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May 26th, 1950. THE SWISS OBSERVEE 5489

SWISS HOLIDAYS NOT SO EXPENSIVE.

The Centres Tours Manager of a well-known
English Travel Agency has demonstrated most con-
vincingly in a circular letter to its Agents that holi-
days in Switzerland are even now, on the whole, not
dearer than in other countries and that all English
tourists, who have in the past refrained from drawing
the full travel allowance may get more Swiss francs for
spending than before, if they so desire.

We reproduce the text herewith, as it will no doubt
give useful talking points to Readers. We regret hav-
ing for the moment to suppress the name of the writer
of the letter and his Agency, but congratulate them on
this enterprise.

Holidays in Switzerland.
The number of bookings for Swiss Holidays for this

Season is considerably reduced, and as we feel that this
is partly due to a lack of appreciation by the public
of the true position, we should like to make a few oh-
servations regarding Swiss Tours.

There seems to be a widespread belief that Switzer-
land is a bad holiday proposition since the devaluation
of the £, and that even when tours are no dearer than
in other countries, the cost of excursions and inci-
dentals are comparatively high, making a holiday there
much more expensive than in other holiday countries.

Some of the true facts are set out on a leaflet pub-
lished by the Swiss National Tourist Office. We our-
selves have proved to our own satisfaction that hotels
in Switzerland are no dearer than hotels of similar
standard in other countries, and are in many cases
cheaper despite the effects of devaluation. The cost of
excursions and other incidentals pa id by clients are
similarly quite comparable with those obtaining else-
where.

In adition, we find that it is not clearly understood
that the amount of Swiss Currency available for spend-
ing in connection with Tours is actually more than was
allowed in 1949. For example, clients taking a 17 day
tour to Switzerland last Season were given a spending
money allowance of about £1 per day :

i.e., £14 which @ 17 /r. to the £1 Fr. 238. (1949)
Whereas on a similar 17 day Tour this Season, they
may take with them for spending about :

£28 which @ 12 /r. to the £1 Fr. 326 (1950).
This plea for stress on Switzerland is not axe

grinding on our part ; bookings for all countries are
equally remunerative to an Agent, but we feel that we
should do all Ave can to remind intending travellers
that Switzerland, the holiday country " par excel-
lenee," still offers the finest value for a Continental
holidav.
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