Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1949)
Heft: 1118
Rubrik: News at random

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Founpbep By Paur

BOEHRINGER.

The Official Organ of the SW1ss Colony in Great Britain.

EDITED BY A. STAUFFER WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF MEMBERS OF THE SWISS COLONY IN GREAT BRITAIN.

lelephone: CLERKENWELL 2321/2.

Published Twice Monthly at 23,

LeoNarD StrREET, E.C.2. Telegrams: FrEPRINCO, [LONDON.

Vor. 32 No. 1118 FPRIDAY, AUGUST 12th, 1949. Price 6d.
PREPAID SUBSCRIPTION RATES. to 24,41 million francs. The increase is pr incipally due
(Fortnightly issue.) to the fact that Whitsun fell in June, whilst in 1948 it
UNITED KINGDOM 6 issues, post free . . . . . .. .. 3/6 fell in May. . e .
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(SHiss sitssemntiEhs nHay P A01 e Bossicheck Konts This year the 1st of August was celebrated through-
out Switzerland with more than the usual solemnhv
Federal-Councillor Nobs, President of the Swiss Con-
NEWS AT RANDOM l‘ndmjnt’}on spoke on ‘gho radio. The themg of all ’ghe
patriotic demonstrations was one of national unity
which bordered on a sacred union of all the political
forces of the country.
Counsellor  of  Legation, Mousieur As usual, bonfires were lit even.in the smallest
Federal Philippe Zutter, head of the Inter- villages, and the inhabitants listened standing and

national Organisation at the Federal
Political Department in Berne, has been nominated
Minister.

Minister Zutter, was born in La Chaux-du-Milieu
in 1904. He studied law at the Universities of Neu-
chatel and Vienna, and for some time practised as an
advocate.  He entered the Swiss Foreign Oftice in 1930 ;
three years later he was transferred to the Swiss Lega-
tion in Bucarest with the rank of Secretary of Legation.
On his pmmotion to Ist Secretary he was sent to the
Swiss Legation in Buenos-Aires, and whilst there, was
nominated Counsellor of Legation. In 1943, he occu-
pied the post of Chargé d’Affaires in Santiago de Chile.
Three years later (1946), he returned to the Foreign
Office in Berne, where in 1948 he was appointed head
of the International Organisation at the Federal
Political Department.

* * *®

Professor Chaim Weizmann, President of the State
of Israeli, has arrvived in Geneva by air. He was re-
ceived at the airport by M. André Dominicé, of the
Federal Political Department, and M. Albert Picot,
representing the Geneva Government.

The visit is a private one, Professor Weizmann is
consulting an eye specialist in Geneva.

¥* 3¢ *

Monsieur Arias Ferand, Chargé d’Affaires of the
Republic of Panama, has presented his credentials to
Monsieur M. Petitpierre, Swiss Foreign Minister.

* * ¥*

Monsieur Erasmus, Minister of Defence, of the
South African Union, and General Beyers, chief of the
General Staff, have arrived in Thun, where they have
visited various mi]itm'y institutions.

* *

The Swiss Federal Railways have carried during
the month of June altogether 17,91 million passengers
or 1,50 million more than in June 1948. The receipts
from passenger traffic increased by 2,10 million francs

bareheaded at the lecture of the Federal Pact of 1291.

Jean Haecky, for many years Manager
of the well-known Hotel ¢ Balances ”’
in Lucerne has celebrated his 70th
birthday anniversary. Haecky rendered great services
to the Swiss Hotel industry, he organised the Restau-
rant of the Swiss Pavilion at the world exhibition in
New York. [a.T.s.]

Cantonal

* * *

The ¢ Kunstpreis ’ of the town of Zurich, amount-
ing to 5,000.— frs. has been awarded to the sculptor
Herrmann Haller. [a.r.s.]

* * *

Emil Rieder, a former judge, and President of the
Socialist Press Union, has celebrated his 75th birthday
anniversary in Zurich. [a.T.s.]

#* * *

The oldest inhabitant of the town of Zurich, Jakob
Ott, a former cabinet maker, has celebrated his 95th
birthday anniversary. [aA.T.8.]

RHEUMATISM

yields to
ADRENOPAX

(A Vanishing Cream incorporating
Adrenalin Hydrochloride.)
Rub out Rheumatic pains within minutes, the relief from pain
is often quite dramatic.

From all chemists—Price 2 oz. jar 4/- 16 oz. jar 25/-

If you have difficulty in obtaining supplies write direct to the
manufacturers enclosing remittance and if possible with name
and address of your nearest chemist.

MULTIPAX CHEMICALS LTD. 32 Shaftesbury Ave. W.1
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Dr. W. Wartmann, for 40 years Director of the
¢ Zurcher Kunsthaus’ has retired from his post,
which he has held with much distinction., [a.1.8.]

* * *

M. de Lesseps, mayor of the town of New Orleans
3.AL), has arrived in Zurich, where a dinner was
held in his honour. M. de Lesseps is President of the
American Municipal Association. [a.7.s.]
* * *

A sports aeroplane piloted by Mr. Ernst Spahni,
from Zurich, on a flight from Zurich to Amsterdam,
crashed near St. Peter (Black Forest).

The five occupants, wife of the pilot, his two chil-
dren aged three and four and a married couple by the
name of Hayot were seriously injured and had to be
taken to hospital, where the three years old boy Hans
Spahni succumbed to his injuries. [a.r.8.]

* * *

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the
Swiss Watch Manufacturers Association, Whl(h took
place in Bienne on the 16th of last month, Federal-
Councillor Rubattel spoke on the importance of the
Watch Industry of Switzerland. [a.1.8.]

* * =

The ¢ Dornacher Schlachtfeier 7> commemorating
the 450th anniversary of the battle of Dornach, was
celebrated on the 23rd of last month at Dornach.

[a.T.s.]
* * *

The ‘¢ Schweizerische Bodensee-Zeitung »’ of Ro-
manshorn, known at one time as ‘“ Der Bote vom
Bodensee ’’, has celebrated its 100th anniversary.

[a.T.8.]
#* * »

The twenty-five million francs Loan at 3 per cent,
issued by the canton of Vaud, has been considerably
over subscribed. [A.1.8.]

* * *

Mlle. Gunther, a chemist of Yverdon, lost her life
when on a mountaineering expedition in the Val d’An-
iviers (Ct. Valais). [A.1.s.]

* * »*

A violent storm which broke out over the lake of
Neuchatel caused the death of two people. A. Burk-
halter (18) of Areuse was drowned when his boat was
overturned by a wave, and a young lady school teacher
from Neuchatel fell into the lake and was drowned.

INSURANCE SERVICE

The members of the SWISS COLONY in this country
can obtain free expert advice on any insurance
matters.

Please phone or write for particulars to :—

ANGLO-SWISS INSURANCE

AND REINSURANCE AGENCY LTD.,
29 & 30, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.I
Tel.: CHAncery 8554 (5 Lines)
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VINS DU VALAIS

L’Etoile du Valais (Fendant Petillant)
Clos de Montibeux (Fendant)
Johannisberg

Déle Clos de Ravaney
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Origineaux mis en bouteilles par S.A. Alphonse Orsat a Martigny

VINS VAUDOIS

Vinzel - Luins
Mont s/Rolle - Fechy
Aigle - Yvorne

Origineaux mis en bouteilles par §.A. Hammel a Rolle

Seuls agents pour La Grande Bretagne

MANETTA’S WINE COMPANY

LIMITED
12b, HALF MOON STREET, LONDON, W.I.
’Phone : GROSVENOR 2964.

Degustez ces Vins avec vos repas au

MANETTA’S RESTAURANT
CLARGES STREET, LONDON, W.I.
’Phone :

GROSVYENOR 2964.
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An agreement in principle has been
coneluded  between the Western
Juropean countries and Switzerland
regarding the covering of the deficits of their payments
balances by means of Swiss credits and Marshall aid,
that means no longer by gold. The agreement is based
on the Belgian example.

Credits will especially be granted to Britain, the
Netherlands and Sweden, an(l would be (()\e1u1 by
dollars for 50 per cent. A difficulty is that there is no
Hwiss-American bilateral pact regarding Marshall aid.

The Swiss export surplus to Western Europe is
estimated at 500m. Swiss francs for 1949-50.

The Swiss wholesale prices index in June declined
by 0.5 per cent. from the preceding month’s level — to
220.2 at the end of June from 221.3 at the end of May
in the series based on July 1914 equalling 100, and to
205.2 from 206.1 in that based on August 1939 equal-
ling 100.

Economics

* * *

The downward trend in U.K. exports to Switzer-
land is clearly reflected by official foreign trade figures
covering the first six months of this year.

British goods imported by Switzerland during that
period amounted to Frs.137.4m. ) against I'rs. 211 9m.
during the corresponding period in 1948. A slight re-
covery was recorded last month, when U.K. exports to
this country rose by Frs.1.7m over the previous month
to Frs.25.3m.  This is still low, however, in comparison
with the peak of Frs.38.5m. reached in May, 1948.

Swiss exports to Britain during the first half of
1949 increased from Frs.61.7Tm. to Frs.69.3m., against
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the corresponding period in 1948.
month was TFrs.16.5m.,
May.

The figure for last
compared with Frs.11.8m. in

* #* #*

An unusually high gold influx of Frs.47.4m. is
recorded by the latest return of the Swiss National
Bank for the week to July 23. This raises the bank’s
cold stocks to the total of I'rs.6,052m.

No official explanation is given for this rise, but it
may be ascribed to transfers l)v foreign (onhal banks
under payments agreements.

Foreign exchange holdings rose by Frs.12.7m. to
I'rs.459m.  Notes in circulation advanced by FFrs.35m.
to Frs.4,240m.

L #* *

The Belgian Government is reliably stated to have
given three months’ notice to terminate her payments
agreement with Switzerland. The pact will end on
October 12. '

This does not affect the trade agreement but relates
simply to the separate pact prov 1dlnn for maintenance
of the official rate of exchange and f01 gold settlements
between the central banks if 01‘(]191 holds more than the
stated balance in the other’s currency.

[t is understood that the official exchange rate will
1o longer be quoted. A similar abolition of the Belgian
quotation of the official Belgo-French rate was effected
some weeks ago.

After the end of the payments agreement the effec-
tive Belgo-Swiss exchange rate will be settled wholly
by sum)l_, and demand. It is understood that the
Belgian exchange control will not issue Swiss francs

for tourists, who will finance their travels with Belgian
bank-notes sold in the free markets.

It is thought that termination of the agreement is
intended chiefly to enable Belgium to earn more Swiss
francs from her exports. It represents acceptance of
a devaluation of the Belgian franc vis-a-yis the Swiss,
but the substantial gold and dollar reserves of the
Jelgian National Bank provide ample resources for
open market operation. This, it is presumed, will be
undertaken only to eliminate short-term fluctuations
and to mitigate the effects of speculation rather than to
interfere with the basic supply and demand relation-
ship.

000

The following deaths are reported from Switzer-
land :

Pastor Ernst Lendorff, for many years pastor at
Lausen, at the age of 84.

Elie Gagnebin, Professor of Geology at the Uni-
versity of Lausanne, aged 59. The deceased enjoyed
a great reputation and is the author of a number of
books on the history of Geology

Max Gay, editor of the ‘¢ Nouvelliste Valaisan ”’,
in St. Maurice, at the age of 46.

Dr. Paul Mutzner, from 1918-1939 Professor of law
at the University of Zurich, aged 68.

Dr. Charles Valencien, ‘¢ Kantonschemiker’ in
Geneva, at the age of 72. The deceased played a lead-
ing role in the community of Carouge.

David Mader, industrialist in Neuchéatel, aged 49.
Mader was well-known in Sports circles and presided
for many years over the cantonal Sports-Club.

For a

Comfortable

Trip —

Consult

ALL TRAVEL
SERVICES

IIIIIII

(PROPS. ALLTRANSPORT & STORAGE LTD.)

ALLTRANSPORT BUILDING,

LITTLE TRINITY LANE,
LONDON, E.C.4.

Telephone :  CENtral §200 (15 Lines).

OFFICIAL PASSENGER AGENTS FOR ALL AIR LINES, BRITISH RAILWAYS, ETC.

R
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Franz, Xaver Andres, from 1874-1923 in the ser-
vice of the cantonal “ Bau »’ Department (Lucerne), in
Lucerne, at the age of 95.

Hermann Wegelin-Hauser, senior-partner of the
Banking firm Wegelin &Cie of St. Gall, in St. Gall, at
the age of 83.

Ferdinand-Louis Ritter, painter, former Professor
at the College Saint-Michel, Fribourg, at the age of 80.

Heinrich Rickenbach-Boss, a member of the ¢ Kan-
tonsrat >’ of Schwyz, in Zurich, aged 53.

Counsellor of Legation, Francois de Diesbach, chief
of the Swiss “ Heimschaffungsmission ” in Germany,
due to an accident in Berlin. [a.1.s.]

* * *

The following couple has celebrated their diamond
wedding anniversary in Switzerland : Mr. & Mrs. H.

Diinki-Schneider of Rorbas (Ct. Zurich). [a.T.s.]
* * *

Mounted on a jeep, Locarno’s Madonna del Sasso
statue has completed a four-month tour of every parish
in the canton of Tessin.

TFifteen thousand people attended a Marian con-
gress in Locarno when the tour ended. Bishop Jelmini,
Apostolic Administrator of Lugano, was there.

A Capuchin friar accompanied the statue which
reached each parish in time for midnight Mass and all-
night prayer.

* * *

Winter sports air excursions at reduced fares are
to be introduced from September 10 to March 31 follow-
ing an agreement negotiated by the International Air
Transport Association and signed by British European
Airways, Air France, and Swiss Air. The new fares
save between £4 and £5 a ticket for a 23-day excursion
from London, Belfast, Birmingham, Glasgow, or Man-
chester to the three main centres of Basle, Geneva, and
Zirich. The usual reduction for children will apply.
The return fare from London to Geneva and Basle will
be £23 instead of £27, and £24 instead of £28 16s. to
Zirich.

* * * N

A secret ballot at the diplomatic conference which
is engaged on the revision of the Geneva conventions,
resulted in 22 votes in favour of retaining the Red Cross
emblem and the existing variations. Twenty-one voted
against and there were seven abstentions. Earlier a
proposal for the adoption of a geometrical sign to rve-
place the Red Cross was defeated by an overwhelming
majority.

Dr. Paul Ruegger, president of the International
Red Cross, had warned the conference of the risks that

would follow a multiplication of the protective signs
and the inevitable reduction of their protective value in
time of war.

* * *

Switzerland has extensive vineyards; and the aver-
age annual consumption of aleoholic drinks amounts to
about 8 litres (compared with 44-5 litres in Great
Britain), consumed mostly as wine. This was explain-
ed to the Society for the Study of Addiction on July 12
by Dr. Henri Revilliod, who estimated that the average
Inglishman drinks 4 times more beer but 100 times less
wine than the Swiss. In Switzerland spirit-drinking,
which had disastrous effects in the German-Swiss can-
tons during the 19th century, has been greatly reduced
through the federal alcohol monopoly. The chief cause
of alcoholism in French Switzerland is wine in the
countryside and aperitifs in the towns, whereas in the
German-Swiss cantons cider and spirits are more popu-
lar. In Switzerland cirrhosis of the liver is apparently
more common than in any other country and is thought
to arise chiefly from protracted mild alcoholism. Cirr-
hosis has been found at 119, of necropsies (149, of
males, 7.59, of females); in 919, of the cases the con-
dition was attributed to alcolholism, and very often the
liver disorder had not been diagnosed during life.

Inebriates are treated at 75 centres — the ‘¢ anti-
alcoholic dispensaries 7 — and where necessary in
homes for the rehabilitation of addicts (six for men,
three for women). Since 1946 patients have been ad-
mitted to hospital in Geneva for treatment with apo-
morphine. Of 73 addicts psychologically normal or
with some disorder due to alcoholism, 729, abstained
from alcohol for three months, and 469, for more than
two years after treatment.

» * *

The Swiss Hoteliers” Federation has appealed to
Swiss not to go abroad, but to stay at their own hotels,
which are now approaching the climax of the holiday
season, but which are still half empty despite reduced
prices.

HIGH CLASS ACCOMMODATION
Twenty minutes from Piccadilly. Comfortable
double & single rooms. H. & C. Partial Board.
17, Freeland Road, W.5. Tel. ACOrn 0209.

GLENDOWER HOTEL

GLENDOWER PLACE, S. KENSINGTON, LONDON, S.W.7

Small Private Dinners,

Christening Parties and

Terms : from 21/- per day
from 51 guineas per week

Telephone : KENsington 4463/3/4-

L

100 Rooms with running water and telephone.
} inclusive.
Room and breakfast from 15/6.

Telegrams: “ Glendotel Southkens” London.

Wedding Receptions
Catered for
Fully Licensed.

*

A. SCHMID & FAMILY.
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