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February 9th, 1951,

THE SWISS

OBSERVER 5813

“ TOO DANGEROUS ” SPORT IS BACK AT
ST. MORITZ.

By DpreEx MEAKIN.

Horse racing on the frozen lake of St. Moritz in
Switzerland, which is being held last month for the
first time since 1939, is a sport which was once laughed
off as impractical.

When the suggestion was first made at the begin-
ning of the century it was dismissed as impossible and
even dangerous. It was only seriously considered when
scientists called in to test the strength and thickness
of the ice assured the authorities that it would easily
bear the weight of half a million people.

The first actual trials consisted of trotting and
skikjoring races, which had previously taken place in
the streets of St. Moritz,

The town was already one of the most famous
winter sports resorts in the world when the decision
was finally taken to mark out a course 15 miles long
and 150 feet wide on the lake.

Soon the races Dbecame international fashion
events, taking an essential place in the St. Moritz
season of ski-ing, skating, tobogganing and ice hockey
— and, of course, the thrilling three-quarters-of-a-mile-
long Cresta Run.

They came to a standstill during both world wars,
and the last Grand Prix of St. Moritz took place in
1939.

Last month’s 29th international race meeting in-
cluded flat racing, trotting and skikjoring.

CONCERT NEWS.

We have much pleasure in directing the attention
of our readers to the following two concerts :—

Sunday, February 18th, at 7 p.m. — All Beethoven
Concert — London Symphony Orchestra, soloist Mme.
Andrée Wachsmuth (Swiss) at the Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden.

Monday, February 12th, at 7 p.m. — Piano Recital

— by Max Iigger (Swiss) — at Wigmore Hall, W.1.

VIOLA DA GAMBA CONCERT.

We draw the attention of our readers to the Viola
da Gamba concert, which, under the auspices of the
Anglo-Swiss Society will take place at Cowdray Hall,
Henrvietta Place, Cavendish Square, W.1, on Thursday,
the 15th of F'ebruary next, at 8.15 p.m.

The ¢ Consort of Viols > under its leader, August
Wenzinger from Bale, gave a concert in London last
vear and received a very enthusiastic reception from
the music-critices.

SOIREE MUSICALE.

The Swiss Minister and Madame . de Torrenté
gave a  soirée musicale, on Wednesday evening,
Ifebruary 7th, at the Goldsmiths Hall, Toster Lane,
E.C.2.

The artists which took part in the programme,
were Idwin Iischer (pianist), Mme. Maria Stader
(Soprano), and members of the London Philharmonic
Orchestra.

YOU know the joy

and pleasure of a holiday
in Switzerland.  Perhaps
your English friends do
not. Please put them wise,
and ask them to apply for
full information, also travel
tickets by Rail or Air

to i —

4589,

Ch. Dubost, Montana.
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