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THE STO RY OF A

RECORD-BREAKER

FOR THE FIFTH TIME THE MOST
ACCURATE WRIST WATCH AT THE

OBSERVATORY OF GENEVA

TF you win five first prizes in seven successive
contests, you have a right to be proud!

That is exactly what the world-famous Omega
30 mm has done. As production starts into the
second million, the Omega 30 mm has won its
fifth victory out of seven consecutive annual
precision contests held at Geneva Observatory.
Scoring 870.3 points, it bettered its own precwio«
record for 1950 in the wrist watch category.
And all the world c/oev love a winner! Already
over a million men have chosen the Omega
30 mm, recognising that this timepiece fulfils all
requirements for highest wrist watch accuracy.

Swiss Observatories have
found that in watches made
to be worn on the wrist,
the 30 mm diameter allows
the most precise adjustment.
At Geneva each watch
is tested for 45 days in
five standard positions, at
temperatures ranging from
freezing cold to tropical
heat.

OMEGA
THE WORLD HAS LEARNED

TO TRUST OMEGA

THE DIPLOMATIC POSITION
OF SWITZERLAND.

7ConclMsiO'« 7 •

Switzerland And The Reconstruction Of Europe.
A particularly delicate problem for Switzerland

was the question of her participation in the Marshall
Plan. When she was invited to attend the Conference
in Paris in June 1947, she had to make a decision on
the issue of her collaboration in the work of European
reconstruction, without knowing what definite form
such a collaboration would take, nor what extent the
American aid to Europe would reach. On accepting
this invitation, Switzerland therefore formulated
several preliminary reservations, especially concerning
the Convention on economic Co-operation.

Nobody demanded that Switzerland should sign
this convention, which contains no clause, that could
compromise her independence, and which declares in
Article 14, that no decision of the organization can be
imposed upon her. This collaboration therefore
involves no political or military commitment.

In certain circles — in Switzerland — the adhesion
of the Confederation to the Marshall Plan was criticized
as being an exclusively political act. Yet neither the
American government, nor that of any European
country has attempted to divert the plan from its
original purpose, nor to transform the Organization
for economic co-operation in Europe into a form of
alliance, to which Switzerland could not have
subscribed.

On the other hand, the Confederation is herself
interested in seeing her neighbours — all of whom
participate in the Marshall Plan — regain as soon as
possible a prosperity, which is a condition of peace on
this Continent. As a member of the European
community, she owes it to herself to participate in the
effort made to this end. In so doing she has not felt
that she compromised her neutrality, since her adhesion
to the Organization of Paris does not prevent her from
maintaining and developing her relations with the
States, which are not members of it.

However, the position of Switzerland has, from
the beginning, been somewhat exceptional, as her
economic and financial situation is sound and because
she does not ask to be aided by the United States. This
is, moreover, the best guaranty of her economic
independence.

CHANGE OF STEWARDSHIP OF THE

" SCHWEIZERBUND

Owing to the resignation of the Family Finger
from the above, Mr. & Mrs. K. Caluori, jun.
will be happy to welcome all members and
friends, and will be pleased to serve
Luncheons, Dinners, Light Refreshments, also
arrange small or large private parties, Dinners.
Dances and Receptions. For further
particulars please phone MUSeum 0036.



.Tune 26th, 1953. THE SWISS OBSERVER 6955

Switzerland and the International Technical
Organizations.

Acting in the same spirit, Switzerland has joined
a certain number of these specialized organizations,
which depend on the United Nations, and whose work
is without doubt the most positive element of inter-
national co-operation begun since the war.

Since 1874 the Confederation has been a member
of the Universal Postal Union, and since 1865 of the
" Union Internationale des Communications, " both of
which are today connected with the UNO. Since 1920
she has participated in the work of the International
Labour Organization, which has been depending on the
UNO since 1915. In 1947 the Swiss Parliament ratified
the entry into the International Organization for Civil
Aviation, the Food and Agriculture Organization and
the World Health Organization. In 1948 it ratified
the admission to the International Court of Justice and,
soon after, lier adhesion to the UNESCO.

Thus the Confederation follows a wide-spread
tendency of the Swiss in showing an obvious preference
for international institutions of a technical character.
The Swiss are not theorists by nature. The conditions
of their existence, the fight which they have to keep
up constantly against an almost unproductive soil,
make them prefer concrete action, the result of which
can be expressed in facts and figures, or goods. All
co-operation of the Confederation in great international
organizations is characterized by this feature, and it
is therefore not surprising, that this country occasion-
ally shows some reticence regarding the more political
organizations.

Moreover, the division of different services of the
UNO between Lake Success and Geneva looks like a
tacit confirmation of this tendency, since the European
Center of the UNO groups important, but very
specialized and very technical services.

Parallel to the official organizations, a large
number of semi-official, private international organiza-
tions also have their seat in Switzerland, which go to
make this country an important international center of
administration. This offers Switzerland another way
of participating in the international activities of the
nations, and of opening her gates widely to the world.

Switzerland and the Idea of a European Federation.
Is it not surprising that, with such a marked

tendency towards international co-operation and a
federal tradition of several centuries, Switzerland does
not participate with more enthusiasm in the various

movements, whose common aim is the creation of a
European Federation? Once more, she is torn
between her desire to collaborate and a certain reserve.
Yet most of the Swiss have a decided sympathy for the
idea of a European Federation, but a sympathy that
is tempered with a drop of scepticism in a people, which
has during six centuries experienced the difficulties,
that have to be overcome in order to realize this type
of union.

As far as official Switzerland is concerned, she is
watching the development of the question. The idea
of a European federalism conforms too much to the
Swiss mentality, for lier to consider it with indifference.
But she does not want to commit herself in this
direction, as long as she has no certainty, that there
is no question of an alliance, the aims of which would
be incompatible with her neutrality. Does that which
is proposed to the Confederation today, under the name
of European Federation, not look somewhat like a
regroupment of forces in view of a possible conflict?
The very fact, that one can ask this question, shows
how prudent Switzerland must be in respect of a.

continental system, that is still embryonic, and
concerning whose aims she does not yet know, if they
will conform to her own policy. Switzerland is too
European not to desire the realization of a form of
continental union, based on federalism. The present
degree of realizations, important as they may be do
not, however, enable her to adopt a definite attitude
for the moment. Hence this reticence, which at the
first glance seems to be in contradiction with the federal
spirit of this country.
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THE MAIN STATION & AIRLINES

TERMINAL RESTAURANT

SKIPPING
FORWARDING

INSURANCE
PACKING

COM PTO N'S
LIMITED

SEA
LAND

AIR
RHINE

ALLIED HOUSE :

SWISS SHIPPING Co. Ltd.,
RITTERGASSE 20,

BASLE.

COAf77A£ATAZ.
Tel.: CITY 4053

12a & 13, WELL COURT,
BOW LANE, LONDON, E.C.4

SPECIAL SERVICES TO SWITZERLAND
by TRAIN FERRY (the ALL RAIL Route)
by RHINE CRAFT (the ALL WATER Route)
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Cables : COMNAVIR
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JOHN IM OBERSTEG & Co. Ltd.,
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BASLE.
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