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Federa/ Monsieur Eurico Celio, President of
the Swiss Confederation, officially
opened the Winter Olympic Gaines at

St. Moritz.
Bibi Torriani, of ice-hockey fame, was accorded the

honour to recite the Olympic oath.
The largest delegation taking part in the Olympic

games comes from Switzerland with 94 members, fol-
lowed by U.S.A. with 92 members; Great Britain 75;
France 72; Italy 71 ; Austria 70; Norway 70, Czecho-
Slovakia 68; etc., etc.

Federal-Councillor M. Petitpierre, the Swiss Foreign
Minister, has received in audience the delegates of the
•• Union internationale des Télécommunications " at
present attending a conference in Geneva.

M. Robert Pahud, Director of the " Eidgenössiche
Preiskontrollstelle " relinquished his post at the end
of January 1948; he is succeeded by M. F. H.
Cam] >iche.

M. Pahud received his schooling in Solothurn, and
later on studied jurisprudence at the Universities of
Lausanne and Paris; In 1907, he was appointed
Assistant States prosecutor of the canton of Valid,
and six years later (1913) examining magistrate of the
district of Lausanne.

During the first world war, M. Pahud occupied*the
post of an examining judge in matters of espionage.
In 1936, he was called to the post of President of the
"Eidgenössische Preiskontrollkoniniission " in which
capacity, he rendered great services to our country.

# * *
An American delegation consisting of General Max

Snyder and Colonels Mann and Pottenger called at the
Federal Palais in Berne, where they were received by
Army-corps Commander Louis de M on tinoll in, chief of
the General Staff.

The object of this visit was the handing over of a
cheque amounting to Frs.4,520,000.— (American

dollars 1,056,052.80) to defray Swiss expenses in sup-
porting American airmen interned during the last war.

General Snyder, on behalf of the American
Government expressed his thanks to the Swiss authori-
ties for the care they had bestowed on his comrades
during their internment.

Colonel de Montmollin, in replying, said that Swit-
zerland considered it a duty to help when and where-
ever help was needed and thanked the General, on
behalf of the Federal Council for the remittance.

The American delegation was then accorded an
official reception.

* * *
Swiss foreign trade figures for December show an

increase in imports from the United Kingdom of Frs.
4.7 millions to Frs.34.3 millions over the previous
month. Swiss exports to Britain in December rose by
Frs.3.5 millions to Frs.14.2 millions.

During the same period imports from India
dropped from Frs.4.9 millions to Frs.3.2 millions,
while exports rose from Frs.5.2 to Frs.13.5 millions,
thus offsetting Britain's favourable trade balance with
Switzerland by Frs.10.3 millions.

* -X- *
During December the Swiss wholesale price index

rose by another 0.7 points to 216.3 (August, 1939,
equals 100).

* * *
As a direct result of the relaxed Swiss measures'

governing the transfer, to Switzerland, of private
dollar holdings in the United States, the latest weekly
return of the Swiss National Bank as on January 23rd
shows an increase of the foreign exchange holdings of
Frs.28.6 millions to Frs.113.9 millions. For the same
reason the gold reserve rose by Frs.3 millions to Frs.
5,606 millions.

On January 23rd notes in circulation and other
obligations at sight were covered by gold in the extent
of 106 per cent.
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At a time when the Swiss Federal authorities
strongly advocate a price stop comes the announce-
ment that postal, telegraph and telephone charges are
to he raised shortly.

* * *
An emergency congress of the Swiss Federation of

Trade Unions, representing 400,000 workers, accepted
a Government anti-inflation proposal to freeze prices
and wages at their present level until October 31st,
1948.

* * *
On the occasion of the death of Ghandi, the Federal

Council has cabled their deep regrets to M. Pandit
Nehru, Prime Minister of India.

Cantonal Amongst the passengers of the missing
Air-liner " Star-Tiger " — which is
reported to have crashed near the

Bermuda Isles, was Herman Knuchel, a merchant from
Zurich and son of Dr. Hermann Knuchel, Professor at
the Technical University in Zurich, [a.t.s.]

* -X- *
The population of the town of Zurich at the end of

December, 1947, numbered 376,575 persons, [a.t.s.]
•X- -X- -X-

Mr. Schmid-Ruedin, General Secretary of the
" Schweiz. Kaufmännischen Verein," who is well-
known in the London Swiss Colony, through his
various visits to the London section (Swiss Mercan-
tile Society) has celebrated his. 30th service jubilee in
Zurich. Mr. Schmid-Ruedin is a member of Parlia-
ment since 1925. [a.t.s.]

* * *
Pastor Adolf Maurer, for 19 years pastor of the

parish öf Wiedikon (Zurich) and editor of the
" Zwingli-Ivalender " of which he was the founder,
has retired.

On the occasion of the Zwingli jubilee the Univer-
sity of Zurich honoured him with the degree of doc for

' /tOMori.v causa, [a.t.s.]
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A serious motor accident occurred on the road
between Zurich and Winterthur near Toss, when one
car tried to overtake another travelling in the same
direction. Two women, Mrs. E. Fenuer (26) living in
Zurich, and Miss M. Merkt (27) also from Zurich, were
killed outright. Another woman and two men received
serious injuries and had to be taken to hospital.

[a.t.s.]
* * -X-

Dr. Adolf Loelsch, author of a number of well-
known novels, amongst them " Es ist sehr weit zum
Paradies," " Geliebtes Leben," " Narkose," etc., etc.,
has died in Rüschlilcon (Zurich) at the age of 69.

[a.t.s.]
* * *

Dr. Michael Stettler, (Ittigen nr, Berne) has been
elected Director of the Historical Museum in Berne, in
succession to Dr. R. Wegeli, who has recently vacated
his post, [a.t.s.]

X- X- *
Dr. A. Altoldi, at present Professor at the Univer-

sity of Budapest, has been nominated Professor of
ancient history at the University of Berne, [a.t.s.]

* 4

The death has occurred in Boltigen (Ct. Berne) of
Johann Ueltschi, senior-partn»er of the well-known firm
Gebr. Ueltschi, exporters of breeding stock.

The deceased was a member of the Grand Council
of the canton of Berne from 1926-1942, and at one time
sat in Parliament (National Council), [a.t.s.]

-X- 4Î- *

During the year 1947, altogether 629 (1946 : 427)
traffic accidents have been reported, in the canton of
Solothurn, with a loss of 19 (1946 : 11) lives, [a.t.s.]

Ai .* -X-

Erwin Schlosser, piloting a sports machine lost his
bearings due to fog, when returning from a flight; his
machine crashed near Bottmingen (Basle). Schlosser,
who suffered serious injuries was taken to hospital.

[a.t.s.]
-X- * *

The Swiss women's Association for obtaining
" votes for women " has decided to start an intense
propaganda throughout Switzerland to enlighten the
Avomen of our country to fight for their rights.

[a.t.s.]
•X-

Dr. E. Vischer, senior-partner of the firm Gebrüder
Vischel", architects, has died in Basle at the age of 70.

The deceased, rvho was one.of the leading archi-
tects in Basle, made the plans for the " Basier
Bürgerhaus " for Avliich he receiced the degre of doctor
tioworis causa from the University of Basle, [a.t.s.]

* -X- -X-

Louis Zehntner, the Avell-known composer and con-
ductor, has celebrated Iiis 80th birthday anniversary
in Basle, [a.t.s.]

X- * *
Oskar Disler (Musikdirektor) lias died in Schaff-

hausen at the age of 55. The deceased Avas for the last
thirty years teacher of pianoforte and Director of the
" Musikschule " in Schaffhausen.

Disler Avas for many years conductor of the Male
Choir and Mixed Choir of Schaffhausen, and President
of the International Bach Society, [a.t.s.]

* * * "

Three children, aged 13, 8 and 6 lost their lives in
a fire which completely destroyed a- farm house in
BiitschAAÛl (St. Gall), [a.t.s.]








