrasse
PHONE : 258994 TELEX : ZURICH 52458 - MATTRANS
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A sports plane piloted by the well-known glider
pilot, Alwin Kuhn (32) of Colombier, (‘rfm}led at the
Planeyse airport; Kuhn was seriously injured, and
later on succumbed to his injuries. He leaves a widow
and two boys. [A.T.8.]

* -
DEATHS.

The following deaths arve reported from Switzer-
land :

Mgr. Dr. Richard Felti, for 17 years a teacher
of religion at the ‘* Kantonsschule’, St.. Gall, and
priest at Wil.

Lucien Naville, Manager of the Naville Paper
Agency, Geneva, in Geneva, at the age of 5.

Hans Blattner, Director of the Customs District
1 (Basle), in Basle, aged 64.

Dr. Paul Burchhardt-Liischer, from 1927-1938,
rector of the ‘¢ Miadchengymnasium *’, Basle, in Basle,
at the age of 84.

Hans Dick, President of the ¢ Kantonalen
Krankenkassen ’’, Schafthausen, in Schafthausen, aged
44,

*

Jakob Hartmann, dialect writer, in Rehtobel,
(Appenzell A.Rh.), at the age of 80.

I'ritz Walther, from 1938-1956, President of the
Board of the ‘¢ Verbandsdruckerei ’’, Berne, in Berne,
aged 73.

Dom Aristide Redaelli, Director of the Institute
¢ Rlvetico »? founder of the ¢ Oratorio’”’, and the
College Dom Bosco, Maroggia, in Novaro, at the age
of 80.

Dr. Emil Amrein, a well-known medical practi-
tioner, in Lucerne, aged 59.

Mario Soldini, President of the Government of
the canton of Ticino, in Mendrisio, at the age of 39.

Born in 1917, he received his schooling at the Benedic-
tine College, Sarnen, and afterwards studied law at
the University of Fribourg. In 1941, he established
himself as an advocate and notary in Mendrisio. In
1955, he entered the cantonal Government in succes-
sion to Mr. Giuseppe Lepori, the latter having entered
the Federal Government. [a.T.8.]

LEGACIE*S AN;S DO:IATIONS.

The late Mlle. Katharina Zweifel of Linthal (Ct.
Gilarus) has left an amount of 16,000.—frs. to various
charitable institutions. [A.T.8.]

W * 3%
ANNIVERSARIES.

Guglielmo Canevascini (70), of Lugano, for 34

vears a member of the Government of the canton of

CITY SWISS CLUB

We have much pleasure in announcing
that on Monday, 11th June next, at the Dor-
chester Hotel (Orchid Room), we shall have
a Dinner (6.30 p.m. for 7 p.m.), after which
Dr. F. W. HUMMLER from Berne, will kindly
give us A TALK on SWISS ECONOMIC
POLICY DURING the PRESENT BOOM .

The Committee.

and 1llg,

SWISS BANK CORPORATION

(A Company limited by Shares, incorporated in Switzerland).

99, GRESHAM STREET, E.C.2
REGENT STREET, S.W.l.

Capital and Reserves s.f. 244,000,000

187a

NEW YORK AGENCY

15 NASSAU

Branch Office : 49th STREET OFFICE
10, WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20, N.Y.

STREET.

Affiliated Company in Canada :
SWISS CORPORATION FOR CANADIAN INVESTMENTS LTD., MONTREAL.

BASLE - BIENNE -

GENEVA -
LAUSANNE - NEUCHATEL * SCHAFFHOUSE * ST. GALL * ZURICH

LA CHAUX-DE-FONDS
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Ticino. He was at one time a Member of Parliament
(National Council), and Editor of the Socialist paper
¢ Libera Stampa ’’.

Professor Karl Barth (70) of Berne, Professor of
Theology at the University of Basle. A native of
Berne, Karl Barth soon became one of the most
reputed theologians on the Continent. After 1934 he
started publishing his main work, FHecclesiastical
Dogma, the successive volumes of which made a great
impression in theological circles. He stirred up the
will of resistance of the Swiss during the war, and
showed them that there was no moral neutrality.

Dr. Paul-Louis Mercanton (80) of Riex, formerly
Professor of Meteorlogy and Topography at the Uni-
versity of Lausanne, and from 1934-1941, Director of
the ¢ Meterologischen Zentralanstalt ’’, Zurich.

[A.T.5.]
* * *
DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES.

Mr. & Mrs. J. Bitler-Elmiger of Gelfingen, (Ct.
Lucerne), Mr. & Mrs. G. Wilhelm-Wilhelm of
Zofingen, Mr. & Mrs. G. Pally-Mandal of Compesieres,
Mr. & Mrs. E. Wiist-Ziach of Oberriet (Ct. St. Gall),
Mr. & Mrs, A. Menzi-Kobelt of Tramelan, Mr. & Mrs.
1. Richner-Heberlein of Morat.

Mr. & Mrs. W. Zeller-Aellig of Liestal have cele-
brated their iron wedding anniversary (65).

[a.r.s.]
* * *

On February 15th, 1956, 194,534 foreign workers
were employed in Switzerland (90,328 males and
104,206 females). (IFebruary, 1955: 166,210.) [a.1.s.]

* *® *

Third party insurance tfor dogs is now compulsory
in Geneva. The Cantonal Parliament passed a law
providing that no dog licence will be issued in future
unless the owner has an insurance policy.

* ¥* *

A Swiss airman, Mr. Matti, has landed recently
his Bell G52 helicopter on a narrow rock ledge on the
Furggen ridge, at a height of 10,500ft., at the foot
of the Matterhorn rock wall. An Ttalian photo-
grapher, who was a passenger in the helicopter, was
able to climb from the ledge to the upper station of
the Breuil Ifurggjoch cable railway. The object was
to discover whether the bodies of the Italian climbers
Cazzaniga and Maggioni, who were killed during the
snowstorm of March 20, were still on the Matterhorn.
It was found that the two bodies are near the shoulder
of the mountain held fast by the ice, from which it

Kettners Restaurant has no music and is not
luxurious . . . but the Food and Wine are

superb.

Roast Surrey
Capon,

Roast Aylesbury
Duckling

served every day

will not be possible to free them until the summer
thaw.
% * *

The Royal Commission on Awards to Inventors
has awarded the sum of £6,000 to the Swiss firm .J.
R. Geigy in Basle, for the discovery of D.D.T. in-
secticide.

* * *

What is probably the world’s smallest regular
army as well as its oldest, the Swiss Guard at the
Vatican, recently celebrated its 450th anniversary by
military ceremonies with pipes and drums, and a
parade in its traditional yellow, orange, and dark
blue striped uniforms — reputed to have been designed
by Michael Angelo or Raphael. TFor the occasion they
also wore their heavy medieval armour, instead of
the lighter armour customarily used.

The origins of the guard go back to the fourteenth
century, when a number of Swiss and other foreign
mercenaries took service with the reigning Pope. But,
apart from occasional references to the recruitment
of Swiss mercenaries, little is known of its history
until 1505, when Pope Julius 11 decided to establish
a permanent Swiss corps for the personal protection
of the Pope and the papal palaces — a function which,
with the addition of certain police functions laid
down in the Lateran Treaty of 1929, it still fulfils.

The regular foundation of the guard, therefore,
dates from January 21, 1506, when 150 Swiss soldiers,
led by Peter von Hertenstein, arrived in Rome and
were given the solemn Dblessing of the Pope in St.
Peter’s Square. Twenty-one vears later the guard
was almost wiped out in the sack of Rome.

It is on the anniversary of this event each year
that new recruits take their traditional oath to ¢ serve
faithfully the reigning Pontiff and his legitimate suc-
cessors or, in periods when the throne is vacant, the
Sacred College of Cardinals ”’.  Recently, when the
anniversary celebrations were held in conjunction with
the oath-taking ceremony, there were 21 new recruits
from 10 Swiss cantons, bringing the strength of the
guard to 83. The captain commandant is Colonel
Jaron IHeinrvich de Ptyffer d’Altishofen, the 27th com-
mander since the corps was established.

Before the ceremony, and the laying of a wreath
on the memorial in the Vatican of the 147 Swiss
guards who were killed in the sack of Rome, the

The Anglo-Swiss Insurance & Reinsurance Agency
Ltd. in conjunction with its Associate Company,
Whitton & Co. (Insurance Brokers) Ltd., offer you a
Special Personal Accident Cover for £10 premium per
annum, i.e..—

Death caused by accident ... £3,000
Permanent Total Disablement

(Continental Scale) £3,000
Temporary Total Disablement £30 104
Temporary Partial Disablement £10 J weeks
Medical Expenses up to £40 or 15% of weekly
compensation.
World Wide Cover, including Flying, but excluding J
Winter Sports.

Anglo-Swiss Insurance & Reinsurance Agency Ltd.,
29/30, High Holborn, London, W.C.I.

CHAncery 8554.
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members of the corps attended mass in St. Peter’s.
Later, together with many Swiss who had come to
Rome for the celebrations, they were received in
audience by the Pope, who conferred on members of
the guard a special medal commemorating the 450th
anniversary.

ALLES LEBEN STROEMT AUS DIR.
(Appenzeller Landsgemeinde Lied.)

Lord, all life streams forth from Thee.
Never ceasing, like a river,
Tlow Thy blessings, gracious Giver,
Fashioned by Thy hands are we.

To Thy greatness owe I all,
All my being, ev’'ry feeling,
At Thy feet I’m humbly kneeling,
Thou whom Father I may call.

May Thy comfort, limitless,
Fill my heart with joy unbounded,
Knowing that I am surrounded
By a father’s tenderness.

Thou art near, with me abide
As I worship at Thy altar —
Lest my halting feet should falter
Let Thy angels be my guide.

(Transl. by.J.J.F.S.)

Enjoy Sws Care

— at these new
reduced fares !

It will cost you less than ever
to fly to Switzerland this summer
Here are Swissair’s new Mid-Week
Night Tourist fares :—

LONDON/GENEVA

LONDON/BASLE £1 9-0-0 Return
LONDON/ZURICH £20.10.0 Return

Special 23-day Day Tourist fare :—

LONDON/BERNE £25.0.0 Return

Ask your Travel Agent for details of these and all our 74

flights a week from London and Manchester to Switzerland.
It’s a wonderful way to get there, with Swissair’s superb

service, comfort and personal attention all the wax

fly |
SWISSAIlF

EUROPE - MIDDLE EAST - USA - SOUTH AMERICA

Offices in : LONDON, MANCHESTER, GLASGOW, BIRMINGHAM, DUBLIN

CRC 137

HEAD OFFICE:

ALLTRANSPORT BUILDING,
LITTLE TRINITY LANE,
LONDON, E.CA4.

Telephone: CENTRAL 5200 (20 lines)
Telex: LONDON 8336

WEST END BRANCH :
BURLINGTON ARCADE, PICCADILLY, W.I.
Telephone ; MAYfair 0111 (5 lines)

SWISS WINES

Bottled in Switzerland

WHITE WINES
L’ARBALETE Dézaley - J. & P. Testuz

L’ETOILE DU VALAIS - - A. Orsat
Fendant (Pétillant)

CLOS DE MONTIBEUX - - A. Orsat
Fendant

JOHANNISBERG - - - A. Orsat

NEUCHATEL L’AURORE - - J. E. Cornu

YVORNE - - - - - J. & P. Testuz

AIGLE - Cave du Cloitre . - J. & P. Testuz
RED WINE

DOLE DE RAVANEY - - A. Orsat
Shipped by :

J. B. REYNIER LIMITED
16/18, TACHBROOK STREET

LONDON, S.W.I|
ViCtoria 2917/18

Also a full range of Fine French Wines.
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