
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1949)

Heft: 1122

Artikel: Church Bazaar

Autor: [s.n]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-693870

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-693870
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


October 14tli, 1040. THE SWISS OBSERVER 5225

temples on the grand scale — all built between 1(1(50

and 17(10, in SWzlaeiiscr Baroc7c7cz'rc7z.en, in which the
magnificent photography of Hans Seeger illustrates
the theses of Herr Landolt, This work cannot be

properly understood without a companion of the same
scale and format: Has C7z.oz'z;esfz7,7zZ m der &c7nccâs,
where the same photographer provides the pictures for
Herr Paul Leonhard Ganz. This book is an epitome
of Swiss ecclesiastical art from the early Middle Ages
to the close of the eighteenth century, and it shows the
Swiss in a domain where their genius extends beyond
its rivals — that of woodwork and wood-carving. No
country in the world — not even Germany — can show
a finer collection of carved choirs in abbey churches
and cathedrals. Wood, as Raskin points out, in 77)c
BiTue o/ Amfews, can fold like silk, shine like metal,
and recapture the subtle movements of flame itself.
These two books, not only in their unrivalled collection
of expert illustrations, but in the masterly essays with
which Herr Landolt in the one case and Herr Ganz in
the other have accompanied them, provide essential
documents in the evolution of European art. Hie
/Ûro7z7ie7to Batt7wn«f f« der ScÄteciz covers the same
ground in another attractive volume, while Ha £cw?p-
titre Sit-tsse, with especial attention to Fribourg and
Neuchâtel, shows the Swiss at work not on wood, but
stone.

While Herr Landolt takes ten great churches to
illustrate the spirit of baroque art, Professor Gantner
in his authoritative volumes traces the detail of ecclesi-
astical art from the earliest periods to the Gothic
culmination as it meets the Renaissance. He does not
present the same array of imposing photographs, but
provides rather the first thorough and scientific account
of Swiss sculpture, frescoes, stained glass, and
tapestries in their relation to the Catholic tradition
from its origin to the Reformation. His first volume
extends from Roman-Helvetic origins to the end of the
Romanesque period : the second concentrates on
Gothic. This field has not been fully explored
hitherto, although Herr Peter Meyer has recently pub-
lished two excellent sketches of the subject for the
general reader. The single historian of the subject
was Rudolf Ralin, whose Gesc7wc7Be der BtZde-wde»
/('««,s7 wz, fZor BcTtinc/s is over seventy years old. Well

written and wide ranging as it was, this work can be
compared neither in detail nor in presentation to that
of Professor Gantner.

The nearest approach to a specialized study of the
castles of Switzerland was made long since in the col-
lection of Hie Bwpew ztwcZ $c7z7o'sser of the various
cantons which was begun nearly twenty years ago and
which is now reaching its end with a fourth volume
treating of the Grisons ; this collection is decorative,
however, not scientific. Its counterpart is the attrac-
tive volume by Herr Peter Meyer, Has ScAtoe-femscÄc
B/in/crTz-aMS zz/ziz7 BaMcrnHaw«. One of the traditional
charms of the country is its domestic architecture ; it
dignifies Schaffhausen and Stein am Rhein and lends
constant charm to the homely finish of the châlet.
Fresco, woodwork, gables, mottoes, windows, and above
al I proportion combine to satisfy ; at the least, they
fit. admirably into mountain scenery.

In the two monographs mentioned, Herr Meyer
takes us over the whole field of Swiss art. Art in
BzctteeBa/irZ is not meant to be more than a sketch ; but
Sc7Mzjei«eri.S'C7z,e BtfZ/cz/nde is a subtle and penetrating
essay ; it anticipates not a few of the conclusions of
Herr Landolt and of Professor Gantner. The combina-
tion of the arts can be admired in the manifold photo-
graphs of BttnZzerZand : 77re TVaneZt'er's /ZZwsZrated
trfzvie, which should open the eye of the most unso-
phisticated tourist to the taste and achievements of
the Swiss.

CHURCH BAZAAR.

In order to help maintain our Church and continue
with the work which is so vitally necessary, especially
these days, a bazaar will be held, on Saturday, October
15th, 1949, at the Lecture Hall, Kingsway Hall,
Kingsway, W.C.2.

Refreshments will be served during the afternoon
and evening and any gifts to tea, sugar, cakes and
other eatables will be greatly appreciated.

We thank you very much for all you are doing for
our Church and we hope that you will support our
Bazaar both by sending your gifts and by your
attendance on October 15th.
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