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May 13th, 1949.

SWISS PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION.

A Swiss Parliamentary Delegation had arrived in
London, on Wednesday, May 4th, at the invitation of
the British Parliament.

They were received the same afternoon at the House
of Commons, by Major James Milner, Chairman of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union, and a speech of welcome
was made by Mr. Philip Noel Baker, Secretary of
State for Commonwealth relations.  Speeches were
made in reply by M. Joseph Ischer, President of the
National Council, who was the leader of the delega-
tion, and by the Swiss Minister, Monsieur IHenry de
Torrenté.

Before the reception M. Speiser, and M. Wahlen,
States Councillors, addressed members of both Houses
in a Committee room. In the evening they attended a
dinner, given by H. M. Government, at the House of
Commons, Mr. I2. Bevin, Secretary of State for IMoreign
Affairs, being in the Chair.

On Friday, May 6th, the Delegation visited the de
Havilland’s Aircraft ¢ mnp.m_\ at Hatfield seeing a fly-
ing display.

In the evening they were the guests at a Dinner of
the City Swiss Club, at the Dorchester Hotel.

The following Monday (May 9th) they paid a visit
to Cambridge University, where the Vice-Chancellor
entertained them to Luncheon at Christs College. In
the evening they were the guests of the Swiss Minister
at a dinner at the Dor chester Hotel.

On Tuesday, May 10th, the Delegation departed
for Portsmouth on a visit to H.M. Ships, where they
were the guests at a Luncheon offered by the Com-
mander-in-Chief, the I.M.S. ‘“ Victory.”” The same
evening the Speaker of the House of Commons offered
a dinner at the Speaker’s House.

The following day (May 11th) some members of the
Delegation attended a Press Conference at the Swiss
Legation, followed by a Luncheon given by the Anglo-
Swiss Society at the Dorchester Hotel. In the evening
the Delegation went to see the Ballet ‘¢ Coppelia ’ at
the Royal Opera House, followed by a supper at the
Hungarian Restaurant.

The Swiss Parliamentary Delegation left London
by air for Switzerland on Thursday, May 12th.

We give below a few biographical particulars about
the members of the Delegation :

M. Joseph ESCHER, cons. (Canton Valais), President
of the National Council.

Né lu 17 septembre 1885, & Simplon-Village. Etudie
le droit aux Universités de Berne et Berlin. Brevet
d’advocat en 1913. Membre du Conseil général de

Delicious

Ovaltine
isthe Worlds Dest
Nightcap

Brigue de 1912 & 1920. Président du Conseil com-
munal de Glis-Bri igue de 1920 & 1928. Député au Grand
Conseil valaisan de 1915 a 1932 (président du Conseil
d’Etat (Chef du Départment de ’instruction publique,
des finances et des affaives militaires). Président du
Conseil d'Etat en 1934. Président de la société co-
opérative agricole du Haut-Valais. Député au Conseil
national de 1925 & 1932 et des 1936. Président du
Conseil national pour 1948/1949.

M. ‘Aleardo PINI, rad. (Tessin), National Councillor.

Né le 22 novembre 1907, & Biasca. IStudia le droit
aux Universités de Berne et Lausanne. Obtint son
doctorat & I'Université de Lausanne en 1932 et pratiqua
comme avocat et notaire des 1933, Itut ¢lu député aun
Grand Conseil en 1931, il est membre de cette Chambre
depuis 1934 sans interruption, et il la présida en 1941,
[l est Président du parti radical démocratique suisse
depuis avril 1948 et Vice-Président du groupe radical
des Chambres fédérales.  Conseiller National depuis
1942.

M. Fritz GRUETTER, soc.
cillor.

N¢ le 2 septembre 1901, & Roggwil (Berne) d’ou il
est originaire. Suit le séminaire cantonal de Iofwil
(Berne) Instituteur a la campagne et, deés 1930. dans
la ville de Berne. Membre du Grand Conseil bernois
dés 1934, De 1940 & 1947 membre du Conseil communal
de Berne. Président du Parti socialiste du canton de
Berne deés 1947,  Eln député au Conseil national en
1947.

M. Aymon de SENARCLIENRS, lib. (Genéve), National
Councillor.
Né le 5 mai 1905, & Versoix (Genéve), ingénieur-

(Berne), National (‘oun
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agroname diplomé de 'E.P.I%. de Zurich, Dr. phil. de
I’Université de Breslau; activité prolongée dans les
sieges sociaux de compagnies d’assurances baloises,
vaudoises et genevoises ; expert de I’Office de guerre a
partir du printemps 1942 ; député au Grand Conseil de
Genéve dés novembre 1942, Conseiller d’Etat des 1945.
Membre du Conseil national des "automne 1943.

M. Gustave WENK, soc. (Bale), President of the States
Council, (Conseil des Etats).

Né le 31 mars 1884. Conseiller d’Etat, chef du
Département de intérieur et de la direction de la navi-
eation rhénane, Président de la IFoire suisse d’échantil-
lons, Député au Conseil des Etats des 1935,  (Prési-
dent pour 1948/49).

M. Alphonse ITEN, cons. (Zoug), States Councillor.

Né le 17 février 1898, & Zoug. Originaire d’Unter-
iigeri (Zoug). Etudie le droit et 1’économie politique
aux universités de Zurich et Fribourg. Licencié en
droit en 1919, Dr. en droit de 'université de Fribourg
en 1920. Pratique le barreau & Zoug dés 1920. Membre
du Grand Conseil dés 1923, Juge d’instruction de 1922
A 1930. Procureur général dés 1930. Membre du Conseil
des Etats dés 1935. Président du Conseil des Htats
en 1947/48.

M. Ernest SPEISER, rad. (Argovie), States Councillor.

Né le 6 juin 1889, & Bile.  Bourgeois de Bile.
Gymnase littéraire.  Apprentissage dans une maison
d’expédition.  De 1909 a 1931 travaille dans cette
branche et dans le commerce des produits au Havre,
a Londres, Singapore, New-York et Paris. Directeur
commercial de la S.A. Brown, Boverie & Cie, & Baden,
deés 1931. De 1941 4 1946 chef de I’Office de guerre pour
I'industrie et le travail. Membre du Conseil national
dés 1943, Député au Conseil des Etats dés 1948.

M. Frédéric WAHLEN, peasant party (Zurich), States
Councillor.

Né le 10 avril 1899, a Mirchel (Berne). Originaire
de Trimstein-Rubigen. De 1917 a 1920, études agro-
nom. & U'E.P.I'. & Zurich. De 1920 a 1922, assistant
A VE.P.F. pour la production des plantes. De 1923 a
1924, chef de la station de contrdle des semences de
IEtat & Québec (Canada). De 1924 & 1929, direction
générale de toutes les stations canadiennes de controle
agricole. De 1929 & 1943 directeur de I’Etablissement
fédéral d’essais agricoles & Zurich-Oerlikon. Deés 1943
professeur & 'E.P.I. Chef de la production agricole
durant la seconde guerre mondiale. Député an Conseil
des Etats dés 1942.

SWISS PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION
AS GUESTS OF THE
CITY SWISS CLUB.

The Dinner Party of the City Swiss Club, on
["'riday, May 6th, at the Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane,
W.1, was a memorable one in more than one way.

Firstly, it was the début of the new President,
Mr. P. A. Moehr, in the rdle as Chairman, and his
“performance,” devoid of any stage fright, met with
the full approval of the audience.

Secondly, almost a glut of our Swiss legislators,
eight in all, adorned the top table. (As the names of
the delegation are given in another part of the paper,
[ need not mention them here.)

In the past the Club has had, on various occasions,
either a National Councillor or States Councillor ¢ on
show,” but never a team of eight .

The Swiss Minister, who is Honorary President,
of the City Swiss Club, was present too. Amongst the
participants — well over a hundred — were many
prominent personalities, and the gathering reminded
me, of some of the pre-war functions, when a galaxy
of celebrated people gave themselves rendez-vous at the
various functions of the Club.

Previous to the dinner, cocktails were served, and
an opportunity offered to make the acquaintance of
the Parliamentarians.

An excellent dinner was provided for by the
Management of the Dorchester Hotel, in fact it was so
good, that our Swiss guests will return to our country
with doubts in their minds as .to the tales of food
shortage in this country; they do not know what our
weekly joints look like in our homes, and how we have
to chew mutton, mutton, and again mutton week
after week, and month after month.

To remind the company of our homeland, vintages
such as Neuchétel, Dole de Sion, Fendants, etc., were
available, and this, no doubt, helped to create the
atmosphere of bonhommie which prevailed.

After the loyal toasts to H.M. the King and ¢ La
Suisse ** were proposed by the President and honoured
by the company, Mr. Moehr, both in English and
** Schwyzerdiitsch 7 extended a hearty welcome to the
official guests of the evening.

He related, that the Swiss in Great Britain, most
of whom have spent the greater part of their lives away
from their native land, have mnevertheless remained
deeply attached to their country, at the same time also
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