Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1947)
Heft: 1059
Rubrik: City Swiss Club

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 29.11.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

January 17th, 1947. THE

SWISS

OBSERVER. 1035

)

stop his campaign against the ¢ interests ’” on behalf
of the Swiss consumers who are the customers of
Migros. Only recently his Independence party won a
thumping victory on the polls in the Canton of Vaud
in a referendum to determine whether the Migros co-
operative should be permitted to do business there.
The referendum was necessary to circumvent Swiss
laws prohibiting the spread of chain store merchandis-
ing. Mr. Duttweiler’s ‘¢ chain store ” is different from
others, because it is a co-operative, and, as he says
proudly, his customers own all the shares in it and can
“Cfire”” him at any time.

Duttweiler’s rise as merchant and politician, has
been spectacular. 1In his youth he left Switzerland to
become a coffee planter in Brazil, but on his return
here was struck by the terrvific difference between what
Swiss consumers were paying for coffee and what
Brazilian planters were paid for it. He started trying
to bridge the gap for the benefit of the consumer, figur-
ing there would be a lot more money in the business.
Jesides that, he could stay home, and he likes living
in Switzerland better than Brazil.

He started his business in 1925, and not having
encugh money to rent stores, he bought five Model T.
FFord trucks, and a small quantity of groceries, and
carried his stores to his customers’ doors. He was out
to solve the distribution problem, he says, primarily
as a problem in transportation. He made his mark-up
only 8 per cent. on all products, and found that with
prices sometimes 30 per cent. less than those of his
competitors he still was making a profit.

Since then his fleet of five Ford trucks has grown
to one of 117 trucks — mostly three-ton size and his
Migros has acquired 116 stores. The better to supply
his customers he has gone into manufacturing with
cheese and chocolate factories.

Nix feet tall, weighing well over 200 pounds, with
thick grey hair and eyes that twinkle behind thick
spectacles, the merchant to-day is fifty-eight vears old,
— brimming over with vim and fight.

[le talks with a chuckle about the time he was

fined for breaking an anti-chain store law and the
housewives of Switzerland chipped in to pay his fine.
He talks with a laugh about his political opponents,
who, he says,  don’t like new ideas."’

* We have new ideas,” he says, *“ and they come"
to them in time.”” He takes credit for a recent act of
the Swiss government enabling the Swiss once more
to buy gold francs in exchange for paper ones, even
though gold coins still are withdrawn from American
coinage. ** We Swiss people like to have gold coins,”’
he says, ““and are willing to pay for them. The
covernment makes a profit by selling them. Perhaps
i America you people wouldn’t understand the way
we feel about gold. But here in Europe in the last few
years a lot of people saved their lives because they
happened to have a few gold coins which they could
carry with them when they fled from their homes, and
those gold coins were good anywhere.”’

Duttweiler shows the same capacity other political
leaders show in other countries, ot identifying his
economic theories with the cause of righteousness.
< Welve always got to fight for peace and liberty and
justice,” ‘he says, ‘“Take my plan of free exchange
of francs and dollars. People say the United States
wouldu’t like it ; that they would take reprisals against
sy and maybe abrogate our trade agreement. That
would be bad for the United States, just beciduse it is :
big country, to try to tyrannize over a little country
that dared to value its money at what it is worth.

“CWelve always got to fight against the idea that
force makes right, and that's against the Hitler that’s
in everybody, in Germany, in Switzerland and the
United States. There’s too much Hitler in people.
We've got to fight against the Hitler idea.”

CITY SWISS CLUB.

A report of the Monthly Meeting of the City Swiss
Club, which took place at Brown’s Hotel, on Monday,
January 13th, 1947, will appear in our next issue.

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY
THOUSANDS OF DOCTORS.

It should be used in all anaemic conditions,
nervous breakdown, and to'overcome the
weakening effects of severe illness and colds.

IRON in its organic state, also Albumen,
Lecithin and Phosphorus, are contained in
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