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the money being voluntarily contributed by the Swiss
public. There are also Swiss Socialist centres of dis-
tribution of food, clothing and even furniture all over
Europe. Many a Swiss village has adopted some war-
devastated village abroad, French-Swiss villages
naturally choosing villages in France, but it is also
quite normal to find a Swiss village supporting some
locality far away in Poland.

The Swiss Red Cross has organised the adoption
‘of individual children abroad by Swiss people; in this
way, for instance, since 1940 ,30,000 French children
in France have been paid for by Swiss foster-parents
for periods varying from six months up to six years.
Ifurther, it has become the regular thing for ill and
under-nourished foreign children to be invited to live
with Swiss families or in institutions for shorter
periods. Finally a village is being built at Trogen
in Canton Appenzell where war-orphans are to receive
their whole education. - This Pestalozzi village, as it is
called, so far consists fo eight school-houses out of
the twenty-four for which it is planned; at present
some thirty children from Marseilles and about thirty
Polish children have been established there. Eventu-
ally it is hoped to provide for nearly 400 orphans of
all nationalities. Special and successful appeals are
made to Swiss school-children to help with the Trogen
scheme.

Pessimists who look far ahead, believing that
Europe has committed suicide, can conceive of no
future for the miniature Europe that is Switzerland.
Whereas her political equilibrium was built up after
1870 upon the triple base of the three Great Powers
which surrounded her, to-day all three are vastly im-
poverished and what was the most powerful of them
lies in ruins. For those who think of the future of
Europe in terms of the future of the Slavs, the out-
look for Switzerland remains a little bleak.  Since
-diplomatic relations with Russia have at last been
resumed and a Communist Press allowed in Switzer-
land, the Swiss-Russian situation has certainly not
deteriorated ; economic exchanges have begun and it
is thought that they may be considerably. developed,
especially between Switzerland and the Russian zone
of Germany. As for Communism, however, in Ger-
man-Switzerland it has made no progress; indeed one
of its leaders in Basle, Hofmaier, has been badly dis-
credited by a recent scandal. In Switzerland, Com-
munism seems in fact only to be strong in Geneva.

Three-quarters of the Swiss are German-speaking,
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and until at least 1933 their life was intimately bound
up with that of Germany. Not long ago they could
not have contemplated Switzerland without a flourish-
ing Germany as her background. To find themselves
upright when Germany is prostrate has undoubtedly
given them a new sense of independence. They feel,
indeed, that the Great Powers would do well to mo-
bilise the Swiss for the re-education of Germany; the
return of Professor Karl Barth to the University of
Bonn should not be an isolated instance.

A short time ago a public declaration from Eng-
land accused Switzerland of sheltering Nazis and Nazi
funds.  This caused great indignation among the
Swiss, not because they deny that Nazi activities con-
tinue and are ominous, but because they point out that
Switzerland is the last place where Nazi conspirators
could easily hide. This is probably true. It is diffi-
cult to slip through the double police system provided
by the Federal and Cantonal authorities. Above all,
the last was showed that the German-Swiss for all
their neutrality, felt radically anti-Nazi in spite of
their many personal ties with Germany. Their sus-
picion was sharpened by the Nazi threat to their own
independence, and they were well informed as to what
Hitlerism meant. They have often felt that the
Jritish, through insularity and ignorance of German
tradition and language, were too slow to react to
developments in Germany.

SWISS BOOK EXHIBITION IN DUBLIN.

The Swiss Book Exhibition, which wass such a
success in London, was opened in Dublin on the 29th
of March. The Exhibition is held in the Rotunda of
the National Library which is decorated with the Irish
and the Swiss Flag. ;

The President of Eire, Mr. O’Kelly, Mr. de Valera
and Mr. Th. Derrig, Minister of Education, attended
the opening ceremony. Monsieur W. de Bourg, Swiss
Chargé ’Affaires said the exhibition would be a most
valuable contribution to an intensification of cultural
relations to the benefit of both countries. He thanked
the Chairman and Trustees tor having put the Library
at the disposal of the Exhibition, which he hoped would
succeed in giving Swiss Books a place in Ireland.

Mr. Th. Derrig, Minister of Education, in his
opening address, said that a great number of the books
and periodicals presented for inspection will find a
permanent place in the Library collections, for the
Swiss publishers and booksellers, with the Swiss
government’s aid and support, have not only been kind
enough to send over these books for inspection, but
have also generously presented several hundreds
volumes as gifts to the library.

He assured Monsieur de Bourg that this happy
manifestation of the desire of the Swiss Confederation
to strengthen the cultural relations between the two
countries is greatly valued by the population of Eire.
Mr. Th. Derrig continued by saying that this Exhibi-
tion was the first of its kind in the National
Library and that it was fitting that it should be a
Swiss Exhibition, for the written records of Irish
thought and Irish learning crossed the seas and the
lands of Europe, from the sixth to the tenth century,
to the monasteries of Switzerland, to St. Gall, Pfiffers
and Einsiedeln.

We hear that the Exhibition appears to be a suc-
cess and well frequented.
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