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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

[For some time past, negotiations have taken place
with the Swiss Presidents Assembly and the Swiss
Economic Council, with a view to putting the ** Swiss
Observer ", which was founded in 1919, on a sound
financial basis.

Greatly increased costs of production during the
last few years, due to higher wages and the heavy cost
of paper, have greatly endangered the continuation
of the Official Organ of the Swiss Colony in Great
Britain.  To partly counter these ever mounting
expenses, a slightly higher subscription rate came into
operation in April of last year, which, however, proved
inadequate to meet the case, and a further small in-
crease may be found necessary in the near future.

Encouraged by the wish expressed by a large
majority of our subscribers, that this publication
should be carried on at all costs, we put the position
before the members of the above named institutions,
taking the view, that the responsibilities hitherto borne
by the Publishers and the Editor alone, should now be
shared by the Colony as a whole.

We are pleased to announce, that an Advisory
Council has rvecently been formed, consisting of the
following members :— R. de Cintra (Chairman), O. F.
Boehringer, Ls. Chapuis, J. Eusebio, Gottfried Keller,
R. Keller, R. Pfenninger, A. Stauffer, G. E. Suter.

This newly constituted Council is to act in an
advisory capacity concerning administrative and finan-
cial matters only, the Editor to remain completely
independent.

We are glad to say, that our Minister, Monsieur
H. de Torrenté, is in full agreement with the steps
taken and the conclusions arrvived at.

We sincerely hope that the contribution of the
Colony’s paper can be assured.  As Publishers and
[ditor of the ¢ Swiss Observer ”’ we appeal most
earnestly and fervently to all our compatriots and
English friends connected with the life of our Colony,
to give this Council their wholehearted support. \\'e
on our part shall endeavour to keep the °°Swiss
Observer "’ as useful and interesting as possible.

O. F. BOEHRINGER, A. STAUFFER,
for the Publishers. The Editor.

“ @ l! NEWS AT RANDOM

The Federal Council has promoted Mr.
I, A. Pernet, at present a member of
the staft of the Consulate General in
New York, to the rank of Consul.

Consul Pernet entered the service of the Con-
federation in 1919. Nix years later (1925), he was
attached to the Swiss Legation in Vienna, and in 1926
he was transferred to our Legation in London, where
he remained until 1943, when he was put in charge of
the Swiss Consulate in Manchester with the rank of
Vice-Consul.

Nince May, 1946, Mr. Pernet is attached to the
Consulate General in New York.

(Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Pernet, were well-known in
the London Swiss Colony, and we tender him our best
congratulations on his well-deserved promotion.)

’ Federal

The Federal Council has decided to take up diplo-
matic relations with the German ** Bundesrepublik ™
in Bonn. An appointment of a Swiss Minister will be
shortly announced.

* * *

During the month of January, 1951, the Swiss
IPederal Railways have carried 16.82 million passen-
gers o1 339,000 less than in January, 1950. The
receipts are given as 19.35 million francs (Jan., 1950 :
19,766 million francs.)

Goods traffic has increased by 503 tons over
January, 1950, and is returned as 1.66 million tons,
the receipts of which totalled 29.27 million francs or
&.89 million francs more than during the same period

in 1950.
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