
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1946)

Heft: 1044

Artikel: Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-686239

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 15.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-686239
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


3744 January 25tli, 1946.

sentiment. During the war it had 59 delegations sen -

ing abroad, all the members being Swiss, and they
travelled a total of eight, million miles on their various
missions of mercy. Food parcels dispatched to pris-
oners of war ran into millions and cost three milliard
Swiss francs. Much inevitable obstruction had to be

overcome. The Germans would only allow parcels to
bee sent to persons whose names were already known
to the International lied Cross, and would not allow
other names to be revealed. Starting with 60 known
names, and working on a chain-letter system, the in-
vestigators finally compiled a list of 56,000 interned
persons in Mauthausen, Dachau, Belsen, Theresien
stadt, Landsberg and other camps. As a crowning
achievement, the International Red Cross delegations
were able at the last moment to prevent a massacre of
prisoners by the Germans in the camps of Berlin,
Oranienberg and Ravensbrück. The work of repatria-
tion is now in full swing. Numbers of refugees have
been sent home, other contingents are being convoyed
daily. Repatriation is complicated by the fact that
many of the interned are unwilling to leave Switzer-
land, either because they have nowhere to go or be-

cause they fear the consequences.
If the Swiss stoutly defended the right of asylum

for the oppressed, they were equally vehement in
asserting the right of Swiss industries to supply the
belligerents with whatever they thought lit. There is
nothing in. international law to prevent this, but in
practice it mèant that supplies were sent to Germany
alone. Almost down to the end of the war the long
German coal-trains from the Ruhr lumbered through
the St. Gotthard and Simplon tunnels night and day
to keep the war industries of Milan and Turin run-
ning. Swiss firms supplied machine tools and pre-
cision instruments to Germany, and the Swiss auto-
mobile industry combined to form a repairing and re-
conditioning workshop for German military cars. For
the Swiss it must be said that all through the war
they were under strong military pressure. The Ger-
mans had only to cut off the supply of coal and Swiss
industries would have been paralysed, with consequent
mass unemployment.

Uncompromising insistence by Switzerland on her
absolute sovereign neutrality would probably have the
same deleterious effect on the future organisation of
peace as her privileged position in the League of
Nations. The co-operation of the Swiss, a peace-loving
people by definition, would be of inestimable value in
the task of mainntaining peace in the new conditions
that have arisen with the invention of new weapons.
But some modification of the traditional attitude to-
wards neutrality would seem to be necessary before
that co-operation can be made effective.

OUR NEXT ISSUE.

We intend to go to press on February 22nd, 1946,
and take this opportunity of thanking the following
Subscribers for their enlarged subscriptions :

H. Senn, Miss O. Asper, F. H. Rohr, W. Deutsch,
W. Lehmann, P. Siebenmann, W. Eichenberger, R.
Weist, R. Sclimid, G. Hafner, Miss J. Wyss, L. For-
rer, Mrs. E. Muller, H. Leuzinger, A. Ottiker, F.
Sckubeler, L. Siegrist, J. R. Tissot, A. B. Chilvers,
Mrs. Marquarie, A. Schneider, Miss M. Meyer, C.
EougemontyMiss C. C. Meyer, Dr. Pettavel, E. Belart.

JOHANN HEINRICH PESTALOZZI
(b. January 12th, 1746)

On January 12th not only Switzerland, the land
of his birth, but the whole civilized world did com-
memorate Heinrich Pestalozzi, for it is largely due to
this great educator that the instruction and education
of youth is to-day recognized as a matter of national
interest.

Pestalozzi was. born in Zurich as the son of a
simple surgeon ; after his father's early death he spent
his boyhood in the loving care of his mother and a
faithful maid servant. From his grand-father, vicar of
a rural parish not far from the city, the bright young-
ster got to know the peasants, not only in their hard
toil and many troubles, but also in their happy
moments. At that time young Heinrich like so many
of his contemporaries, fell under the spell of Rous-
seau's " Emile." Filled with holy zeal he vowed to
become a reformer of his people.

After a brief course of studies lie turned to.prac-
tical work and took up agriculture on a Bernese farm.
He next decided to work on his own account with Iiis
wife, who was seven years his senior, and took over the
Neuhof estate near Birr in Argovia. He wanted to
prove that the best remedy for empty pseudo-culture
and also for the moral and physical misery of the
people was a combination of agriculture with intelli-
gent home education. Unfortunately his venture failed
and even the home for the poor that he set up on his
estate miscarried owing to his lack of organizing
ability.

However, in the difficult period that followed, his
literary gifts came to the fore. In those years he pub-
lished a number of works in which he opened up new
horizons. Amongst them was " Hermit's Evenings "
and his famous novel of village life, " Leonard and



January 25tli, 1946. THE SWISS OBSERVER. 3745

Gertrude." The world began to acknowledge his exist-
ence. A journey to Germany in 1792 gave him a chance
of meeting Klopstock, Wieland, Herder, Goethe and
other famous writers.

When violent revolts against the French con-
querors broke ont in Central Switzerland in 1798,
Heinrich Pestalozzi was entrusted by the Helvetic
Directory with the duty of gathering together the
orphans at Staus. However, this work too was de-
stroyed in the confusion caused by the war of the fol-
lowing year. The training-college for teachers he
founded in 1800 in Burgdorf Castle only lasted a short
time. Although Pestalozzi had already attained a con
siderable reputation in Switzerland and abroad even
the institute in Miinclienbuchsee did not succeed in
achieving stability.

At last, however, the opening of the academy and
training-college for teachers at Yverdon on the Lake of
Neuchâtel made Heinrich Pestalozzi famous. Pupils
flocked to him from neighbouring countries and from
Spain, Russia and even North America. Teachers who
had graduated from his school taught in Naples, St-
Petersburg and Madrid. In the course of time, how-
ever, such severe attacks were made against the master
himself and the direction of his institute that he was
obliged to give up this undertaking, too, to which he
had devoted twenty years of his life. At the age of
eightly he returned to his beloved Neuhof where he
wrote his " Swansong " and " Life's Vicissitudes."
The untiring old man was still full of great plans, but
a libel written by one of his former collaborators gave
him the coup de grâce. The great child lover and
philanthropist died at Brugg on February 17th, 1827.

But the world did not forget him. In him " we
honour the people's teacher, who filled hearts with en-
thusiasm for the sacred rights and duties of the family
and the mother and pointed out the way to all efforts
towards social reform." (Hunziker).

*
7'ftc /oZZoicinp appreciation appeared in Zfte LViwca-

ZionaZ 8'nppZemenf o/ " TZte Times," Jannarp 12Z7t :

" If we no longer believe that education is synony-
mous with knowledge and that only through books,
facts and figures can a child grow into an educated
human being, we owe it to the courage and wisdom of
a few great men who have seen deeply into the spiritual
life of man during an age of enlightenment. None has
reached the height of Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi, born
200 years ago in Zürich, whose influence spread all over
Europe.

The schools and institutes which he inspired be-
came models for the age of liberalism then dawning,
and his ideas have been studied and at least partially
accepted by almost every educationist in the succeed-
ing centuries. He published numerous books and
articles, in part scholarly treatises, in part novels and
symbolical stories, and in part pamphlets in which he
engaged in the philosophical and political controversies
of his time.

Influenced by Rousseau, Fichte and Kant, his ap-
[»roach to education was that of a philosopher and
sociologist, his approach to society that of an educa-
tionist. Man was to Pestalozzi the product of many
factors which it was the function of a true and healthy
education to promote. Learning was but one of them.
A loving family circle, friends, above all, work and
a secure social standing with an assured income —
these lie recognized not only for their creative influence

upon adults but for their formative importance to the
child. This combination of educationist and sociologist
is of obvious relevance to modern times and has not
yet found its final form and expression. Equally mod-
ern are the many psychological and sociological obser-
valions to be found in Pestalozzis writings. He is
deeply aware of the changing structure of society, of
the rise of new social groups, and of the consequent
dilemma between a new equality and the permanent
need for social and political differentiation. He recog-
nizes the constant presence of ruling groups and
struggling minorities, and he is at one with us in
seeking a solution compatible with our ideal of free-
dorn. The essence of Pestalozzis teaching — that the
educationist cannot afford to neglect political, social
or religious affairs any more than the politician and
social reformer can neglect the educational implica-
fions of his actions — is equally applicable to-day.

If we recognize the importance of Pestalozzi's
teaching to modern conditions its significance becomes
overwhelming on a continent where, in many countries,
education has to be restarted almost from the begin-
ning. Here Pestalozzis writings, with their clear
recognition that school books alone will never suffice,
become inescapable. Only in the right political and
social conditions can a free democracy arise and the
schoolmaster exercise to the full his true vocation."

USEFUL ADDRESSES FOR TRAVELLERS TO
SWITZERLAND.

In London:
Swiss Legation, 18, Montagu Place, Bryanston

Square, W.l. Tel: PADdington 0701.

Consulat Général or France, (visas), 58, Knights-
bridge, S.W.I. Tel: SLOane 5261.

/n/ormaZiow :

Swiss Federal Railways, 11b, Regent Street,
S.W.I. Tel : WHItehall 9851.

Continental Enquiries Office, S.W.I, 1st Floor,
Victoria Station. Tel : WATerloo 5100.

Zhrc7ta/wye Ojfice.s :

Swiss Bank Corporation, 99, Gresham Street,
E.C.2. Tel: CLErkenwell 4961.

Swiss Bank Corporation, 11c, Regent Street,
S.W.I. Tel : WHItehall 8086.

Departure (per train) :

Victoria Station, S.W.I. Tel: WATerloo 5100.

Zh'parZMre (per avion) :

British Overseas Airways Corporation, Bucking-
ham Palace Road, S.W.I. Tel : Victoria 2328.

L.E.P. Air Services Ltd., 41-3, Ludgate Hill,
E.O.4. Tel : CITy 2301/2.

In Paris:
Légation de Suisse, Rue de Grenelle 142, Paris 7®.

Tel : Opéra 63.30.
Chemins de Fer Fédéraux, Boulevard des

Capucines 37, Paris 2v Tel : Opéra 63.30.

The first private air charter since the war is re-
ported by Lep Air Services Ltd. A twin-engine De
Havilland aircraft left Croydon for Zurich on January
21st carrying a London specialist and his wife to the
bedside of their daughter, critically ill with peritonitis.
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