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@ H NEWS AT RANDOM

Postal telegraph and telephone services
with Switzerland are beginning to enjoy
normal treatment. Ordinary letters ave
in transit from three to five days, some of them still
being censored ; newspapers are somewhat irregular in
delivery, Aivmailismow accepted on this side as well.
In the felephone service discrimination against Swit-
zerland is shown by restricting the conversation to the
IEnglish or French language; it is of course of no im-
portance and we have been reliably informed that calls

in Italian have been received from the other side.
* * %*

The Tederal Council has appointed Dr. TFelix
Weber to be Federal vice-chancellor; he is 42, was born
in Bucarest and since 1937 has been the town clerk of
Glaris.

Federal

The Federal Council will ask the coming session
of our parliament for powers to issue fresh loans
during the present legislature (1943-47); the amount
is not stated but some of it will be applied towards the
conversion of existing loans or the payment of old issues
that arve falling due. The indebtedness of the Confeder-
ation on July 3lst 1945 amounted to 7061.7 million
francs against 2173.5 million on the same date in 1939.
[n addition there is a floating liability (rescriptions)
due to our banks of nearly a thousand million francs.

* * *

An expansion of our diplomatic service is under
consideration. It is intended to establish legations.in

South American republics and British Dominions.
* * *

The investigations at Berne regavding the alleged
illtreatment of Russian internees were concluded on
September 11th with the signature of the record of the
proceedings and the statement that particulars would
be published at a later date. We are reprinting a
report from the Berne corvespondent of “ The Times,”
which appeared in the issue of September 13th :

‘¢ After negotiations lasting nearly two months,
Major-General Vikorev, of the Russian Army, and
Colonel Fluckiger, of the Swiss Army, have signed a
protocol on the results of the inquiry into the treat-
ment of Russians interned in Switzerland.

(Continued overleaf.)

MARIE-LOUISE -

THE PRESS:

From Switzerland comes one of the most sincere and moving films
[ have seen for many months. STAR.
MARIE LOUISE is a superb film. It is simple and unpretentious
and utterly sincere. It is often touching and always tender. And
it has precious moments of genuine humour . . . If Switzerland
can really make films like this, the sooner we see some more, the
better for the reputation of the cinema. OBSERVER.
Miles above any other programme in London.

"NEWS CHRONICLE.
Here is a piece to confound those who complain that the cinema
refuses to enlist the imagination of an audience.
SUNDAY TIMES.
Easily the best of the new films is MARIE LOUISE. It tells, with
tact, sympathy and humour, how French children [rom bombed

cities regained health in Switzerland.

DAILY TELEGRAPH.

Pride of place this week goes to a feature film made in Switzerland.
[ do not hesitate to call this a really great film.

DAILY HERALD.

Exclusive run
AT THE

ACADEMY CINEMA

165, OXFORD ST., W.I. — GER 298I

Advert.
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All Descriptions of Banking and
Foreign Exchange Business Transacted

The British, American, and French military
attachés assisted at the inquiry, which is understood
to have been concluded satisfactorily for both
parties. The text will not be published until after
the return of the Russian commissioners to Moscow.
The first part of the inquiry concerned the repatria-
tion of interned Russians, and presented only
technical problems, all of which were disposed of
rapidly. The last interned Russian left Switzerland
on September 8.

The second part of the inquiry dealt with charges
that the interned Russians were ill-treated, over-
worked, underfed, and coerced, and necessitated
minute investigations into the relations between the
Russians and the Swiss camp authorities. During
the investigations an incident occurred at Villars-
sur-Ollon, in which a Russian ciyilian was killed
and another wounded. This threatened to cause a
breakdown, but the difficulties were overcome, both
sides showing good will and a desire to smooth
matters out.

Political relations between Switzerland and
Russia were outside the commission’s terms of refer-
ence and were not discussed, but the Swiss Govern-
ment is understood to have expressed a wish that
further steps should be taken towards a restoration
of diplomatic and commercial relations between the
two countries.”’

After reading the above, a reference in the ‘¢ Daily
Herald > on the same date strikes one as overbearing.
The heading asserts ‘¢ Swiss admit they were wrong "’
but the closing sentence of the article is perhaps more
cautious when it says that ‘¢ the Swiss authorities were
compelled to admit that unfortunate things had
happened.”

* #* *

Negotiations are said to be in progress between an
American delegation and our Federal authorities for
the employment of five to ten thousand Swiss function-
aries (interpreters, technicians, teachers, lecturers,
etc.) in the American zone of occupation. Applicants
would be engaged for one or more years and receive
a monthly salary of Frs. 1,000 to Frs. 1,800. After 15
years service they would become entitled to a pension
and could acquire, free of cost, American citizenship
after five years. No official statement has so far been
issued but the above appeared in some of the dailies in
Switzerland and as it was not denied the subject was
ravenously worked upon. The next piece of news was

to the etfect that our officials at Berne were confounded
by the generosity of the proposal tearing that our
teachers and civil servants would rush off to Germany
or demand correspondingly higher - salaries at home:
it had therefore been suggested and agreed that the
remuneration — when the proposal was announced
officially — would be from 500 to 1,000 francs a month.
Advertisements are expected to appear in the Swiss
papers. In the meantime a Swiss monthly has revealed
to its rveaders that the American authorities have
already received 50,000 applications.  All these ave of
course delightful rumours and may, let us hope, be
intelligent anticipations.
* *

It is now stated officially that King Leopold 111 of
the Belgians has been granted permission by the
Federal Council to take up his residence temporarily
in our country on the usual conditions of abstaining
from political activities. A large historical estate on
the lake of Geneva — “‘Reposoir ’’ in Pregny — is now
being prepared for the reception of the royal family
and a suite of about 20 persons.

In a paper entitled ¢ I'reies Deutsch-
[and *” appearing in Zurich a somewhat
. illuminatinig statement discloses that
when it was feared that the German Legation and Con-
sulates were likely to be closed and sealed officially,
the personnel did not miss the opportunity of providing
for their immediate future from the large funds stand-
ing to the credit of the Third Reich. Thus the minister

Cantonal

VARIED AND_APPETISING

With Maggis Aspic Jelly valuable additions may be made tg
war-time menus. From meat, fish and vegetable ™' left-overs ™
attractive supplementary dishes can be contrived.

INVALID ASPIC MEAT ASPIC

Maggis Aspic Jelly in a small mould Cooked fresh sausage meat or meat left
daintily served with two or three small  over from the joints may be used
strips of toast will be a welcome change minced. Drop the meat into the jelly
from ** beef tea.” before setting and serve with a little

watercress or Cress.
FISH ASPIC .
ASPIC SANDWICHES

Spread the slices of bread with mar-
garine and then with a thin layer of
jelly. Add grated cheese, watercress,
mustard and cress, meat or fish paste.

JELLIED BEEF SOUP
A rich jellied beef soup may be made instantly

with the addition of boiling water. Greatly
appreciated by Fire-Watchers.

MAGGP

ASPIC JELLY

FREE SAMPLE.Send 1d. stamp for fre: sample of Maggis Aspic Jelly, .
Apply MARBER & CO. (Fecd Products) Ltd., 1, Stanhope St., London, N.W.1

Cod or Salmon remaining from the
boiled fish can be used, also prawns or
shrimps. Fill the mould § full and
when nearly set put in the flakes of fish
and fill up.
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at Berne, Dr. Koecher whose whereabouts are still

covered with a veil, helped himself to Frs. 55,000, his

monthly allowance having been Ifrs, 11,000.  The

Consul General at Zurich with a personal monthly wage

bag of I'rs. 6,000 made sure of I'rs. 24,000 and so on.
* * *

Both in Berne and Biel demonstrations took place
as a protest against the continued residence of the
Grerman nationals who were awaiting the result of
their appeal against the decree of expulsion. In Biel
windows were freely stoned and the ¢ Hotel de Poste
received a destructive visit from an unfriendly crowd.
Six persons were arrested ; later on four were released
in order to obviate a serious encounter with the numeri-
cally weak police. The next day, the responsible local
magistrate was deprived of his judicial functions by
the higher cantonal court for having, by a display of
negligent weakness, interfered with the course of
justice.

* * *

A credit of six million francs is claimed by the
Regierungsrat of Berne for the 1926-28 buildings
scheme.

* * *

An astounding revelation was made in the Bernese
Grosse Rat by the cantonal chief of police.  In the
spring 1940 ten German saboteurs armed with bombs
managed to cross our frontier. Their instructions
were to sabotage several aviation fields at a time to
coincide with the invasion of Holland and Belgium so
as to create consternation and panic.  One of them,
bearing the fitful name ** Teufel ” was arrested on the
aerodrome at Biel when he was getting his fireworks

WAR and POST WAR
TRANSPORT PROBLEMS

SWITZERLAND & OVERSEAS

IMPORT - EXPORT - TRANSIT - TRANSHIPMENT
LARGE OR SMALL

GROUPAGE SERVICES STILL MAINTAINED

1000011 1O ) ) O - -

Consult : —

ACME TRANSPORT CO. LTD.

Teephone: || ONDON, W.C.2

TEMple Bar

I Telegrams
Acmetrans

5735-6 Imperial House - Kingsway Estrand London

LIVERPOOL — MANCHESTER — BRADFORD

CITY SWISSs CLUB

Messieurs les Membres sont avisés que la prochaine
ASSEMBLEE MENSUELLE"

aura lieu, mardi, 2 octobre 1945 au Brown’s HoTeL, DovEr
StrEET, Lonpon, W.1, 4 6h. diner a 6.30.

ORDRE DU JOUR:
Procés-verbal. Démissions.

Admissions. Divers.

Priere de s’inscrire auprés du Manager, Brown’s Hotel,
Dover Street, Lonon, W.1, pas plus tard que le ler octobre
1945.

LE COMITE.

ready, eight were seized within four days before any
harm was done and the last one was able to use his
return ticket.

* * *

Several fruit and vegetable retail shops in Basle
have been temporarily closed for selling above the per-
mitted maximum prices; an official enquiry has been
ordered with a view to police proceedings.

#* #* *

A singular operation was recently performed in the
Zurich Zoo. A newly born Yak-calt was found to be
afflicted with a rupture. The veterinary surgeon
decided upon an operation which was successfully per-
formed the calft being afterwards returned to its mother.

* * *

A whole family of Beringen (Schaffhausen), the
[ather Imil Strasser and three ghildren became the
victims of eating poisonous fungus; the mother re-
covered in hospital. They were in the habit of gather-
ing edible boletus common in that particular district
and before partaking of the prepared dish had added
the generally reliable silver spoon — a precaution that
for once proved unavailing. The cantonal food inspec-
tor subsequently declared the mistaken mushroom to
be ‘‘agaric.”

* #* »

The scarcity of heating materials is not altogether
unpleasing to the children in St. Gall: during the
winter months primary schools will open four days
only, from Tuesday to I'riday, and secondary schools
(from the fourth form) five days.

#* * *

The chief commissioner for the assessment of taxes
in the canton Berne, Rudolf Kellerhals, has received
a call from the Turkish Ministry of Finance to act as
its expert. The cantonal authorities have granted him
the necessary leave; Mr. Kellerhals expects to stay at
Ankara for at least three months.

*® ¥ *

The well-known shrine of Madonna del Sasso near
Locarno was visited on Sunday, September 9th, by over
10,000 pilgrims.

* * *

Indignation has been caused among the hoteliers
of Lugano at the news that the casino at Campione has
opened its doors again. Politically Italian, Campione
is practically surrounded by Swiss soil and before the
war offered facilities for gambling which are not avail-
able in the canton Ticino ; it was also a haven or refuge
for dubious characters of all nationalities.
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La Chaux-de Fonds is credited with 509, of the
wateh export of the whole of Switzerland. Of the 63
watch factories in our country eleven are found in this
town which manufactures 2219, ot our annual output.

* ¥* *

Platinum to the value of ten million francs is
stated to have been stolen at GGeneva from the St. Gabin
factory by five burglars who overpowered and shackled
the guards.

Two military planes crashed on August

Army 27th, mnear Tiefenkastel causing the

death of Lt. Paul Otz, age 31 from

Vechingen and Lt. Hans DBuchter, age 30 from
Thayngen.

* * *

Strange sentences were passed by the military
court 3a on two offenders who had already been heavily
dealt with during their absence. The first one was
condemned to four years imprisonment for having
gone abroad without obtaining a military permit, the
court now meted out ten months. In the second case
the sentence was reduced from 18 to 6 months, the
recruit — a Swiss from abroad — having omitted to
join up in 1939,

- » »

According to a Reuter report the Swiss army lost
4,027 men or about one per cent of its mobilised
strength during the war. 2,660 died from illnesses,
1,005 through accidents and 362 committed suicide.

Eat
KENCAKES!

and get your Full Quota of Vitamin
Value. Their Pre-War Quality and
Standard are practically maintained.

Registered S5 =R SR e
«ceikes: By KENCAKES !
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54 Dawes Road, Walham Green, S.W.6.
179 Upper Richmond Road, Putney, S.W.15.
391 Upper Richmond Road, East Sheen, S.W.14.

8 Castle Street, Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey.

ALL HOME-MADE BY THE WELL-KNOWN WEST
END PASTRYCOOKS AND CONFECTIONERS

THE WEST END FANCY BAKERY Co. Ltd.

Established 1903. — Man. Dir.: W. BACHMANN, (British, Swiss Origin)
Head Office & Central Bakery :
48-54, DAWES ROAD, S.W.6.

Telephone: FULHAM 2000 & 6000.
RESTAURANTS, LARGE TEA ROOMS, LUNCHEONS,
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS and DAINTY AFTERNOON TEAS

QUALITY — SERVICE — GOOD VALUE

S

The many foreign residents in our country belong-
ing to different nationalities have formed a patronage
committee to open a General Guisan fund. It is
intended to appeal for subscriptions as a token of
thanks for the six years of undisturbed residence en-
joved by the many foreign colonies. The General is
stated to have intimated his agreement.

* * *

Apart from smashed bombers and the damage done
by such machines through carelessness there are no war
relies in Switzerland but the French general de Lattre
de Tassigny has been mindful of redressing this de-
ficiency. A seasonable ‘“ cadeau ™ in the form of an
outrun military convoy crossed our frontier at the
 Lysbiichel  (Basle) on the 13th inst. on its way to
Thun where the local army command quietly and with-
out pageantry took into sate custody among other
Lhorrors two German 45 ton tanks (type Ferdinand and
Jagdpanter). Though these tanks were officially con-
signed to the Swiss Confederation theve is no report
of the usual oratorical contest.

A good picture of the rapid and satis-
factory development of railway traffic
with our neighbours is given by the
“ Railhway Gazette’ of September Tth, in a short
article reprinted as follows :

Traffic

“ Despite a shortage of rolling stock, Swiss
goods traffic with EFrance the only country with
which Switzerland has been able to resume regular
railway services since VE-Day, is expanding. Con-
trasting with the intermittent railway connections
with France early in the year (which enabled Swit
zerland to import through I'rance daily averages
of 100 tonnes in February, and 1,000 tonnes in May)
it had risen to 1,750 tonnes a day in July. Regular
goods services are now being operated between Swit-
zerland and the French ports of Bayonne, Port-
Vendres, Saint-Louis-du-Rhone and Port-de-Bouc.

Negotiations are in progress with Italy to obtain
the use of Genoa and Savona, ports which are much
nearer to Switzerland than the above French ports.
The use of Genoa and Savona, however, will not dis-
pense with the use of the French ports.

Negotiations are also in progress with a view to
resuming railway traffic with Czechoslovakia,
Austria and Germany. The extent to which Swiss
goods traffic with other countries has declined, may
be gauged by the. fact that, whereas in the years
1935-1938, Switzerland imported a daily average
of 28,000 tonnes, this average did not exceed 1,500
tonnes in the first quarter of 1945. Exports aver-
aged some 2,000 tonnes a day before the war,
against a daily average of only 370 tonnes in the
first three months of 1945. Transit traffic is prac-
tically non-existent at present; before the war it
reached an average ranging from 12,000 to 20,000
tonnes a day.

* * *

Pending the conclusion of a Trade Pact an under-
standing has been arrived at with the American occupa-
tion command for the regular transit of two to three
goods trains between Czechoslovakia and Switzerland.

#* * *

The first of a series of American consignments of
9,000 tons including 2,000 tons of grain has arrived at
Antwerp ; the cargo will be picked up by rail, 509 of
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the trucks being supplied by the Swiss IFederal Rail-
ways.
* * *

After months of clearing and repairing, the sector
Basle-Miilhausen of the Rhine-Rhone Canal was offi-
cially opened by one of the canal ships, ** Ideal,”
leaving the Basle harbowr and carrying delegates from
both ends. Apart from releasing a dozen Ifrench canal
ships-which had taken refuge in the Basle- harbour, the
regained waterway will, for a considerable time, possess
no commercial signiticance until the Strassburg exten-

sion has been re-instated.
¥ * * *

The first five of the 20 locomotives sold by the Swiss
I'ederal Railways to Holland have now been delivered ;
they travelled via France.

A general slackening of rationing is
expected in the near future and it is
anticipated that by Xmas textile
articles will be obtainable without coupons.  Cotton
has been imported freely. The release of coffee, tea

and cocoa is also under consideration.
* *® *

Thanks to the cession of 400,000 tons shipping
space to the end of this year, which will free large quan-
tities of cereals stored on Swiss account in several
ports, the bread ration will be increased from 1Ist of
October.

Economics

®» L *

Statistics recently published show that during 1944
our country has been entirely self-supporting as regards
potatoes, meat, milk and butter. Concerning bread,
209 of the total quantity required for the ration
emanated from abroad, though the cultivation of
cereals in Switzerland during the years of the war has
been more than doubled. Sugar was the only vital
food article that depended on foreign imports to an ab-
normal amount, i.e. nearly 759, in spite of the fact
that home production is nearly four times as high than
at the Deginning of the war.

» » »

The Swiss harvest this year will be below the
average. Spring frost and hailstorms have caused con-
siderable damage to fruit trees, such as apples, prunes
and cherries. This year’s vintage is expected to be

poor.
* * »

A six months’ trade pact, according to an Exchange
message, has just been signed between Switzerland and
(zecho-Slovakia, in which Switzerland will receive iron
and steel products, coke, porcelain, glass, hops and
sugar. They will export breeding cattle, machinery,
tools, chemical pharmaceutical products, textiles and
watches as well as a limited quantity of cheese and milk
in exchange for sugar.

* * *

The tentatively discussed amalgamation of the
Eidgen. Bank with the Schweiz. Bankgesellschaft has
been passed by the respective shareholders’ meetings
according to plan. The Eidgen. Bank retains its
separate existence for the present in order to liquidate
its German assets or claims some of which are of very
old standing; it also keeps a million francs working
capital. Six members of the board will join the one of
Schweiz., Bankgesellschaft. Of the staff of 800 about
759, will be taken over; the remaining 200 are to re-
ceive increased pensions and compensation that will
help them to find a livelihood elsewhere.

It is always instructive and sometimes a revelation
to follow and compare the treatment of simple news
items in the different countries. Our readers will re-
member references in the Knglish press during the war
to a product called D.D.T. and unanimously hailed as
an unsurpassed invention (or other superlative terms)
of English scientists ; no names of these scientists have,
until a couple of weeks ago, been allowed to appear in
the Iinglish press. The fact is that the exclusive claim
for the invention of D.D.T. belongs to Swiss chemists
working in the well-known Basle laboratory of Messrs.
Gteigy who are and have always been Swiss. At the
invitation of the American government, Dr. P.
Liungner, a director of the Basle firm, and another
Swiss chemist or scientist (to use the vague and more
pretentious Iinglish term) are staying in New York
since the end of August. At a press conference they
stated that the complete disappearanec of Typhus and
malaria throughout the world may be looked forward
to in the near future; during the war D.D.T. products
had successfully carried on the fight against mosquitos
and other disease carrying insects. The whole of the
New York press published exetensive reports and paid
the highest tribute to Switzerland for being identified
with the invention of D.D.T. 1In the English press
D.D.T. had received scant publicity, the Evening
Standard being the only daily that could spare space
for it occasionally; two articles on August 31st and
September Tth deal with a derivation, the insecticide,
but leave the readers in the dark about the real position ;
the first one maintains that the Ministry of Supply has
refused commercial manufacture while the second one

Delicious meat juice con-
centrated and flavoured.
An ideal meat stock for
soups. A stimulating hot
drink, made in a moment.

Specially packed in glass
airtight containers of 24
cubes (approximately 6
pints). Price 1/-

One of

Maggi® Products
Made in England

MARBER & CO.
(Food Products) Ltd.
1, Stanhope St., N.W.I|
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flatly contradicts this embargo and insists that exports
must receive first consideration. - The patent rights are
of course the property of the Basle firm  The Daily
Mirror on September 12th informs English housewives
that within about three weeks a D.D.T. preparation
will be on sale for killing flies and other domestic
pests(!).  The only elucidative description we have
come across was published in ¢ Reynolds News,”
September 16th, and we beg to reprint it herewith :

A few weeks ago, as part of a domestic blitz on
a minor plague of flies, T tried out in my kitchen a
sample of a new chemical preparation.

At first the flies seemed to take no notice. There
was a sarcastic gleam in my wife’s eye. DBut next
morning there were no flies in the room, nor has there
been a single one since,

They were victims of D.D.T.; the new wonder
chemical which, developed on a big scale in this war,
has already saved thousands of lives and prevented
a large amount of disease among troops. Small
quantities of D.D.T. are now to be released to makers
of insecticides in this country.

Every gardener is familiar with the use of vaii-
ous chemical insecticides as weapons in his campaign
against garden pests and parasites. So far all have
suffered from the disadvantage that they were not
universally applicable to insect pests and the effects
of one application did not last very long, so that
frequent applications are necessary.

D.D.T. has the supreme merit of persistence, so
that with infrequent applications it remains as a
lethal trap for any of a great number of familiar
household and garden pests.

The letters stand for Dichlore Diphenyl Tri-
chloroethane. Like many another vital discovery of
scientists, its development is a story of lucky acei-
dents and years of persistent, unrewarded effort.

D.D.T. was first made by a young German
chemist in 1874, Until 1936 it was part of the small
change of general scientific knowledge. 1In that year,
in a way remarkably like that in which TFleming
discovered Penicillin, a young Swiss scientist hit
on its deadly action on plant pests.

Dr. Muller was carrying out routine testing of
a number of insecticides being prepared in the lab-
oratories of the Geigy Company at Basle, Switzer-
land. TIle sprinkled a little D.D.T. powder on to a
potato plant infested with Colorado beetle and the
larvae fell off, stunned.

The observant scientist immediately dug up the
plant with the earth around it on which the insects
had collapsed and left them in his laboratory over-
night. Next morning they were all dead. :

He argued that the larve had not had time to
eat much of the drug. They must have been poisoned
merely by touching it. A mnew kind of insect poison
had been discovered — a contact poison.

From then on it was a story of hard slogging
work by three scientists, Dr. Muller and Drs. Liuger

and Martin, backed up by the belief of the Geigy Co.
in their technicians.

The three doctors were convinced that D.D.T.
* did something ** to the living organism, and years
were devoted to finding out what the ** something ’
was.

After the Colorado beetle, it was found that
D.D.T. killed body lice. :

IPirst mass trial against that was made in 1943,
in Naples, with spectacular results. TFor the first
time in history the usual winter typhus epidemic
failed to appear in Naples. )

The drug killed the lice which carry the typhus
germ.  As there is no really satisfactory cure for
typhus, here is an excellent example of prevention
heing better than cure.

Since then, it has been tound that the new won-
der chemical is effective against the mosquito, thus
bringing under control malaria (which affects 800
million people, or over one-third of the population of
the world) ; the tsetse fly, which carrvies the germ of
sleeping sickness, and causes great mortality among
cattle in the tropics, as well as the body louse and
the Colorado beetle.

Mr. George Campbell, M.Sc., of the Geigy
Company, Manchester, gives a warning against over
optimism.  D.D.T. is not a universal cure-all
against all pests.

[t is not, for example, of any use against green
fly or red spider, although the latter can be dealt
with by a spray of D.D.T. in mineral oil, as can the
coddling moth, which infects apples.

Caterpillars ave killed by the chemical, but dis-
cretion must be used to avoid damage to bees. The
spray should be applied to the plants during the
early morning and evening hours when the hees are
not about. It is only the spray that Kkills the bees;
the dry deposit left does no harm. :

Flies and bluebottles will not live on dung heaps
which have been treated with D.D.T.. and cows in
sheds which have been washed with a D.D.T. white-
wash give more milk, due to the absence of flies. The
wash, as for distemper in the house, only needs re-
newing once a year.

Vast expansion of plant took place at the Geigy
works to meet the demands of the Services during
the war, and it is hoped that before long D.D.T.
will be available in larger quantities for civilians.
A process has been worked out which should bring
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the chemical within the reach of the pocket of every-
one,

Research work is continuing, and it is confi-
dently hoped that many insect pests which, at
present, do not respond to D.D.T. will be bhrought
under control by new methods of application.

diffect of the drug on the mosquito is that it
seems to paralyse the jaw so that the insect cannot
bite. A number of volunteers spent 24 hours in a
tent treated with the drug and filted with mosquitoes.

Although they were naked, not one received a
bite.

So there is obvious hope for those who are always
being bitten by midges and mosquitoes.”

At the expense of the Don Suisse
and in charge of the Swiss Red
Cross just on 200 tuberculous
patients, mostly deportees and prisoners of war from
IFfrance and Holland, are receiving medical treatment
in Davos.

Humanitarian

* * *

[for the account of Don Suisse a hundred railway
trucks containing roofing slates to help in the restora-
tion of damaged houses have been despatched to the
department Doubs.

* * *

American soldiers will be allowed to attend lectures
at all the Swiss universities ; about 2,500 such students
are expected. They are not allowed to purchase
watches or barter uniforms or parts of their equipment.

* »* *

By the middle of this month about 50,000 American
soldiers were spending their leave in Switzerland ;
their original pocket money of Frs. 150 has now heen
increased to I'rs. 175 per month. The effect on our
hotel industry seems to be in the nature of a temporary
hoom if the following report from Berne which appearved
in the * Daily Mail > September Sth is to be believed :

““ For the first time since 1938 Swiss hotels in
all the Dbig centres such as Bile, Zurich, Berne,
Lausanne, and Geneva are packed to capacity.

A leading hotel-keeper today said he was unable
to explain this phenomenon, especially as entry into
Switzerland is still difficult.

At Berne and Geneva people are sleeping in
hotel bathreoms, while hundreds seek accommoda-
tion in private houses or small pensions outside the
town. Tight thousand American soldiers daily on
leave make big demands on the accommodation.

The rush seems to be due mainly to the passage
of people caught by the war in Europe who are now
““ sorting themselves out  and of a small army ot
business travellers feverishly seeking whatever mar-
kets may be open in urope.

Among these the British are noticeable by their
absence.

A prominent Swiss industrialist told me that
they are being overrun by American salesmen, who
are offering all kinds of seductive credit terms. Ile
said it was generally regretted that the British ap-
pear to be entirely ignoring the Swiss market, which
is only too anxious to trade with Britain again.

Swiss also regret that British soldiers on leave
are not allowed to join their American colleagues,
who are making such a strong impression on their
trips through Switzerland.

All the Swiss see of the British soldiers who have
helped to liberate Europe is a fleeting glimpse of
cheering Tommies as their trains speed through the
Simplon route homeward bound twice daily.

The Swiss are clamouring for the British again.”

* * *

The insistent demands by local residents for the ex-
pulsion of Countess Ciano have now been acceded to
by her delivery to the U.S. military police; her two
children are allowed to remain in Switzerland.

* * *

The despicable castigation of depriving a political
culprit of his nationality, first initiated by the Nazis,
is still being perpetrated in our own country. A ¢itizen
from the canton Uri, Alois Wipfli, who was sentenced
to several years hard labour for espionage and who
managed to find a sanctuary somewhere in Germany
since 1942, has now been expatriated by the IFederal
Council.  The same punishment was conferred upon a
vouth from Zurich, K. .J. Reinegger, aged 24, who also
scented that his country had no more use for him : his
particular transgression is not given. All this makes
one doubt whether the austere magistrates at Berne
have ever heard of the story of the prodigal son.

00

The ‘¢ Auslandschweizertag » (the 23rd) was held
at Baden at the beginning of this month. For the first
time since its creation Swiss from abroad turned up
in large numbers, that is to sdy our colonies in Ger-
many and Italy were, for obvious reasons, commend-
ably well represented. As was to be expected under
the present conditions the debates were restricted to
the rights and re-establishment of compatriots who,
through no fault of their own, had lost the whole of
their life work with poor prospects of making good.
Government spokesmen endeavoured to explain the deli-
cate position which rendered any official steps abortive.
[t is to be hoped, however, that some of our unfortunate
compatriots may have derived consolation from the
many lofty speeches that were delivered. The main
orator, Dr. Zbinden, called for fortitude and a steady
heart and for the preservation of right(!): in the basic
renewal of the European conscience the Swiss abroad
had an obligation to participate by displaying an un-
fettered belief in right and God.
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