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OBSERVER

July 29th, 1955.

ERNEST ANSERMET.

Commandeur de la Légion d’Honneur.

LErnest Ansermet, le célebre chef de 1'Orchestre
Romand, vient d’étre élevé au grade de Commandeur
dans I’'Ordre de la Légion d’honneur. Le Gouverne-
nent francais, en lui décernant cette haute distinetion,
a voulu témoigner au grand chef d’orchestre suisse sa
reconnaissance pour les ¢éminents services qu’il rend,
depuis de longues décades a la musique frangaise, dont
il fut et reste non seulement un icomparable in-
terpréte, mais encore un propagateur enthousiaste.
Grace & son talent, Ernest Ansermet a magnifique-
ment servi le prestige de 'art francais en Suisse et
dans le monde,

Rappelons le geste généreux de M. Ansermet qui,
aussitot apres la Libération, avait, de sa propre ini-
tiative, offert de diriger plusieurs concerts qui furent
donnés gracieusement par I’Orchestre de la Suisse
Romande, & Annemasse, Thonon et Annecy, au profit
des sinistrés de la Haute-Savoie.

La nouvelle de cette promotion a &été accueillie
avec une particuliere satisfaction dansg les milieux
musicaux francais, ou 'on tient M. Ansermet en trés
haute estime et ou il compte de fervents admirateurs.

[lrnest  Ansermet, founder-conductor of the
¢ Orchestre de la Suisse romande ”’, who in recent
vears has been a guest conductor all over the European
continent as well as in the major cities of the United
States, has been engaged to conduct the Boston Sym-
phony Orchestra — considered the world’s finest or-
chestra — for three weeks this coming winter.

GEORGE ELLISON ¥

We deeply regret to announce the passing
away, on July 17th, whilst on holiday in Switzer-
land, of Mr. George Ellison, of Birmingham, at
the age of 82.

The deceased was chairman of the Ellison
group of companies in Birmingham, and was a
pioneer of the electrical engineering industry.
Ie founded George Ellison Ltd. in Birmingham
in 1906, and later started Tufnol Ltd. under the
original name of Ellison Insulations Titd., and
Alfred Ellison Ltd. The three firms form one of
the largest privately owned industrial organisa-
tions in this country. Mur. Ellison did much for
welfare and social life in the factories and was a
life governor of Birmingham University.

Ie was a very great friend of our country,
which he visited every year. Iis wife, Mrs. 1.
Illison, née Burkhardt, was a compatriot of
ours, hailing from the canton of Derne. Tast
vear they celebrated their diamond wedding. an-
niversary. Mrs. Ellison has been a contributor
to our paper (H.I.) for a great number of years.
Joth she and her late husband were well-known
in the Swiss Colony of Birmingham.

Mr. Ellison leaves a widow, four sons —
three of whom are in the family business —
and a daughter, to whom we extend our deepest
sympathy.
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