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THE SWISS OBSERVER

November 12th, 1948.

tives, has not given the Swiss people any real international outlook.
Membership of UNESCO, however, has been an
interesting experiment for the Swiss people, and especially for the more world-minded minority. It may even
be a step towards membership of the United Nations
itself. Before 1935, when the League of Nations had
its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland was a member
with reservations guarding her neutrality j she would
not enter a system of collective security. Since the
emergence of UNO, and especially since the Marshall
Plan, Switzerland has been called upon once more to
consider her relations with the rest of Europe.
Reservations remain, even concerning the project of a
customs union between Western European nations.
When recently the Foreign Minister, M. Max Petitpierre, gave his consent to the examination of a customs
union, and pledged Swiss support that far, he had to
defer to the unreadiness of his countrymen to go any
length towards international co-operation.
At the time I write, the crucial issue in international affairs is Western Union. It was at Ziirich in
1946 that Mr. Winston Churchill first adumbrated the
plan for which he has since secured European-wide
support and to which, in principle, Mr. Bevin later
committed the British Government.
Switzerland's
place in any Western Union is of particular significance. For Switzerland is already in herself a Western
Union in miniature : a centre of French, German and
Italian unity which might be the nucleus of a Federal
Europe. On the other hand, Switzerland is a rich
country while her neighbours are, in consequence of
the second world war, poor countries. Western Union

Gang lueg d'Heimat a
Va revoir ton beau Pays
Va a vedere il tuo Paese
Va a vera teis Pajais
and tell your English friends
making holiday plans of the warm
and sincere Welcome awaiting them
in Switzerland.
Application for the "Basic Allowance" (maximum for
adults £35.0.0., children under 16 £25.0.0.) should be
made on the 16th of the month preceding the month of
travel to the "Authorisation Office for Travel to Switzerland", 11c, Regent Street, S.W.I. (Office of the Swiss
Bank Corporation where Travellers' Cheques and Swiss
Money are obtainable).
Travel accommodation by Rail or Air should be applied
for as early as possible.
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SWISS FEDERAL RAILWAYS and
SWISS STATE TRAVEL BUREAU,
IIB, REGENT STREET,
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would never be a real union unless there were economic
as well as political unity, a single or freely exchangeable currency and an end to customs barriers. "Such
changes would inevitably mean for Switzerland at any
rate a short-term loss, and it is hard at present to
visualize their coming.
So there is something of a paradox about Switzerland's position in postwar Europe; she affords a
practical model for European unity and yet, because
uf the very success of her system, she will not easily
fit into a wider pattern of Western Union.
Still, the more important factor is Switzerland's
unique experience of federal government; and that
experience is relevant to the situation of every Eurojean people and especially to those greater European
Powers which have vainly sought security through
îational sovereignty and national defence. Necessity
drove the Swiss cantons together in the thirteenth
century and after ; will the same necessity seal the
union of Europe in the present century?

OUR NEXT ISSUE.
Our next issue will be published on Friday,
November 26th, 1948.
We take the opportunity of thanking the followng subscribers for their kind and helpful donations
)ver and above their subscriptions : L. W. Kruckel',
3. Schenkel, E. P. Dick, W. Walter, A. Muller, C.
Devegney, R. J. Helfenstein, E. Frey, W. Wagner, A.
A. Bodenehr, P. Eichenberger, J. Zimmermann, C. J.
Bernheim.

STOP
Do not buy that Christmas Present till you
have been to our

Grand Christmas Bazaar
To be held by the Sezione Femminile of the
Unione Ticinese at :—
SWISS

HOUSE,

35,

FITZROY

SQUARE,
on
SATURDAY, 27th NOVEMBER, 1948 at 2
(Moke o note of the Dote)

W.I
p.m.

There will be colourful Gifts from Switzerland
including, Brooches, Scarves, Woodcraft, Leather
Goods, etc. Also Embroidery, Knitwear, Painting,
Handcraft and Household Goods.

USEFUL AND ATTRACTIVE PRESENTS
FOR EACH MEMBER OF THE FAMILY
Drin? jyour /Wen«/« ancf Jon 7 forg-ef fo
fo our ' Lac/ry Dip '.
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