
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1946)

Heft: 1046

Rubrik: City Swiss Club

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 09.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


3792 THE SWISS OBSERVER. March 29th, 10-19.

CITY SWISS CLUB.

The last Monthly Meeting, previous to the Annual
General Meeting, ot' the City Swiss Club, took place
on Monday, March 11th, at the Dorchester Hotel, Park
Lane, W.l. About 130 members and guests were
present.

Mr. A. Bon, in opening the meeting, welcomed
the principal guest of the evening, Sir Adam Mait-
land, J.P., ex-M.P. for Faversham, as well as the fol-
lowing guests who honoured the Club by their
presence: Dr. P. Ruegger, Swiss Minister; Dr. A.
Meili, National Councillor, President, Office Central
Suisse tlu Tourisme ; Dr. Cottier, Manager, Office
Fédéral des Transports ; Dr. Kradolfer, General Man-
ager, Swiss Federal Railways; M. Bittel, Manager,
Office Central Suisse du Tourisme; M. P. Lachenal,
President of the " Pro Helvetia " ; Colonel Ch. de
Watteville, Delegate of the International Red Cross
Committee; Mr. Charles Taylor, M.P. ; Mr. Geoffrey
Orowther, Editor of the " Economist."

On the conclusion of the customary dinner, Sir
Adam Maitland addressed the company on " The Brit-
ish Parliament in War Time." The speaker gave a,

vivid and most interesting exposé of the work done
by Parliament during the last war, starting with the
fateful declaration by Mr. Neville Chamberlain in the
House of Commons. He painted a vivid picture of the
tension which existed in the House during those epoch-
making days. He paid a warm tribute to the late Prime
Minister, Mr. Neville Chamberlain, whom he termed
a " man of peace " and a great and sincere patriot.

Sir Adam then related the circumstances which
led to the creation of the Coalition Government under
the leadership of Mr. Winston Churchill, whom he
termed as one of the greatest Parliamentarians of all
times. Ile read out various passages from some of his
famous speeches delivered in the House of Commons,
which, as he rightly said, will go down in history as
shinig examples of patriotic orations.

The speaker made a general survey of the immense
task the British Parliament had to accomplish, the
innumerable Acts they had to pass and the fantastic
credits for war purposes which had to be voted. He
also mentioned the various secret sessions whicli took
place.

Although himself a Conservative, Sir Adam paid
a high tribute to Mr. Ernest Bevin for the splendid
work he had done during the war as Minister of Lab-
our, saying that no other party could have found a
more efficient man for one of the most difficult tasks
in the War Cabinet. He wished him an equal success
in his new sphere of activity.

Sir Adam terminated his splendid address by pay-
ing a moving tribute to the high public spirit of the
British people during the whole period of the war. He
received a hearty ovation by the entire company on re-
suming his Seat.

The President then called on National Councillor
Dr. A. Meili, President of the Office Central Suiss du
Tourisme, saying that Dr. Meili will always be grate-
fully remembered for his outstanding work achieved
as architect and principal organiser of the Swiss
National Exhibition of 1939 in Zurich.

Dr. Meili was warmly applauded on rising to de-
liver his address, which he gave in English and
" Schwyzerdütsch." He began by thanking the pre-
vious speaker for his fine expose on the work of the

British Parliament during the war years, a work, he
said, which was closely watched in Switzerland.

Speaking in '• Schwyzerdütsch," lie complimented
the Swiss living in Great Britain for their endurance
which they had shown during some of the most trying
periods of the war. " We have," he said, " followed
with admiration your courage in braving the dangers
you had to face."

He voiced his unstinted admiration for the British
people, an admiration which, he said, was shared by
the entire Swiss nation. He assured Sir Adam that
the love for the British people is an old love, and not
only an " after war " love. Dr. Meili assured the
gathering that 98% out of a hundred per cent, testified
their sympathy for this country during the whole time
of the last war, in spite of the tremendous propaganda
which was let loose on the Swiss people by the Axis
powers. He mentioned that one of the results of this in-
cessant propaganda was the pettition addressed in 1940
to the Federal Council by the " 200 prominent Swiss,"
an action which he termed as a capital blunder, as the
majority of the signatories were good and sincere pat-
riots, and their action could be termed as an error of
judgment.

The speaker then related that the morale of the
Swiss people throughout the war years was excellent,
considering that they were on more than one occa-
sion under the direct threat of imminent invasion. Dr.
Meili said that there was no hunger nor unemployment
visible during the years of war. He paid a warm
tribute to the Federal Government for their immense
and difficult task accomplished with great credit,
singling out the late Federal Councillor Obrecht,
whose foresight saved the Swiss people from the
pangs of hunger. He disclosed the fact that the Swiss
Government, already three years previous to the out-
break of war undertook steps for the ruritaiV/cmenf
of the entire Swiss population. He emphasised that
no political crisis exists in Switzerland ; he mentioned
that errors have occurred, but that on the whole the
Swiss people were well governed. Dr. Meili also men-
tioned that in 1944 the Swiss Army, including all
auxiliary services, reached the astounding number of
900,000, an impressive figure taking into considéra-
tion a population of 4j million inhabitants.

The speaker terminated his address by voicing his,
and the Swiss people's admiration for the late Prime
Minister, Mr. Winston Churchill, whom he termed as
one of the greatest Statesmen of the universe.

Loud applause greeted Dr. Meili for his fine and
lucid address.

The next speaker was M. P. Lachenal, President
of the " Pro Helvetia " movement, who spoke in a

very eloquent manner in French. He, too, paid a great
tribute to the British nation for their sacrifices made
in the cause of Democracy.

His praise for the admirable services rendered by
the Federal Council to the Swiss people was no less
lauditory than the one expressed by the previous
speaker. He acquainted the company with the en-
deavours undertaken at present to bring some of the
cultural achievements of the Swiss people to the know-
ledge of Englishmen, and referred to the forthcoming
Swiss Book Exhibition and the Exhibition of Swiss
Architcture.

Mr. Geoffrey Crowther, Editor of the " Econo-
mist," who has recently returned from a visit to our
country, related some of his experiences during his
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stay ; lie praised the moral courage of the Swiss
people iu making momentous decisions at critical
moments. " The only queues I saw in Switzerland,"
he said, " were those at the various ski lifts." He men-
tioned that all the trains were running to time as
every Swiss is in possession of a stop-watch. He stated
that lie had not yet mastered the " Schwyzerdütsch,"
which language lie termed as a humiliating experience
to all Englishmen ivho think they know the German
language.

This witty and impromptu speech was much en-
joyed by the members present.

It was left to Monsieur Paul Ruegger, the Swiss
Minister, to sum up, a task which he carried out in an
exemplary manner. He terminated his effective ad-
dress by thanking the various speakers for their in-
teresting exposés, and the distinguished guests for
their attendance, saying that their presence had been
highly appreciated by the City Swiss Club.

The Committee of the Club is to be congratulated
on having assembled for the occasion a number of
eminent people who are in the public eye of both
countries. iS'T.

NOUVELLE SOCIETE HELVETIQUE.

The monthly meeting for March was held at the
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.2, on Tuesday,
the 19th. The Swiss Minister addressed the audience
and introduced the speaker, Col. Dr. Cottier, General
Manager of the Office Federal des Transports, who held
a most interesting and charming causerie on Transport
problems in Switzerland during the war.

BOOK BY AIR TO SWITZERLAND
THROUGH

AIR SERVICES

Regu/ar Services — Return Fores

Swissair Air France
Geneva £33. 0.0 £26. 6.0
Zurich £34.10.0 £28.12.0

Swissair priority dockets exchanged for tickets

Private Charter — Return Fares (4 passengers)
Geneva £122 10 0 1 including one night's
Zurich £118 10 0 / waiting free of charge

City Booking Office:

41-3 LUDGATE HILL, LONDON, E.C.4
Telephone: City 2301/2. Telegrams: Leptours, Cent.

ASSOCIATED COMPANIES AT GENEVA, ZURICH, BASLE.

ERNEST ANSERMET IN LONDON.

Swiss House was honoured on Sunday evening,
24th February, by the presence of Monsieur Ernest
Ansermet, the famous Swiss conductor, who addressed
a small and select gathering on the subject of " Music
To-day." The lecture was given under the auspices
of the International Arts Guild.

Mr. Eric Whyte, of the British Arts Council, took
the chair.

The Swiss Minister was represented by Monsieur
Barbey.

Monsieur Ansermet said there are plenty of mar-
kets but no well defined centre of music in the world
to-day. He felt London might become the world's music
centre but that for the moment it lacked direction.

Addressing a word to the critics, Monsieur Anser-
met suggested they could play a far more important
part in helping to give the lead thaw by reporting
mainly the sharp'B flats and the shortened semibreve
They should not only attend concerts and give help-
ful criticism but also prepare the public mind in ad-
vance — this, in his opinion, would be of enormous
help.

A very interesting discussion followed the lecture
—- during which Monsieur Ansermet explained how
lie had introduced the works of the composers after
the last war to the people of Geneva. For a long time
they were unwilling and very critical but he persisted
in giving them Stravinsky, Hindemith, Bartok, Ravel
and Debussy. Now " les Genevois " are proud of their
long acquaintance and knowledge of these works.

VLV/1 /V'AEV/JLEA'.

USEFUL ADDRESSES FOR TRAVELLERS TO
SWITZERLAND.

In London:
Swiss Legation, 18, Montagu Place, Bryanston

Square, W.l. Tel : PADdington 0701.

Consulat Général de France, (visas), 58, Knights-
bridge, S.W.I. Tel : SLOane 5261.

/«/omafio» :

Swiss Federal Railways, 11b, Regent Street,
S.W.I. Tel: WHItehall 9851.

Continental Enquiries Office, S.W.I, 1st Floor,
Victoria Station. Tel : WATerloo 5100.

fc'rcfuwp/e Ojf/ices :

Swiss Bank Corporation, 99, Gresham Street,
E.C.2. Tel : CLErkenwell 4961.

Swiss Bank Corporation, 11c, Regent Street,
S.W.I. Tel : WHItehall 8083.

Departwre (per train) :

Victoria Station, S.W.I. Tel: WATerloo 5100.

Departure (per avion) :

British Overseas Airways Corporation, Bucking-
ham Palace Road, S.W.I. Tel : Victoria 2323.

In Paris:
Légation de Suisse, Rue de Grenelle 142, Paris 7«.

Tel : Opéra 63.30.
Chemins de Fer Fédéraux, Boulevard des

Capucines 37, Paris 2". Tel : Opéra 63.30.
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