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tion the bâton was taken up by " Socio Benemerito "
Peter I)e Maria, who incidentally now fills the office
of Vice-President upon relinquishing the secretaryship
after 18 unbroken years.

So much for personal contributions (we would
have liked to have made the list longer but tyranny
of space has prevented us from doing justice to legion
of other members past and present), now let us quote
a few figures to illustrate the financial achievements
of the " Unione Ticinese " :

Ordinary sickness benefits paid out £1,312
Burial expenses and funeral benefits 66-1

Members buried in Society's own graves 66.
Profits of concerts organized in favour of

Swiss Benevolent Society 882
Extraordinary outlays, subscriptions, dona-

tions to hospitals, charities, etc. 706

These figures eloquent in themselves do not take into
account special collections held at one time or other
in favour of victims of disasters in the Canton Ticino,
Switzerland, or the £1,000 given to the Gr. Dimier Fund
already mentioned.

This being a record in which the " Unione
Ticinese " can take pride, the Society is preparing to
celebrate its 75th Anniversary by a Gala Banquet and
Ball at the Dorchester, on Sunday evening, 23rd
October next, the Swiss Minister, Monsieur Henry de
Torrenté, honorary President, in the Chair.

The celebration is being held under the auspices of
a Committee of Patrons, specially formed for this
occasion, consisting of the following gentlemen :

The Rt. Hon Philip Noel-Baker, P.C., M.P.,
Minister for Commonwealth Relations — President
Anglo-Swiss Society Chairman. On. Aw.
Dott. Enrico Celio, Consigliere Federate, Capo del
Dipartimento delle Poste e Ferrovie .President.
On. Aw. Antonio Antognini, Consigliere degli
Statt, Bellinzona. On. Aw. Aleardo Pini,
Consigliere Nazionale, Biasca. An. Agostino
Bernasconi, Présidente Consiglio di Stato, Bellin-
zona. On. Aw. Plinio Verda, Présidente Gran
Consiglio, Bellinzona. Dott. Felice Gianini, Presi-
dente Onorario Pro Ticino, Locarno. Sig. Franco
Fumagalli, Présidente Centrale Pro Ticino,
Luzern, A. F. Suter, Esq., Commission des Suisses
à l'Etranger, Reigate, Surrey. Rocco Gatti, Esq.,
London, W.l. Emilio Monico, Esq., London,
N.W.I.
It is hoped that Federal Councillor, Dr. Eurico

Celio will be able to attend the function.
To end we would like to echo our Minister's words,

in the Italian part of his 1st of August speech, that
the forthcoming celebration of the 75th anniversary of
the " Unione Ticinese " will afford the London Colony
an opportunity to pay tribute to the Society for ail
that it has been and done in the past three quarter
century.

J.Ü7.

PRESENTATION TO MR. E. P. DICK.

On March 11th of this year Mr. E. P. Dick has
celebrated the completion of thirty years service as
Conductor of the Swiss Orchestral Society. On this
occasion Ave published in our columns an appreciation
for the eminent services he had rendered to the Swiss
Colony, both as Conductor of the Orchestra and the
Male Choir.

At the same time, a special committee was formed
under the Presidency of Mr. F. G. Sommer, and an
appeal Avas made to the Colony for donations in order
to make a presentation to Mr. E. Ik Dick. This dona-
tion list, is at present still open, and Ave invite those
members of the Colony, Avho have, for some reason or
other, overlooked this appeal, to send in their contri-
butiou not later than the 27th of October to Mr. F. G.
Sommer, " Hepple Lodge," Holly Park, London, N.4.

The presentation to Mr. E. P. Dick, will be made
on Friday, October 28t,h, 1949, at a Dinner, which will
be held at the Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, W.l.
Ladies are also invited and the cost of the tickets Avili
be 15/6 each exclusive of drinks.

Applicants should send in their names and
addresses not later than Saturday, October 15th, 1949,
to Mr. F. G. Sommer, " Hepple Lodge," Holly Park,
London, N.4.

We sincerely hope, that a large number of mem-
bers of the Colony will make it convenient to attend
and thus show their appreciation to Mr. E. I'. Dick
for his great services rendered during more than thirty
years. NT.
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