Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in

the UK
Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom
Band: - (1941)
Heft: 991
Nachruf: Louis Duchene t
Autor: [s.n.]

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 04.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

THE SWISS OBSERVER. 2941

vanished and Swiltzerland had bhecome a centralized
State: nevertheless the unity was looser than that
of other Kuropean Ntates and it was with consider-
abic difficulty that a central criminal code was
accepted as recently as 19330 Cantonal feeling still
remains strong, but cqually intense is the loyalty of
all citizens of every tongue to the federation: the
thieat from Nazi Germany has only served to in-
crease this loyalty and it is probable that fewer
Quislings would have been found among the Ger-
man-speaking Swiss (han anywhere else in Europe
it Hitler had chosen to *“ intervene ” in that coun-
fry g in any case it is certain that such intervention
would be met with armed resistance which, however
ineffective at the moment of ageression, would
secure the nltimate resurrection of Switzerland and
keep alive the spivit of 1291,

Switzerland provides many lessons for those
who will be responsible for the reconstruction of
Iurope : and in particular it shows that reconstruc-
tion must be the result of an organic development,
with ity roots deep in the past: it must be deeply
Christian as all Burope once was Christian and
must respect the rights of man, not merely as they
were enunciated in 1780 hut as they were engraved
on his mind by the Creator. I it destroys much of
{he evil of the past it must also resist the new revo
lution which would curb those rights and destroy
the Christian spivit in order to set up institutions
completely out of harmony with the natural tenden-
cies of human nature and contrary to the true spirit
of Iurope.

I[f we describe Switzerland as the model demo-
cravy, that is not {o suggest that it is perfect — for
no human institution can be perfect — nor to recom-
mend other States to adopt with slight modifica-
tions  the Swiss constitution and  the cantonal
system.  Rather is Switzerland after six hundred
and fifty years an example ol the conditions under
which democratic government can be made to work
most satistfactorily, conditions which arise largely
from human nature and which have little or nothing
to do with institutional forms.

Modern Switzerland, & genuinely neutral coun-
try in the midst of a war involving practically every
other country in Europe and rapidly extending to
the nations of the whole world, has succeeded in
maintaining law and order and in creating a unique
harmony amongst four distinet language groups and
a variety of Christian confessions. This happy
state of things has not been attained through revolu-
tionary  methods, but through a very gradual
development of a system worked out by men who
had a proper respect for the dignity of their kind
and who were moved by a deeply Christian spirit.

In the old Swiss confederation at times of great
danger the members received what was called a
 Mahnung.”” The exact meaning of this word is so
dificult to convey that de Reynold does not even
translate it into French: to understand it com-
pletely one would have to be a Swiss. We must be
content to understand by it not merely a warning,
but a summons, a challenge to the tardy and neglect-
ful. And in wishing well to the Swiss on this great
anniversary day we may also thank them for the

Mahnung which they are giving to us tardy and ne- -

glectful Europeans.

LOUIS DUCHENE f.

Mi. Louis Duchene died in London on
August 17th at the age of 49, Born in Geneva
le settled down in London at an early age in
the Ttotel line and at the time of his death was
ceneral manager of the Ritz Hotel where he
had been in an administrative position for six-
teen vears:; previous to that he was general
manager of the Carlton.

Mr. Duchene took little part in the activi-
ties of omr Colony but he has been a member of
the City Swiss Club since 1921, and a founder

member of the Cercle GGenevois,

SWISS HONCGUR FOR ENGLISH SCIENTIST.
(“Daily Telegraph,” August Tth)

M. Thurnheer, the Swiss Minister, presided al
a pleasant function at the Dorchester on August 6th.
This was the lunch given in honour of Sir Robert
Robinson, the famous scientist. At it the Minister
handed to Sir Robert the first Paracelsus Medal of
the Swiss Chemical Society. It was awarded to Sir
Robert in 1939 when he was in Switzerland on a
climbing holiday.

War broke out and he had to return to London
to take up his job as member of the scientific ad-
visory council of the Ministry of Supply. Thus it
was not until yesterday that he actually received his
medal. :

The  Swiss  Minister confessed  himself  no
scientist and no great authority on Paracelsus, who,
he said, was at one time at Oxtord. e drew atten-
tion, however, to the fact that this was the first
award of its kind and that the recipient was one
whom the Swiss Chemical Society regarded as
having made the most important contributions to
chemistry in the world.

Sir Robert, in an admirable impromptu speech,
replied that he had not known until then that
Paracelsus — his favourite reading when a boy —
had been a member of Oxftord University.

(The 100th anniversary of the dedth of Paracelsis
will be celebrated at Einsiedeln from Sept 2Tth to
20th.)

OUR NEXT ISSUE.

We hope to publish our next number on Septem-
ber 26th, 1941.
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