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VISIT OF THE SWISS MINISTER TO
QUEEN CHARLOTTE’S MATERNITY
HOSPITAL.

On Thursday, January 31st, the Swiss Minister,
accompanied by Madame Ruegger, paid a visit to
Queen Charlotte’s Maternity Hospital, at Goldhawk
Road, Hammersmith, W.6, in order to unveil the
“ Helvetia Bed,” which was subscribed for by a num-
ber of firms in Switzerland. (The names of the sub-
scribers will be found at the end of this report.)

The Minister and Madame Ruegger were received
on their arrival by Mr. Seymour Leslie, Secretary,
and Mr. Lonsdale Deighton, Assistant Secretary, and
the Chief Matron. The party, which included Mu.
Staufter from the ¢ Swiss Observer,”” and other Press
representatives, was taken to one of the small wards
(no ward contains more than six beds) in which the
“ Helvetia Bed »” was situated. As will be seen from
the photograph the Swiss Flag was used, on this oc-
casion, as a bedcover. 1 was informed by the Secre-
tary that they had hoped to find a ‘ Swiss mother
to occupy the bed for this event, but as none was avail-
able, the occupier was the wife of a Belgian service
man, and as a further qualification, the young mother
informed the Minister that she has once travelled
through Lucerne.

After the inauguration, both the Minister and
Madame Ruegger shook hands with the occupier. Her
firstborn boy, who had peacefully slept through the
performance, in his little cot at the end of the bed, was
also ¢ looked at,” and so were the newly-born children
of the other five mothers in the ward, or T should say,
other four mothers, because one lady smilingly in-
formed them that the cot is still empty, but will be
filled at any moment now.

The party was then taken through various parts of
the building. Tt was explained that the new Hospital
was opened in October 1940, and that it claims to
be the first large scale modern
maternity hospital in Southern
England. It had been planned
after exhaustive study by medi-
cal and nursing representatives
of the hospital in the course of
visits to the U.S.A., Canada
and Switzerland.

The hospital is designed to
accommodate 200 patients; of
the 200 beds, forty-four are to
be in single bed private wards
and one hundred and fifty-six
in six bed public wards.

The general scheme of
decoration in the wards is
cream paint with distemper on
walls. The ward floors are of
wood blocks, while corridor
floors are of cork tiling and
terrazo. Doors are of hard
wood, flush type.

Amongst the many rooms
visited was the Human Milk
Bureau, which is a novel
feature of the hospital. It
was explained that milk is
taken from mothers in various

parts of London, who have a surplus of human
milk and is pasteurised and frozen in the hospital in
the form of tablets. It is then stored in sealed jars in
refrigerators, and ultimately dispatched all over the
country in dry-ice containers to feed babies unable to
take artificial food, and whose mothers are unable to
feed them.

The ward kitchens, nurseries, bath and linen
rooms were inspected, and on terminating a visit,
which lasted about two hours, the Nurses’ guarters
were inspected. Each nurse has her own room, com-
fortably furnished including wireless. Then there are
various lounges, with comfortable leather or chintz-
covered armchairs and settees, radiogramophone and
piano. The Restaurant is a pleasing room with large
windows on both sides and seating accommodation, at
tables for four, for about eighty or a hundred people.
The kitchen is a beautifully light room with white tiled
wallse and eream floor.

This brief account should give some idea of this
newly established hospital at Goldhawk Road, Ham-
mersmith, W.6. (Early in the 19th century it moved
from Bayswater to Marylebone where for more than
100 years it carried on its vital work and achieved
national fame.)

Our readers may be interested to know that it
costs £1,000 to have a bed named, and to maintain a
bed, the sum of £500 a year is needed. The Secretary
said to me perhaps the Swiss community in London
could be prevailed upon to help towards maintenance
of the ‘“ Helvetia Bed.”

On departing the Secretary warmly thanked the
Swiss Minister and Madame Ruegger, after they signed
their names in the visitors’ book, which contains many
famous names, for their visit.

ST.
*. * *

Paul Aemissegger and Co., Zurich; Agathon A. G. Maschinen-
fabrik, Solothurn; Albiswerk Ziirich A/G., Zurich; Aluminium Menzi-
kken and Gontenschwill Ltd., Menziken; Aug. Baggenstos, Zurich;

The Swiss Minister, with Madame Ruegger, unveiling the ‘‘ Helvetia Bed.”
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Ernst Baumlin and Co., St. Gall; André Bechler, Fabrique de
Machines, Moutier; Bespag, Berufs and Sportkleiderfabrik A/G., St.
Gall; Bielna S/A., Bienne; Bonnard and Cie., S/A., Lausanne;
Braendlin and Co., Rapperswil; Burgauer and Co., A/G., St. Gall;
Biirglen Worsted Spinning Co., Thurgau; Buri and Cie., S/A.,
Geneva; Cableries and Tréfileries S/A., Gare; Cementfabrik Holder-
bank-Wildegg A/G., Holderbank-Wildegg; Columeta S/A,, Basle;
Edward Dalang Marconi Manfg. Co., Basle; Demaurex Fréres S/A.,
Morges; J. Disch Sohne, Othmarsingen; Ebauches S/A., Grenchen;
Jean-Martin Egli, Wil; Eigeldinger and Cie., S/A., La Chaux-des-
Fonds; Eterna, Grenchen; Feinstahl A/G., Zurich; Max Felchlin,
Schwyz; Ferrin, Valon and Cie., Geneva; Fibres de Verre S/A.,
L.ausanne; Walter Fierz and Co., Zurich; S/A. Filature de Chappe
Ringwald, Basle; Filatures Réunies de la Laine Peignee de Schafi-
house; Firmenich and Cie., Geneva; Forster Willi and Co., St. Gall;
Frico Ltd., Brougg; Gabus-Plojoux and Co., S/A., Geneva; Aug.
Giger and Co., St. Gall; L. Givaudan and Cie., S/A., Vernier; Gras-
set and Bron, Geneva; Haeberlin and Co., Zurich; Henri Hauser
Ltd., Bienne; J. Heiz-Gysel, Horgen; Hochstrasser and Co., Zurich;
Hommel’s Haematogen and Drug Co. (per London Office); Ernst
Huber, Zurich; Léon Jaccard S/A., L’Auberson; Kesselring and Co.,
Romanshorn; D. Lieberles, Basle; S/A. du Linoleum & Giubiasco;
J. Lonstroff, Aarau; Gottfried Maag, Zurich; Guido Mayer S/A.,
LLausanne; Robert Metzger and Co., Geneva; Meyer and Stiideli
S/A., Soleure; Mobel Pfister A/G., Suhr; Alfred Miiller and Cie.,
Lenzburg; Mons. F. Naegeli, Schwyz; Naegely, Eschmann and Cie.,
A/G., Zurich-Oerlikon; Nouveaux Grands Magasins, Zurich; John
im Obersteg and Co., "Ltd., Basle; Erwin Ott, Herzogenbuschee;
Réné Perret and Co., La Chaux-des-Fonds; Louis Perrin, Berne;
Pfenninger and Cie., S/A., Waedenswil; Arthur Porges, Geneva; Otto
Ruff and Co., Zurich; Ruttimann and Rothlin, Lachen; Sandoz Ltd.,
Basle; Schenk S/A., Rolle; Schoenenberger and Co., Zurich; Setola
S/A., Geneva; So. Gén. de Surveillance S/A., Geneva; Fabrique
Solvil, Geneva; Spierer Fréres and Cie., Geneva; Aug. Spindler and
Co., Basle; Sugro Ltd., Basle; Swiss Reinsurance Company, Zurich;
Tissage Mécanique de Toile de Crin S/A., La Chaux-des-Fonds;
F. Uhlmann-Eyraud S/A., Geneva; Usine D’Aluminium Martingy
Mr. and Mrs. Ulmer-Edridge, Zurich; Usine D’Aluminium Martigny
S/A., Martigny-Bourg; Watch Stones Co. Ltd., Thoune; O. R. Wild,
St. Gall; Wollen-Keller and Cie., Zurich.

With Maggis Aspic Jelly valuable additions may be made
war-time menus. From meat, fish and vegetable ' left-overs
attractive supplementary dishes can be contrived. <

INVALID ASPIC MEAT ASPIC

Maggis Aspic Jelly in a small mould  Cooked fresh sausage meat or meat left
daintily served with two or three small  over from the joints may be used
strips of toast will bea welcome change ~ minced. Drop the meat into_the jelly
from *' beef tea.” before setting and serve with a little

EISH ASPIC watercress Or cress.
Cod or Salmon remaining from the ASPIC SANDWICHES

boiled fish can be used, also prawns or  Spread the slices of bread with mar-

shrimps. Fill the mould £ full an garine and thep with a thin layer of
thcrili ﬁcarly set put in the flakes of fish  jelly. Add grated cheese, watercress,
and up.

mustard and cress, meat or fish paste.
JELLIED BEEF SOUP
A rich jellied beef mu% may be made instantly

with the addition of boiling water. Greatly
appreciated by Fire-Watchers.

MAGGP

ASPIC JELLY

FREE SAMPLE.—Send 1d. stamp for free sample of Maggis Aspic Jelly.
Apply MARBER & CO. (Food Products) Ltd., 1, Stanhope St., London, N.W.1
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DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS.

Monsieur Ch. de Jenner has recently been ap
pointed Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extra-
ovdinary to the Bulgarian Government in Sofia.

Monsieur de Jenner is well-known in the Swiss
Colony ; he joined the Swiss Legation in London in
November 1931, as Counsellor of Legation, in suc-
cession to the late Monsieur de Sonnenberg. After a
séjour of eleven years, during which he acted on several
occasions as Chargé d’Affaires, he left London in Janu-
ary 1943, to take up an appointment at the Federal
Political Department in Berne, and later on was ap-
pointed General Consul at Vienna.

We are extending our heartiest wishes to Monsieur
de Jenner on assuming his new post.

Monsieur W. A. de Bourg, who, at the beginning
of this mounth has been appointed Chargé d’Affaires at
Dublin, was equally well-known in the Swiss Colony.
He was appointed Secretary of Legation in London in
1924 and was later promoted to Counsellor of Lega-
tion. He left London in 1937 to take up an appoint-
ment as General Consul in Munich and subsequently
in Vienna. Later on he went to Washington as Counsel
lor of Tegation. )

- Our best wishes accompany him to his new post.

We regret to inform our readers that Monsieur
J. de Rham, 1st Secretary of Legation, who has been
in London since November 1937, is shortly leaving the
Swiss Legation to take up a new appointment in Berne.

Monsieur de Rham has always taken a keen in-
terest in the Swiss Colony and his departure is greatly
regretted by the Colony and his large circle of friends.
" "We extend our best wishes to him in his new sphere
of activity.

Monsieur Eric Kessler, 1st Secretary of Legation,
has been promoted to Counsellor of Legation and is
leaving London shortly for Washington where he will
be in charge of Press matters.

Monsieur Kessler was London correspondent of the
“ Neue Zurcher Zeitung >’ from 1928-1939. On the 1st
of October 1939, he was appointed Special Attaché at
the Swiss Legation in London, dealing with Press mat-
ters. In 1942 he was promoted to 2nd, and in 1945 to
1st Secretary of Legation.

We are wishing him success in his new field of
activity.

SWISS ASSETS IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA.

We have received the following communication
from the Swiss Legation :—

‘“ By a Decree of the 29th January, 1946, the Swiss
FFederal Council entrusted the Office Suisse de Com-
pensation in Zurich with the registration of Swiss
assets in Germany and Austria. According to Section
2 (a) of the Decree, the assets of Swiss nationals resid-
ing outside Switzerland will also be included in these
records.

Swiss nationals in the consular district of Lon-
don who wish to be included in the list of the Office
Suisse de Compensation should apply to the Swiss
Legation, 18, Montagu Place, W.1, for the requisite
form. It is pointed out, however, that the registration
of a claim should not be interpreted -as a recognition
thereof, nor does this constitute a confirmation of the
existence of the assets referred to.”



	Visit of the Swiss minister to Queen Charlotte's maternity hospital

