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Hh44 THE

SWISS

OBSERVER June 30th, 1950.

PERSONAL.

We extend our deepest sympathy to Colonel and
Mrs, Anton Bon of ¢ Kdgmont,”” Holmbury St. Mary
(Surrey), on the passing away of Mr. Bon’s brother,
Colonel Hans Bon, which occurred at the Suvretta
House, St. Moritz, on the 16th of this month.

Lieutenant-Colonel R. L. Murray Lawes writes in
“The Times ”’ of June 23rd :—

The death of Hans Bon will have come as a shock
to his many friends throughout the world ; for though
he had been seriously ill (largely due to his service
with the International Red Cross in the Middle ISast
and Mediterranean), he was over here on a visit last
vear when he seemed to have recovered a great deal
of his former vitality. 1If Switzerland or any other
country can produce many such characters they can
indeed count themselves fortunate. Colonel Bon was
an extraordinary personality, bursting with vitality
and always anxious to put his unrivalled experience
at the service of others. A first-class horseman, a fine
shot with rifle, revolver, or 12-bore, no mean moun-
taineer, an excellent judge of skiing, skating, bobbing,
curling, and ice hockey, he was an able administrator
in the local affairs of St. Moritz, where he was several
times mayor.

Switzerland has always been renowned for her
hoteliers and among them the Bon family have for
generations held an unrivalled position and in this
family Hans reigned supreme as the genial host of
Suvretta House, St. Moritz, which was built by his
father and which is known to tourists throughout the
length and breadth of the Engadine as an example of
what a hotel should be.

On the outbreak of the last war Hans was pressed
(largely on financial grounds) to keep Suvretta open in
order to make money out of the rich German business
men and tourists who (after the fall of France) alone
had access to the Swiss resorts, but Hans (a born
soldier and very pro-Ally beneath his neutral heart!)
felt that even if owing to Swiss neutrality he could
not take an active part in the contest he could at least
place his unrivalled experience and knowledge of so
many countries and their inhabitants at the disposal of
the International Red Cross Organization in Cairo and
the Middle East and Mediterranean and for which he
laboured throughout the war, while his charming and
devoted wife watched over Suvretta House, closed for
the duration. Countless numbers of people of the most

diverse nationalities owe him a debt of gratitude for
the energy and initiative which he showed in tracing
hundreds of prisoners of war.

With Hans Bon nothing was too much trouble and
no one too insignificant or lowly to escape his courteous
attention, Those of us who were fortunate enough to
count themselves among his friends, and their number
is legion, will always remember him as a great Swiss,
a great international character in his own particular
sphere, and a great gentleman,

* * *

Our best wishes for a speedy recovery go out to Mr.
E. P. Dick, Conductor of the Swiss Male Choir, who
recently  underwent an  operation at the German
Hospital in London.

* ¥* *

On  Saturday, June 10th, the wedding of
Mademoiselle Denise Grau, daughter of M. and Mme.
K. A. Grau, of “ Rhonil,”” Priory Lane, Roehampton,
S.W.15, to Mr. Michael Deane, took place at Holy
Trinity, Brompton,

A reception was afterwards held at the Dorchester
Hotel, Park Lane, W.1,

We extend our best wishes to the newly marrvied
couple.

» * *

We deeply regret to announce the death of Miss
Henrvietta A. Finsler, sister of Mr. 7. G. TFinsler, of
461, Lordship Lane, E. Dulwich, S.18.22.  She had
been for two years at Davos where she passed away on
June 1st after a long illness.

* * *

We tender our deep sympathy to Mr. A. Renou,
of 3, Links Road, West Acton, London, N.3, his sou,
Jean Paul, having died in Lausanne, aged 24.

OUR NEXT ISSUE.

Our next issue will be published on Friday, July
14th, 1950. : ;

We take this opportunity of thanking the follow-
ing subscribers for their kind and helpful donations,
over and above their subscriptions: Ch. L. Chapuis,
L. P. Crosel, Mrs. A. C. Gidvani, R. Dupraz, Mrs.
A. M. Berry, Mrs. M. F. Nussle, R. Sahli, Louis Port-
man, Mlle. A. Gaudard, Dr. Ch. Hagenbach, H. Kirch-
hofer, A. F. Suter, . Hirt.

Telegrams and Cables: TRANCOSMOS LONDON.
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