Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1949)
Heft: 1115
Artikel: 74th féte suisse
Autor: [s.n.]
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-692409

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 22.11.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-692409
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

5120

THE SWISS

OBSERVER June 24th, 1949.

74th FETE SUISSE

[t is common knowledge that some wines improve
with age, getting more mellow and richer in flavour.
The same might be said of the * I7éte Suisse *’ per-
formances, the T4th of which was celebrated at Central
ITall, Westminster, on Thursday, 9th of June, 1949.
Those amongst the older generation of the Colony, in
looking back to this function some ten or twenty years
ago, will undoubtedly agree with me, that this annual
celebration has tremendously improved, and has become
an event of great significance which few would like
to miss.

Last year’s figures of attendance were not reached,
when 3,000 of our compatriots filled the Hall to its
fullest capacity. This might be explained by the fact,
that the previous year, a somewhat more ambiguous
programme was presented, and also by the presence of
our popular Commander-in-Chief of the Swiss army
during the last war, General Henry Guisan. Never-
the-less this year's attendance compares well with
former occasions, well over 2,000 tickets having been
sold.

[ have written so many accounts of this annual
gathering in the past, that I feel, T must shorten this
vear's report somehow. I am not doing this for any
other reason, because I enjoyed this festival from
beginning to end, and whilst in the past I sometimes
voiced some criticism, this year I have only one small
complaint to make, namely that T considered the pro-
gramme somewhat too long, especially the first part
could have been shortened without losing any of its
attraction. In these days of austerity, almost four
hours of entertainment is too much of a good thing,
and must have been an ordeal for some of the very
young people who were present. Two cuts were made
to keep within time, both to be regretted, firstly the
interval was reduced to half an hour instead of three
quarters of an hour, thus depriving many of an oppor-
tunity to meet old friends and acquaintances; secondly
the performance of the very excellent ¢ La Chanson
de Lausanne ”* had to be shortened, which was a great
pity; we might never again have the opportunity to
hear this famous choir, whilst, after all, we can and
will hear our ¢ local talent > on many more occasions.

* * *

Long before the programme was timed to begin
the Foyer and the Hall was thronged with people.
Attractive Ladies, mostly dressed in picturesque
national costumes sold small Swiss and cantonal flags,
programmes and pictures, and as all the receipts were
carmarked for the Dbenefit of the Swiss Benevolent
Society, which is doing such fine work for our less
fortunate members of the Colony, many an extra shil-
ling was ‘¢ put in the bag.”

The large Concert Hall was richly decorated with
flowers, a huge Swiss flag, the Union Jack and the
cantonal escutcheons. (Whilst last year I mentioned
that some of the escutcheons were put the wrong way
round, this year everything was in perfect order.)

The programme started punctually at 6.15 p.m.
with a March ¢ Under the Banner of Victory >’ by F.
Blon, played very well by the Swiss Orchestral Society,
under the conductorship of Mr. E. P. Dick. Then with
patriotic fervour the entire company rose to their feet

fo sing our National Anthem, followed by a short
prayer by the Rev. A. Lanfranchi.

The official opening address was given by our
Minister, Monsieur Henry de Torrenté, who on ascend-
ing the platform received a hearty ovation. In an
excellent oration, he referved to the significance of the
celebration. He referred in grave words to the fact,
that most Swiss Colonies are threatened with a process
of extinction owing to the restrictions of immigration
put into force by almost all countries including Swit-
zerland. The Minister stated, that since 1938 the Swiss
Colony had diminished by about 500 members. This
disquieting fact was somewhat lessened, he said, by a
small increase in the arrival of temporary immigrants
which he termed as ** population flottante.”” Ie con-
tinued by saying * Ni tous ceux qui sont convaincu
le 'importance essentielle de nos colonies pour la
mere-patrie — 365,000 Suisses vivent actuellement hors
de mnos frontiéres — unissent et coordonnent leurs
efforts nous enrayerions utilement le fléchissement de
la Colonie Suisse en Grand Bretagne, quatriéme en
importance des colonies suisse & I'éfranger.”

The Minister concluded his address by thanking
the organisers of the ** [Péte Suisse *” Tor their efforts
in arranging this enjoyable entertainment, Loud
applause greeted our popular Minister and at this
stage, Madame de Torrenté, who accompanied the
Minister, was presented wih a beautiful bhouqu«t of
flowers by a little girl in national costume.

The Swiss orchestra again appearved on the stage
to play the Overture from the Operetta  The Gipsy
3aron ’’ by Joh. Strauss.

And now came the turn of the youngest ones of the
Colony, ** Our children,” who sang and danced very
prettily under the direction of Mrs. Blum. To many
of these little ones it must have been a bewildering
experience to perform before such a large audience, hut
they came through the ordeal with flying colours,
glthough one of the little performers danced ¢ With
tears in his eyes.”

The sincere applause which was accorded to them
had hardly died down, when Mme. Sophie Wyss, our
famous ‘¢ Lieder Singer '’ appeared to render a group
of six songs, in French and Ttalian. Her fine soprano
voice sounded as fresh as ever, and the enthusiastic
applause which her fine performance evoked was well
deserved.

Then followed the Swiss Accordion Group, who
dressed in National costume, and headed by their con-
ductor, Mr. A. Gandon, played with great vivacity a
selection of Swiss mountain music, which was greatly
enjoyed by everyone, save for the little son of the con-
ductor, who stood in front of the band, ringing his
miniature cow bells giving at the same time a fine
performance of yawning, perhaps not quite a compli-
ment to his fathers efforts, but T hope my remarks will
not get him into trouble.

The first half of the programme came to an end
with the appearance of the Swiss Male Choir who sang
very efficiently two songs ¢ Zieh’ mit mir in den Lenz
hinein ”* by G. Angerer, and * Emmental, griiss Gott,”
under the conductorship of Mr. K. P. Dick,
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During the interval, lasting half an hour, refresh-
ments were served in the two Foyers, and T am glad
to say that the congestion experienced in former years
was lessened, thanks to the efficient arrangements made
by the family A. Schmid of the Glendower Hotel, who
was in charge of the catering arrangements. ‘

The second part of the programme opened with a
Nwiss Potpourri by the Orehestra, and young and old
lustily joined in singing some of our popular folk
SONES.

And now came the great event to which everybody
was looking forward ; our visitors from the lovely can-
ton of Vaud appeared, dressed in their becoming
vaudois costumes.  The lights were lowered and amidst
tremendous cheers from the entive audience, they filed
in from both ends of the stage, followed by two mem-
bers of the choir carrying their traditional ¢ brentes
which unfortunately on this occasion, were not filled
with the golden grapes of their sun-kissed vineyards.
A second, no less hearty applause was accorded to the
conductor, Monsieur I'. Guibat, when he appeared on
the platform.

A great hush fell over the audience when they
began to sing, and how beautifully they sang, with
smiles on their faces during gay songs, with sadness
during sorrowful ones.  All songs were sung without
text books and from memory, they responded with
remarkable alertness to the slightest move of their con-
ductor.

Who will ever forget the beautiful rendering, with
tenor solo, by M. Guibat, of ** La Jardiniere du Roy
by Haug. It proved that M. Guibat is not only an
excellent conductor but also a fine ginger. It is diffi-

cult to pick out any items of their large repertoire for
special praise, all were sung with remarkable precision
and perfect harmony. Much enjoyed also was the
roguish song ¢ Le vigneron ”” by (. Boller.

Not only can they sing well, but they are also fine
dancers, which they proved in ‘¢ Les filles de Lau-
sanne,” which was an exquisite performance, and which
““brought the house down.”” The first group of songs
entitled ¢ Chansons Romandes ' concluded amidst an
almost riotuous applause.

The next performer on the programme was no less
than our famous compatriot, Albert Ferber, who needs
but little introduction, he has, by his fine playing made
a name for himself in the musical world of this country.
He played with much skill and technical superiority
Navarra by Abeniz, and Chopin’s Scherzo IT1, ('. sharp
minor, with great feeling.  Time after time he was
called back on the platform to receive the acknow-
ledgment of the audience for his fine performance, and
was thus induced to give an encore which was accorded
the same enthusiastic acknowledgement.

Again “* La Chanson de Lausanne appeared,
again the lights were lowered and again our enthu-
siasm was kindled. In the second group of songs
“ Chansons d’ici et d’ailleurs ™ one might mention the
fine rendering of the Scottish song ** Le Lac Lomond ™
and ¢ Magali  (Provence) with tenor solo by M.
Guibat.

[t was to be regretted that time did not allow, that
all songs billed on the programme could be given, the
awdience thus was deprived of much enjoyvment. [t
was altogether a remarkable performance and ¢ La
Chanson de Lausanne ”” and their conductor, M.
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Guibat, is heartily to be congratulated on a really fine
and enjoyable programme.

As a grand Finale of this year's T4th ¢ IFéte
Suisse 7 othe Cantique Suisse was sung by the entire
audience.

In concluding this report, sincere thanks should
be extended to the members of the Organising Com-
mittee, they have tackled a difficult job with great
efficiency, and I wish specially to mention the names of
Mr. Ch. Chapuis, President of the ** Iféte Suisse " (fom-
mittee, Mr. A. Renou, Mr. . P. Dick and Mr. .J.
Zimmermann, who have borne the chief burden of the
work and, of course, to ** La Chanson de Lausanne
who have endeared themselves to us by their fine per-
formance; and many thanks too to all the charming
programme and flag sellers. ST,

1st OF AUGUST CELEBRATION.

Our readers will be interested to hear, that this
vear's National Day will be celebrated at the Sports
Ground at Herne Hill, in connection with the ¢ Swiss
Sports 7 which used to be such a popular event in pre-
war days.  We invite all Swiss to reserve Monday, 1st
of August (bank-holiday) to celebrate our National
Day together at Herne Hill.

OUR NEXT ISSUE,

Our next issue will be published on Friday, July
15th, 1949.

We take the opportunity of thanking the following
subscribers  for  their kind and helpful donations
over and above their subscription: A. Lenheer, .J.
IYischer, Mrs. R. Homberger, G. A. Ochs, H. Ott.

PERSONAL.

We extend heartiest congratulations to Mr. & Mrs.
Gr. Bartholdi on the arrival of a little daughter, and
to Mr. O. Bartholdi for having become a grandfather.

Have your WATCH repaired by

CHAS. IMHOF
37, DULWICH ROAD, S.E.24.

SKILLED
T WORK:

INSURANCE SERVICE

The members of the SWISS COLONY in this country

can obtain free expert advice on any insurance
matters.

Please phone or write for particulars to :—

ANGLO-SWISS INSURANCE
AND REINSURANCE AGENCY LTD.,

29 & 30, HIGH HCLBORN, LONDON, W.C.I
Tel.: CHAncery 8554 (5 Lines)

RUTH HUGGENBERG (SWISS)

‘Piano ‘Recital

WIGMORE HALL,

WIGMORE STREET, W.I
on

JUNE 27th, at 7 p.m.

MONDAY,

Works by BACH, BEETHOVEN, BRAHMS, FRANCK, SCHUBERT

TICKETS : — Reserved (inc. tax) 9[-, 6/-; Unreserved 3/6,
may be obtained from Box Office, Wigmore Hall, W.I
(WELbeck 2141) and usual Agents.

l MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS H

WE HAVE a large number of vacancies on our books
for domestics in private families. Permits arranged
for Swiss girls from abroad. No charge to domestics.
Please apply : Miss L. Keller, Finger's Employment
Bureau, 62, ['rith Street, London, W.1. Tel : GERard
5515 and H5516.  (Nearvest Tube Station: Tottenham
Court Road.)

SHORTHAND TYPIST, for Kensington Offices.
[nteresting work, pleasant conditions.  Good salary
and opportunity to really conscientious, punctual and
reliable worker of good education, sound Dbusiness
experience and pleasant personality. Write fullest
details, including age, to *“ B.I3.X., ¢/o Dixons, 43,
Great Marlborough Street, London, W.1.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

July, 1949 — Swiss Mercantile Society — No Meeting.
Tuesday, July 5th, 1949, at 6.30 (Dinner 7 o’clock) —
City Swiss Club — Monthly Meeting — followed

by an address by the Rt. Hon. Lord Woolton, P.C.,
(LH., at the Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, W.I1.
(See Advertisement.)

Tuesday, July 19th, 1949, at 7 p.m. — Nouvelle Société
Helvétique — Open Meeting — An address will be
given by Mr. Th. Haller, London Representative
of the Swiss National Broadcasting Service, on
“ Die Rolle der Geographie beim territorialen
politischen Aufbau der Schweiz  at the Vienna
Café, Berkeley Arcade, opposite Baker Tube sta-
tion. (See Advertisement.)

Saturday, July 30th, 1949, from 7 to 11.30 p.m. —
The Rutli Club — Dance at Victoria IHall,
Bloomsbury Square, W.C.

Monday (Bank-Holiday), August 1st, 1949, Ist of
August Celebration and Swiss Sports Meeting —
at Herne Hill. (Particulars to follow.)

Sunday, October 9th, 1949. — Unione Ticinese — 75th
Anniversary Celebration at Dorchester Hotel,
Park Lane, W.1. (Particulars to follow.)
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