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THE DIARIES OF JOHANN CONRAD FISCHER
(1773 — 1854).

To the present generation, Johann Conrad Fischer
is known as the founder of the Steel Works in Schaff-
hausen and as a pioneer in metallurgy, but specialists
only are still familiar with his writings. His travel
diaries, the first editions of which have been exhausted
for a long time, have recently been republished in one
volume by Messrs. George Fischer Limited in Schaft-
hausen, Switzerland. as part of a series of books they
are issuing on the occasion of their sesquicentennial.

The diaries were first published between 1816 and
1R52, a period of gigantic npheavals in all domains of
human activity. Johann Conrad ischer had been a
witness of the French Revolution, of the Napoleonic
era, and of the political development of the first half
of the nineteenth century up to the time the Swiss
[Federa! Constitution of 1848 was adopted. In econo-
mic matters, his writings are a rich source of informa-
tion on the history of the English Industrial revolu-

tion. An  enthusiastic  student and admirer of
Engeland’s achievements, Johann Conrad IFischer fol-

lowed from year to year its remarkable scientific and
industrial progress; he was on friendly terms with
many of its ranking scientists and industrial leaders.
The worth of his own inventions he constantly
measured by the standard of similar Dritish ones, and
this always gave him occasion for penetrant com-
parisons between conditions in the two countries.

Johann Conrad Fischer was not only an inventor
and an industrialist; he was also politically active.
During decades, he placed his capacity for work and
the wide range of his knowledge at the service of his
native city. Tle was the Cantonal Director of Mines
during halt a century, and also the first Mayor of
Schaffiansen ; until his death in 1854, he constantly
took issue through the press on the most important
matters of public interest.

Johanne Conrad Fischer’s ani'nl)iom-aphical notes
are pnhhxhed for the first time in dn annex. Besides
being of espec ial interest for the history ot the family,
the\ contain valuable indications on the various stages

f his career as an inventor.

The study of the diaries is facilitated by numerous

editor’s notes and an index.

JOURNEES DES SUISSES DE L’ETRANGER 1951.

Berne, le 6 juillet 1951.
Chers compatriotes,

Nous adressons a toutes les sociétés swisses et
aroupes N.N.H. a Uétranger une invitation cordiale &
notre congrés annuel qui aura lieu cette année & la
oire d’échantillons de Bile, du 31 aofit au 2 septem-
hre. Les représentants de motre service diplomatique
et consulaire seront également les bienvenus.

A ¢6té des problémes spéciaux & chaque colonie,
une q\l(“\{l(m d’intérét général sera placée au centre des
débats, celle du m(unftc n et du renforcement de nos
colonies. Ce probléme, qui se présente d’une maniére
diftérente d'une colonie & 1’autre, constitue 'un des
chapitres importants du rapport de la Commission
@’experts pour les questions relatives aux Suisses &
Pétranger. (Yest pourquoi nous insistons beaucoup

pour que tous ceux qui ont des idées ou des suggestions
A apporter veuillent bien nous en donner dés main-
tenant connaissance.

Nous comptons particuliéerement sur la part que
nos compatriotes d’outre-mer prendront & cette dis-
cussion.  Nous insistons donc aupreés d’eux pour qu’ils
viennent nombreux & nos assises qu’ils voudront bien
annoncer & tous ceux des leurs qui se trouveront au
pays & fin acht et au début de septembre. Qu’ils nous
donnent leurs adresses si cela leur est possible.

Tout Suisse domicilié & 1’étranger a le droit de
participer & notre congrés. Seuls cependant pourront
v prendre la parole ceux qui ont été expressément
délégués par une Société suisse ou un Groupe N.S.H.
a Pétranger, ou qui ont pris auparavant contact avee
nous.

Tout en nous réjouissant de vous saluer a BAle,
nous vous prions d’agréer, chers compatriotes, 1’ex-
pression de nos sentiments sincérement dévoués.

Le Secrétariat des Swisses a I Htranger,

A. BRIOD. MOERGELI.
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