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T4 THE SWISS OBSERVER

March 25th, 1955.

EASTER 1955.

Peace and Goodwill among mankind are desired
by all people in Europe and all over the world. The
people wish to live happily, their own lives perhaps
following slightly differeit rituals all tending, how-
ever, towards the same goal —  Happiness .

Apart from very few mentally deranged men and
women — the war mongers, the embittered ones, the
revengeful omnes, the thwarted ones and those who
would sell their kin to earn a profit — all want Peace
to enable them to further their social conditions,
ameliorate the future of their children, find sanctuary
for their own old age.

And yet, Peace i.e. living in harmony with each
other, without covetting each other’s chattel, without
stealing from each other, but helping one’s neighbour,
supporting him in his difficulties, loving him as a
brother and enjoying the abundance which good mother
Earth provides for all. — Peace stands on a precarious
pedestal and is being assaulted from all sides.

Who is against Peace? All those who, blinded by
their own tolerance, their own righteousness, their
own inability of faith in others, because they have no
faith in themselves, shout angrily, each time someone
comes forward with some proposal for putting Peace
on a sounder footing. ‘“ Are these proposals to be put
before the highest sacrificial sovereign? By which is
meant The World.”

The trouble is that the various Nations are each
blessed with a. Government and that the latter thinks
that the safety and interests of its own particular
nation is its foremost task. Granted, in a way. DBut
they forget, or nearly all of them forget, that that aim
can be achieved only if the safety and interests of the
other Nations, all of them, are also considered and
secured.

Lip service has been paid to the ideal of a United
Nations League. Attempts have been made to trans-
late some of the major aspirations of this League into
reality. Such attempts have, so far, failed, because
the people of the various nations have not understood
the full implication of the articles of this institution.

You cannot have a United League of Nations be-
tween States enjoying full and separate sovereignty.

A ‘“ League ” means banding together. As in
private life you cannot be a true friend unless you sur-
render something of your own personality to your
friend, as you cannot be a partner unless you
surrender something you had into the partnership,

so it is mot possible for Nations to band together
without surrendering some of the exclusivity of their
status as individual Nations.

The case of our own country, as a small League
of Nations, has been cited ad nauseam. Comparisons
are always dangerous and often deceitful. But, unless
the peoples of all Nations realise that they cannot have
Peace as long as they remain independent in the fullest
sense of the word, that they cannot have a ILeague of
United Nations, unless this League is above the indi-
vidual nations, Peace will be but a myth.

Instead, therefore, of slapping the face of anyone
who proposes some measure which, in time, might lead
to a real League of United Nations in the full sense of
the word, in which the individual nations play their
part, but are conscious that their individual interests
come after and not before the interests of the League,
it would be better if we tried the old way and followed
the old exhortation, to fall in with our adversary when
he is in the mood !

At Easter Time it is always easier to Hope, than
at other periods of the year. Nature awakens, spring
flowers greet us, the message of resurrection gladdens
our hearts.

We who grow older, who have suffered, whose
heart, at times, have been seared DLy grievious losses
of beloved ones, or who, in younger years, have made
mistakes for which we now atone, we realise that life
has to be lived to its appointed end. But we also
realise, dimly and incompletely perhaps, that Resur-
rection, the feast we celebrate at Easter is a very real
thing and that our life, however unimportant we may
think it is, yet forms a small link in the endless chain
of human endeavour and evolution and as such is as
instructible as is the yearly recurring wonder of
Easter, ' ST.

OUR NEXT ISSUE.

Our next issue will be published on Friday, April
15th, 1955. We take this opportunity of thanking
the following subscribers for their kind and helpful
donations over and above their subsecription: E.
Fankhauser, E. Rognon, J. Zimmermann, Mrs. H.
A. Clarke, Willy Deutsch, H. Schmid, C. H. Willi,
P. Isacco, E. Brunner, E. H. Hess, F. Heller, Mrs.
C. Schaerer, Miss H. Sidler, A. W. Burkhardt, A.
O. Bucher, Alfred F. Frikart, E, Rietmann-Adams,
A. Schmid, R. A. Jequier, Mrs. H. Ellison, W. Graf,
. Eggar, P. Lequint, P. Barras, C. Berti.
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