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Pet/era/
The Belgian Minister in Berne,
Vicomte de Landsheere, in a letter
addressed to Monsieur Max Petitpierre,

Swiss Foreign Minister, has conveyed the thanks of
the Belgian Government to the Swiss people for the
generous help given to the victims of the recent Flood
disasters.

* * *
The departing Papal Nuncio in Berne, Mgr.

Philipp Bernardini, who has been appointed secretary
of the Oo/igrregfuHcm de /wopaf/unda /Ide in Rome, held
a fare-well reception at the " Nuntiatur " in Berne.
Amongst those who attended were : Dr. Ph. Etter,
President of the Swiss Confederation, Federal
Councillor, Dr. M. Feldmann, former Federal-Conn-
cillors, Dr. J. Baumann, R. Minger, E. von Steiger,
Minister Dr. W. Stucki, representatives of the
University of Fribourg, the army and of Industry and
Commerce as well as a great number of diplomats
accredited to the Confederation.

Mgr. Gustavo Testa has been appointed Papal
Nuncio in Berne in succession to Mgr. Bernardini,
(accredited since 1935 to the Confederation).

The new Nuncio was born in 1886 at Boltiere near
Bergamo. He was ordained as a priest in 1910. Since
1934, he has been titular arch bishop of Amasea. He
was formerly en poste in Cairo, Jerusalem and other
Eastern countries.

* # •
The Swiss Federal Railways have carried during

January, 1953, 17.12 million passengers, or 966.000
less than during the same period in 1952.

Goods traffic has diminished by 238,000 tons and
is returned as 1.37 million tons carried. (Jan. 1952 :

1.60 million tons). Receipts : 26.73 million frs. (Jan.
1952 : 30.16 million frs.)

* * *
Customs receipts for the month of February, 1953,

amounted to 43.4 million francs, or 0.3 million frs.
more than during the same period in 1952.

Cantona/ A young man entered a grocer's shop
in the Spitalstrasse Lucerne, where he
purchased several articles. When the

proprietoress of the shop, a Mrs. Mathilde Lüsten-
berger, turned her back to the customer in order to get
some of the goods, he suddenly attacked her, trying
to choke her, and also wounding her with a knife.
Although badly hurt, the woman was able to call for
help, upon which the agressor decamped. He was
later on arrested and identified as Pins, Gottfried
Kting, of Kiissnacht. (Rigi). [a.t.s.]

* * *

Four alpinists from Zurich, on the way to the
Cadlimo hut above Airolo, were overtaken by a heavy
blizzard, two of them were swept by the wind over the
Froda. precipice and killed. The names of the victims
are : August Schraner, (Zurich) care-taker, aged 62,
and Josef Deschmann, care-taker, aged 50. The other
two, took shelter amongst some rocks where they
spent the night, the next day they reached Airolo
completely exhausted and suffering from frostbite.

[a.t.s.]
» » »

The town of Zurich is to have a two-storey car
park 35ft. below the river Limmat. Cost will he
£1,250,000. [a.T.S.]

* # *
Dr. J. B. Noser (Oberurnen) a member of the

Superior Court of the canton of Glarus, has tendered
his resignation, [a.t.s.]

* * #

On the 6th of March 1953, 600 years ago Berne
concluded an eternal alliance with the " LT " eantons.
(TTi, Schwyz and Unterwaiden). This historical event
was duly observed in Berne, but the public festivities
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