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5498 THE SWISS OBSERVER

May 26th, 1950.

75th FETE SUISSE.

Now it can be revealed! The Committee have been
most anxious to have a great personality from Switzer-
land to bring us a message from our Homeland on this
very auspicious occasion. Well, it was not easy
because the Swiss Parliament is in session again next
month and our great ¢ leaders’™ arve all very much
engaged.  We felt that it would be very fine indeed if
this year our Brothers from the Ticino had a share,
and with this in view we asked Monsieur Aleardo PINI
to come. He was brilliantly elected Vice-President of
the Conseil National earlier this year and is Chairman
of the largest party in Switzerland. He is one of Swit-
zerland’s greatest orators as those who have heard him
at one time or another will know. His addresses are
always listened to with the greatest interest in Zurich,

Jasle or Lausanne as M. Pini speaks all our national
languages with equal ease. He is sure of a very great
welcome here and our Colony is indeed fortunate in
having the opportunity to hear this great citizen of our
country.

M. and Mme Sandoz are well known by listeners to
Swiss Radio.  Paul Sandoz is acknowledged as our
greatest baritone and he has been chosen to take the
lead at the Féte des Vignerons in Vevey ; this speaks,
or should we say sings, for itself.

A young violinist of great talent is also giving us
the lovely ¢¢ Suite Montagnarde ”’. Mademoiselle Marie
Amsler (although not yet as well known as her famous
father, Prof, Amsler, the oculist), is bound to gain
everyone’s sympathy by her charm and simplicity.

Much else is in store for you but one little piece
of advice : Get your tickets as soon as you can, and
come early, not only to secure a good seat but also to
enjoy the famous ¢ giteries ”” which Mr. Schmid has
the knack of preparing and which make the ¢ thé de la
[Péte Suisse ”’ such a very happy and homely occasion.

P

SWISS RIFLE TEAM.

——

We are informed, that the above Society has again
assumed “its former name, -namely : SWISS RIFLE
ASSOCIATION.

POPULARIS
‘TOURS

BERNE - BASLE
"'LONDON

Accredited agents of :

BRITISH RAILWAYS
(Continental Section)

FRENCH RAILWAYS

SWISS FEDERAL RAILWAYS
We can make all your and

travel arrangements ALL LEADING AIR LINES
B.E.A. SWISSAIR &c.

Tickets and reservations supplied at official
London Office : fares. No booking fees involved.
REGENT 1352

6, Royal Arcade, :
! Telegrams :

Old Bond St. W.I.
Telephone :
HELVETOURS, PICCY, LONDON. i

JOURNEE DES SUISSES A L’ETRANGER.
September 1st — 3rd at Lausanne.
Wishes and suggestions to be submitted.

This year’s conference of the Swiss abroad is taking
place at Lausanne on September 1st to September 3rd,
1950.  All the Societies in the Colony are invited to
submit suggestions and requests for the Agenda as
early as possible, so that a suitable working-programme
can be drawn up by the Secrétariat des Suisses a
I’Etranger,

As in previous years the London Group of the
Nouvelle Société Helvétique has called an Open Meet-
ing to discuss what problems and what requests our
Colony ought to raise at Lausanne.  This being the
only opportunity for the Swiss abroad to make their
views and demands known in an effective manner, it is
particularly regretful that only very few compatriots
attended the Meeting.

The indifference thus manifested by the Colony is
the more remarkable as there have been several concrete
proofs, showing that the Colony’s representations do
not remain entirely unheard.  However, there were
enough present to ensure an- adequate discussion of
some some of the questions raised, with the assistance
both of Dr. Umbricht and M. Clottu, Commercial and
Social Attachés of the Legation. A list of the questions
sugeested for the Journée dex Suisses & PItranger
is appended herewith : —

(1) Tinancial and Keonomic questions :
(a)  Double taxation with special regard for Old
Age-Pensioners retiring to Switzerland ;
(b) Old Age Assurance ;
(¢) Tacilities to take out additional Assurances
in Switzerland ;
(d) Military tax;
(e) Appeal to Swiss firms in favour of Swiss
representatives abroad. :
(2) DPolitical :
k (a) Voting for Swiss abroad when in Switzer-
: land ;
(b) EKlection of own representatives in Parlia-
ment ;
(¢) New Citizenship-Law.
(3) General :
(a) Ways and means for asserting the views and
requests of the Swiss abroad.

All Swiss in England are invited to communicate
to the Secrétariat des Suisses & I’Etranger, Wallgasse
2, Berne, or the Hon. Secretary of the Nouvelle Société
Helvétique, London Group, 35, Fitzroy Square, W.1,
any aditional suggestions or representations regarding
the Agenda for the Journée. It is very much to be
hoped that all the Societies in our Colony will nominate
representatives for the Journée, so as to give the Dele-
eation from KEngland an increasing influence in the
Councils of this organisation.

Dr, FE.

HIGH CLASS ACCOMMODATION
Twenty minutes from Piccadilly. Comfortable
double & single rooms. H. & C. Partial Board.
17, Freeland Road, W.5. Tel. ACOrn 0209.
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