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SWISS PARTY POLITICS.
A N.S.H. Causerie.

The Nouvelle Société Helvétique opened its winter
programme with a most interesting talk on Swiss
party politics, followed by a lively discussion. The
speaker was Dr. E. Richner, Editor of the " Neue
Zürcher Zeitung " for " Inlandpolitik Liberal
leader in the " Kantonsrat " of Zürich, and formerly
President of the Liberal Party of Zürich during
several years.

On the strength of his unrivalled experience in the
political life of his party and his Canton Dr. Richner
was in a position to give a vivid inside account of his
subject matter. The most interesting contrast to
party life in England is of course provided by the fact
that the Swiss citizen has to exercise his judgement
and democratic will power not only once every four
or five years in a general election, but every few
weeks or even more frequently by voting for or against
positive questions of comunal importance, new laws
previously approved by parliament and on initiatives
for new legal measures, as well as choosing new
occupants of public posts and representatives in the
various elective bodies that constitute the machinery
of the direct Swiss Democracy.

It was both illuminating and reassuring to hear
from Dr. Richner how carefully the work of continu-
ing enlightenment of the elector and voter is carried
on in Switzerland by all parties. Flis account of
things stimulated his audience so much that the
chairman had to break off the discussion at a late

hour although a number of questioners had not yet
exhausted their curiosity. It was particularly
attractive to most of those present at this meeting
that Swiss German was spoken by the lecturer and
throughout the discussion.
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