Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1950)
Heft: 1148
Rubrik: News at random

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Che Swiss Observer

Founpep 8y Paur

BOBHRINGER.

The Official Organ of the Swnss Colony in Great Britain.

EDITED BY A. STAUFFER WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF MEMBERS OF THE SWISS COLONY IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Telephone: CLERKENWELL 2321/2.

Published Twice Monthly at 23,

LroNARD StrREET, E.C.2. Telegrams: Freprinco, LLONDON.

Vor. 35. No. 1148. FRIDAY,

NOVEMBER 24th, 1950.

Price 8d.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
(Fortnightly issue.)

UNITED KINGDOM 1;5 issues, post ?e .......... g/"g
AND COLONIES ieslies, postitRa L tLw w0 ST
24 issues, post free . . . . . .. .. 16/-

; i {12 issues, post free . . . . . . Frs. T.—
el el 24 issues, post free . . . . . . Frs. 13.50

(Swis;s subscriptions may be paid into Postscheck-Konto
Basle V 5718).

“Q ” NEWS AT RANDOM

The Federal Council has appointed Dr.
Federal Erie Kessler, at present Press Coun-
sellor at  the Nwiss Legation in
Washington, to the post of Chargé d'Affaires in
Bucarest.

Dr. Kessler was born in 1897 in Winterthur, he
studied at the Universities of Zurich, GGeneva, Paris,
Berlin and Gittingen. He started his career as a
Journalist in 1924. From 1929-1939 Dr. Kessler was
London correspondent of the ** Neue Ziircher Zeitung.”
At the outbreak of the last war, in 1939, he was ap-
pointed Press Attaché at the Swiss Legation in
London and in 1946, he was transterred to the Swiss
Legation in Washington with the rank of Counsellor
of Legation.

* * *
Customs receipts during the month of October
totalled 62.2 million franes or 15.4 million francs morve
than during the same period in 1949.
During the first 10 months of the current year
customs receipts amounted to 482.8 million francs.
(Same period 1949 : 398.8 million francs).

" * *

Following the decision of the Swiss National
Couneil to .1dhue to the European Payments Union,
Mr. P. Rossy, Vice-Governor of the Swiss National
Bank. has been elected a member of the Managing-
Board of the E:P.U.

» * *

The Norwegian Foreign Minister, M. Halvard
Lange, was received in audience by M. Max Petitpierre,
President of the Swiss Confederation ; he was later on
tlie guest of the Swiss Government at a luncheon.

* * -

The Federal Council has declared that it will sub-
sidise air raid shelters incorporated in new building
projeets.

The tribunal of Lucerné has recently
passed sentence of five months im-
prisonment on a motorist who, under
the: influence of alcohol ran over a cyclist w ho sue-
cumbed to his injuries. Two other motorists were also

Cantonal

sentenced to six weeks imprisonment for driving when
drunk [a.1.s8.]
* * »

The Technical University of Karlsruhe has
honoured Dr. John Eggert, Professor at the Federal
Institute of Technology (ETH) in Zurich, with the
degree of doctor honoris causa. ]a.r.s.[

- »

Wireless operator Jules Gloor, a member of the
personnel of ‘¢ Swissair 7’ for the last twenty years,
has flown three million kilometers. [i.1.8.]

- » L]

The late Jakob Amsler-Bender, a former Consul,
has left an amount of 10,000.—frs. to the commune of
Schinznach-Dorf for the education of young and
promising students. [a.T.8.] ‘

* * x

Mr. Willi Pfaehler, since 1940, an engineer at the
** Maschinentabrik Oerlikon ’, has been appointed
Director of the electricity works of the town of Winter-
thur, in succession to Mr. W. Werdenberg, who has
recently vacated his post to enter a private concern.

[am.s.]
- » -

Mr. Paul Schmid-Ammann, a member of the
editorial staff of the ‘¢ Volksrecht '’ Zurich, has been
appointed editor-in-chief of the said paper. [a.r.s.]

* » »

During the month of October, 1950, 387 (Oct. 49 :
404) traffic accidents have been reported from the
canton of Berne. 257 (Oct. 49 : 310) persons have been
injured of whom 6 Oct. 49: 12) have smecumbed to
their injuries. [a.T.s.]

* * *

Dr. Theo Guhl, Professor of Civil Law at the Uni-
versity of Berne, has celebrated his 70th birthday
anniversary. [A.T.S.]

HASTINGS

QUEEN’S HOTEL <u'ss:X
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Robert Lehner, r.u.c.1.
Telegrams: Queen’s Hastings.

General Manager :

Telephone: Hastings 4167,

[deal spot for all holidays. Special Christmas programme '
with Gala dances and childrén’s party with Father
Christmas and conjuror. Central Heating, hot and
cold water and telephones in all bedrooms.  Gloucester
Restautant — One of the finest on the South Coast. Ballroom,
Piccolo Bar. Excellent facilities for Banquets, Conferences,
Wedding Receptions, etc. Easy reach Golf, Angling, Riding,
Tennis. Two minutes from Medicinal Baths and Station.
- Write for Tariff — En pension terms from 25[- per day.
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1950, 97 traffic accidents
Three

In the month of October,
have been reported in the canton of Fribourg.
persons were killed 411(1 ") 111|1n(~<l [a.m.8.]

The premises of Hw lnm & (,vln Nef "', furniture
manufacturers in Herisau (Ct. Ap ]wn/mll A.Rh.) have
heen destroved by five. 'l‘lw damage caused exceeds
210,000.—frs. [a.r.s.]

*

*

The late Mme. Albertina Lanz-Werkmeister, of St.
Gall, has left an amount of 134,000.—frs. to a number
of charitable institutions.  The commune of Krinau
(Toggenburg) receives 20,000.—frs.  [a.1.8.]

* * *

The President of the * Kaufmiinnischen Direk-
torivms 7 in St Gall, Mr. Friedrich Hug, has cele-
brated his TO0th birthday anniversary.

Mri. Hug has been since 1934, President of the
Chamber of Commerce of the canton of St. Gall, and
is Chairman of the Board of ** Stickerei Export Union
A.G. [amr.s.]

*

* *

A cable of the  Schwebebahn » between Chalais
and Vercorin (C't. Valais) broke, causing the cabin to
fall.  The only occupant, Gabriel Rey, a railway em-
ployee, received serious injuries. [a.1.8.]

*

Two high rank officers of the Niamese
Army

army arrvived in Switzerland to study
military institutions.  [ar.s.]
- XXX

The following deaths are reported [rom Switzer-
land :—

M. Daniel Thi¢baud,
of 63.

Dr. Hermann Schmalenbach, since 1937, Professor
of philosophy at the University of Basle, in Basle,
aged 65.

Niegfried  Meier, a  well-known
engineer, in Zofingen, at the age of 70.

Johann  Jakob Breitenstein, from 1884-1921 a
teacher in Basle, and the oldest inhabitant of the town
of Basle, at the age of 99.

notary in Bevaix, at the age

“ Tiefbau

[A1.8.]
* * i
The following couples have celebrated their dia-
mond wedding anniversary (60) in Switzerland : Mr.
and Mrs., Léon Fleury-Gogniat, of La (‘haux-de-IFonds
Mro and Mres, J. Wipfli-Arnold, of Seedort (Ct. Uri)
and Mr. and Mrs. K. Kéilin-Zehnder, of Einsiedeln.

[A.T.8.]

The newly elected DPresident of the Republic of
Guatamala, Monsieur Jacobo Arbenz Guzman., is of

Qe[wwus
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VINS DU VALAIS

L’Etoile du Valais (Fendant Petillant)
Clos de Montibeux (Fendant)
Johannisberg

Déle Clos de Ravaney

am

f Origineaux mis en bouteilles par S.A. Alphonse Orsat a Martigny

VINS VAUDOIS

Vinzel - Luins
Mont s/Rolle - Fechy
Aigle - Yvorne

Origineaux mis en bouteilles par S.A. Hammel a Rolle

Seuls agents pour La Grande Bretagne

MANETTA’S WINE COMPANY

LIMITED
12b, HALF MOON STREET, LONDON, W.I.
'Phone : GROSVENOR 2964.

Degustez ces Vins avec vos: repas au

MANETTA’S RESTAURANT
CLARGES STREET, LONDON, W.I.
"Phone : GROSVENOR 2964,

Swiss origin,
zerland to Guatemala.

his father having emigrated from Swit-
[a.T.8.]
* * *

Winter sports enthusiasts throughout the world
will be delighted to learn that negotiations have now
bheen completed for the opening of the Cresta Run at
St. Moritz.  Lord Brabazon of Tara, whose riding is
classical and whose knowledge and experience of “the
un are unique, acting with ﬂw Swiss authorities, has
carried out the arrangements and the celebrated
*piste 7 will be open from January 6th to February
10th from Junction.

It is proposed in this short season to hold races
for all the famous trophies. It will be a very full pro-
gramme, requiring the blessings of the weather gods
and — may we hope some easing of the currency
restrictions.

* * -

Di. Paul Ruegger, President of the International
Red Cross Committee, accompanied by two other mem-
bers of the committee and three of the staff, has left
Geneva for Moscow by air. This will be the first
personal contact made with the U.S.S.R. alliance of
crosses and crescents and much importance is ascribed
to it in Red Cross circles.

* * »

Construction  of a  passenger aerial cableway
Stalden to Staldenried (Valais) has been completed.
Starting from the railway station at Stalden on the
Brig—Visp—Zermatt railway, it passes over the deep
gorge of the Visp and ascends to the village of Stalden-
ried. A second section is under construction from
Zur Tannen to Gspon. i
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The Swiss Alpine Club has voted 43,000 francs
towards the cost of rebuilding the Tscehierva hut which
stands at a height of R.0700t. on the moraine of the
Tschierva glacier in the Engadine.  The elacier has
receded so much during the past two vears that the
moraine, no longer supported by the mass of ice. is
crumbling.  Last spring the terrace collapsed and the

hut was closed. A new hut will he erected on rock
at a cost of 80,000 francs.
The Swiss wholesale prices index rose to 220 al

the end of September in the series based on the average
for July, 1914, equalling 100 and to 208.5 in the series
August 1939-—100. This represented an advance of 1.9
per cent. on the end-of-August figures of 219.9 and
204.8 respectively,

A Swiss firm has produced a new kind of paper,
which resists tearing when wet,

% * »

The International ‘Time Table Conference which
took place this year in Amsterdam from the 11th to
the 21st October, under the chairmanship of the Swiss
Federal Railways, has succeeded in reducing the run-
ning time of the Simplon Orvient I9xpress between Paris
and Milan by 20 minutes and between Paris and
[stanbul by about two hours. The Throungh Train
Rervice from Hook of Holland to Basle in connection
with-the evening departure from Liverpool Street has
also been- accelerated and will, as before the war, be
called the ** Rheingold ™ Express. The rolling stock
will be specially selected for comfort and this train
will reach Basle at 7.20 p.m. next day and therefore
connect with a number of Swiss holiday resorts. The

quickest through connection from Ingland to Switzer-
land  will be provided by the 4.30 p.m. Service ex
Victoria Stafion and reach Basle via Tolkestone-
Boulogne at 7.50 a.m. next day.

* * *

To Commemorate the 600th anniversary of the
entry ol Zurich into the Swiss Confederation, the
Committee of Zurich Guilds has decided to organise a
ereat historical procession on the 22nd April next.
Conserpuently, the Procession arranged for the follow-
ing Monday and the ** Sechseliiuten 7 Children’s Pro-
cession will not take place,

The historical procession will include some 2,800
participants, practically entirely recruited from the
Zurich Guilds, and will illustrate the development of
Znrich during its 600 years’ association with the Con-
federation. Tt will recall the Alliance of 1351 of the
four original cantons, the participation of Zurich with
tHlans Waldmann at the Battle of Morat, the great
Shooting  Matehes of 1504, the Reformation led by
Ulrich Zwingli and the famous boat journey to Stras-
bourg with a pot of millet. Other groups will depict
the Znrich fortifications of 1640, the perpetual alliance
with IFrance under Louis X1V, tableaux of life in, and
the campaign of, the 18th century, the aid given to
Berne in 1798 and finally the new IFederal Constitution
with two large groups of banners of the canton and the
Guilds.

»* * *

During the past year, 123,500 persons visited the
castle of Chillon and amongst them were pupils from
338 Swiss schools and 70 foreign schools.

Cables : ACMETRANS

ACME TRANSPORT CO. LTD.

ACME HOUSE, WHITECROSS STREET, LONDON, E.C.I

MONarch 2692 (5 Lines)

Phones :

3

OFFICIAL AGENTS OF BRITISH RAILWAYS
TRAIN FERRY SERVICE

DIRECT TRUCK LINK : 1

/ ENGLAND - SWITZERLAND - ENGLAND
WITHOUT UNLOADING via DOVER - DUNKIRK

‘Two Daily Departures Each Direction

BASEL .
T BALKAN

Agents in Switzerland :
GOTH & CO. LTD.
BALE -, ZURICH
ST. GALL - GENEVA, etc. |

STGALLER

BUCHS
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In the presence of notabilities of the diplomatie
and cultural world, the European Cultural Centre was
recently inaugurated at the Villa Mon Repos, Geneva.

Speeches were made and messages were received
in the name of the European Movement and from the
College of Kurope.

Mr. Albert Picot, State Councillor of Geneva,
speaking of cultural exchanges between various coun-
tries, said that this task could only be realised given
the respect of the human personality and the liberty
of the human mind.  Mr. Denis de Rougemont, the
Director of the Centre, in stating the objects of this
European Cultural Centre, stressed the necessity of
saving European culture it Europe wishes to maintain
its place in the world.

- *

*

At a time when machines and industrialisation
were bringing about a mad rush to speed up the tempo
of life and thereby leaving man less time in which to
meditate, the cinematograph was invented, for man
does not live on bread alone.

In its initial stages, the cinema was merely an
attraction competing with fair grounds and the like
but in the course of 50 years it has achieved an indis-
pensable place in present day lite, News reels bring
current events immediately to the screen, films exactly
depict the cultural life of our age and the documentary
films give the history of our times.

In the same way as we preserve books, newspapers,
pictures, so must we preserve films.  Most countries
nowadays have their own cinematographic museum and
in Switzerland the Film Archives were established in
Basle in 1943. Owing to certain internal difficulties,
however,; this organisation had to abandon its activities
and it was then that a few young dynamic cinema
enthusiasts in Lausanne took action to ensure that the
Basle Film Archives were transferred to Lausanne.
They met with the benevolent support and welcome
from competent persons and from the Lausanne au-
thorities, and to-day the Swiss Cinematographic
Museum is a rveality. It comprises to-day some six
thousand reels.

ANGLO-SWISSS SOCIETY.
Xmas Banquet, Ball and Cabaret.

We have wmuch pleasure in directing the attention
of our readers to the Xmas Banquet, Ball and Cabaret
of the Anglo-Swiss Society, which will be held on
Monday, 11th December, 1950, from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.,
at the Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, W.1.

Well known artists will provide a Cabaret which

CACRPA A TEB BB B BT BB B A

will end with a tablean and the entry of a large cake
depicting a Swiss mountain scene: there will be an
Nmas tree and Xmas Decorations.

Neating will he by round tables and those repre-
senting ** Canton ™ will be arranged to form a large
map of Switzerland. Each cantonal table will fly the
flag of the ¢ Canton.”

There will be no speeches.  Evening Dress (tails or
dinner jacket) will be worn. Price of tickets will be
140/- each and Members may bring as many guests as
they like. ‘

Applications for tickets should be made to the
Dirvector, Anglo-Swiss Society, 145, Palace Chambers,
Westminster, London.

INTERNATIONAL SKATING COMPETITION.

The Open International Skating Competition (for
Ladies) organised by the Richmond Amateur I[ce
Skating club was held on Monday, 6th November, 1950,
at the Richmond Tce Rink.

Amongst the 18 young ladies who competed here,
five were of Swiss nationality, namely Mlles. Nina
Doria, Yolande Jobin (daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L.
Jobin, of 12, Berkeley Road, Barnes, S.W.13), Lily
Kresz, Suzy Wirz and Doris Zerbe.

Yolande Jobin, who was placed fifth out of the 18
competitors and headed the list of all the Continental
skaters, is being trained by Jacques Gerschwiler, our
famous countryman, trainer of Cecilia Colledge and of
the present British champion, Jeanette Altwegg, who
was the winner of the Competition.

Our_Dbest wishes go to Yolande Jobin tfor her
forthcoming participation in the Swiss and Inter-
national Championships this winter.

OUR NEXT l,S_SUE.

Our next issue will be published on Friday, Decem:.
her 15th, 1950 (one issue only, owing to Xmas holi-
days).

We take the opportunity of thanking the following
subscribers for their kind and helpful donations over
and above their subseriptions: G. A. Schwarz, 1.
Jobin, Ls. Chapuis, F. G. Sommer, M. A. Roethlis-
berger, Dr. C. Devegney, G. Senn, O. Luterbacher, M.
Giacomo, W. Glur, R. J. Helfenstein, W. Walter, J.
Joerin, A. A. Bodenehr, F. Kibiger,” Ch. . Schu-
macher, A. Luminati, Willy Fischer, A. Muller, I
Beyli, F. Jmhoft, J. H. Buchi, P. Hatz, V. Umbricht,
Mrs. Koerber, H. Schenkel, W. Tschuy, A. von Dach,

«“ IN PERFECT SHAPE
ALL YOUR LIFE”

by ARTHUR ABPLANALP

*
The Book that delights and benefits everybody from the
point of view of general Health and Slimness of Figure
*

Obtainable from bookshops, or direct from:

“ Health For All ”* Publishing Co.,
17/18, Henrietta Street, London, W.C.2

PRICE 7/6

A WELCOME CHRISTMAS GIFT!

A Subscription to a Swiss Newspaper : -
NEUE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG —_ DIE WELTWOCHE
ANNABELLE (French & German Editions).. —  SIE & ER
SCHWEIZ. ILLUSTR. ZEITUNG — ILLUSTRE, etc.
NATIONAL-ZEITUNG BASLE — GAZETTE DE LAUSANNE
TRIBUNE DE GENEVE — ILLUSTRAZIONE TICINESE
BASLER NACHRICHTEN — BUND BERNE, etc.

Orders accepted in £ by : —
SWISS PUBLICITY OFFICE,

27, Fitzroy Square, London, W.I. EUS 6742,
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